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THE CANADA TEMPERANCE ADVOCATE.
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“hat the arrival of a ship, with a cargo of spiritunusl
liquors, is a fatal calamity to an infant church in heathen |
llands ; and that it sends forth, over fields that are be- |
coming * white unto the harvest,” a tempest that sweeps
away, almost in one night, the pious labours of the
Missionaries for years; what ought you todo? Are:
you still to commend it, and defend the fisc of it as “a l
good creature of God;” and give all the weight of
your influence and example to uphold the use of it, and |
the traffic in it? Can you do so, and be innocent?

| 1t ought to be recollected that the reason why it is sent

abroad, as an article of export, is because of the Aigh !

|
standing which it has obtained at home; and it has |
obtained that standing chietly through the excellence of
| your characters. Now, when an effort is made to '
banish these drinks from society, you cannot, surely, |
remain neutral ; much less stand out as their advocaies |
and supporters, when you consider that their influence l
upon the cause of religion, is most malign.

INTOXTICATING LIQUORS EVERY WHERE PROVE A CURsSE.—In
the evidence given before the Select Committee on Aborigines
(British Settlements), by Mr. Coates, one of the Secretaries of the
Church Missionary Society, Mr. C. forcibly urges the necessity of

| disconraging the introduction of ardent spirits amongst the native
inhabitants of countries where British Settlements are made. Upon
this topic, the Rev. Mr. Ellis, who has had much experience as a
Missionary, and now sustains the office of Secretary to the Loudon
Missionary Society, remarks, in the course of his evidence :—

“ [ would also beg leave to add, the desirableness of preventing,

by every practicable means, the introduction of ardent spirits

g the inhabi of the ies we may visit or colonize.
There is nothing more injurious to the South Sea Islanders than
seamen, who have absconded from ships, setting up buts for the
retail of ardent spirits, called grog-shops, which are the resort of
the indolent and vicious of the crews of the vessels, and in which,
under the influence of intoxication, scenes of immorality, and even
murder, have beeu exhibited, almost beyond what the natives
witnessed among themselves while they were heathens. The im-
prdiments to the civilization and prosperity of the people, that have
resulted from the activity of fureign traders in ardeut spirits, have
been paiuful in the extreme, In one year, it is estimated, that the
sum of 12,000 dollars was expended in Tahiti alone, chietly by the
natives, for ardent spirits. I am, however, thankful to be able to
state, that the principles of Temperance Societies have been intro-
duced, and the happiest results have followed.”

Progress of the Temperance Reform.

PERTH, U. C. TEMPERAXCE SOCIETY.
PLEDGE.

“ We, the undersigned, do agree, that we will not n<e intoxicating liqnor<
as & hevernge, nor trafiic 1 thein—that we will not provide them as un article
of entertainment, or for persons in our emaployment-—and that in all suitable
ways we will discountenance their use throughout the community.”

This Society was formed in January, 1832, requiring then, absti-
nence from ardent spirits only.

The number of members at first was only thirty-two ; but these
gradually increased, till in 1837 there were upwards of 600 on the
list. It must be observed, however, that at the timne when the
number was greatest, there were many on the list who, by death,
removal, or transgression of the rules, had ceased to be members of
the Society ; so that, probably, there were not at any time, more
than about 400 members in good standing.

Prosperous as the Society had beeu fur a time, and increasing in
numerical strength, it soon began to appear to a number of its
supporters, that the pledge of abstinence from ardent spirits merely,
was not sufficient to secure the ultimate success of the cause, and
accordingly in July, 1836, notwithstanding considerable upposition,

a resolution was passed expressing this comvietion, and recommend-
ing to all the members of the Society, tu sulnerilie the total abstin-

ence pledge, which was then added to the original Comtitatlon, A
considerihle number complied with this recommendation ; still
many kept back, and from varivus irvegularities and inennsistencies
on the part of many of those members whe would not adstain from
ull intoxicating drink, the Soclety had become so ineficient, and
even in some mensnre disreputable, that early in 1837 rome of ity
friends considered it necessary to propese, that the old pledge shouid
be abolished, and the present one substituted in it place.  This
wan at last happily etfected at the annual meeting in January,
JR3R,

Consideratle fear was for & while entertained, even hy some of
the best friends of the Bociety, that itx prosperity and snccess wounld
he hiudered by thia change. The Saciety was never more vigorous
than at present, and though little exertion has been made, since
the alteration of the pledge, to obtain new meinbers, there are
alrendy 214 on the lixt, with the prospect of many more, who, it is

| expected, will subscribe the pledge an soon as an apportunity is

atforded them, It is a pleasing and cheering circumstance, that
many are now becoming members, who, for years, have beeu
staunch and influentinl opponeuts,

The effects prodaced in thiv part of the country, by the Soclety
directly ar indivectly, since its formation, are gquite astonishing,
and they are visible to all.  Drunkenness is comparatively rare,
intoxicating liquor is banished from alinust all the respectable stures,
and the traffic is becoming more and move disrsputable ; logging

| bers and raising bees, &c. are now carried an without drink of any
. kind except water, and generally, thruughout the settloment, a most

decided change for the better ix evident to all.

Not a great many confirmed drunkards have been altogether re-
claimed, still there have been a few, and some of these, to all
appearance at one time, the most hopeless cases. There are
individuals, now consistent members of the Society, who feel that
but for it, they would at this day, have heen yet miserable drunkards,
or perbape have gone to the drunkard’s yrave,

One perason of this class, once a daily drunkard, bas repeatedly
declared to the writer of this shetch, that a blensing froin God weemns
to have rested upon Lim, since the day he subscribed the totul
abstinence pledge.

The prospect before us of success never seeined Urighter than ap
present. The subject has taken hold ou the minds of thinking
people generally, in a way which bids fuir for greater trinamphs yut
to come, and thuugh there is still sone opposition, and wuch luke-
warmness, the cause is steadily gaiving ground, prejudices are
gradually dying away, and uunless a very great change takes place
for the worse, intemperance will never recover the pawer which it
has lost. The Lord of Hosts, the God of Israel is on our side.
Let us go forward in bis name, and final victory is certain.  lo
his name let us set up our banners, and he will aeud us help from
the sanctuary, and strengtlien us out of Zinn; he will mule us
glad according to the days wherein we have seen evil; he will
establish the work of our hands,

Perth, U. C., April 17, 1838, T. C. W.

MARTINTOWN..—A letter has been raceived from the Secretary
of the Martintown Temperauce Society, in which he iuforins us,
that the cause has not made such rapid progress there as in some
other places, yet indulges the hope that a tine of increasing pros-
perity is approaching. We are also glud to see fromn the alove
letter, that they are prepared to act on the ** teetotal plan.”

In Dumfries and Annan, Temperance Soirees have been mach
in vogue, and what is mare surprising, some of the largest and
most fashionable ball that took place last winter, were conducted
without any kind of wntoxicating drink. In fact, Teetotalivm is
making exteaordinary progress thronghout Galloway, and bids fuis
shortly to nuinber the majority of the people on its side,

Miscelluncous.

DiscovERY ANp USE of Arconon—The following curious
account of the firat use of aleohulic liquor i from a French work,
entitled Sa Semenr, (The Sower):—*¢ Who, at the time when an
Arabian chemist, devated to the search after a nniversal solvent,

by neans of which he conld transmnte metals) diseovered aleohol,



