THR RISE OF THE PAPAL HiERARCHY, "

The presidency in the provincialsynods, conferred
at first gy choice, afterward confirmcd by custom, was
speedily claimed by the metropolitans as their pecu
liar right. the concession of wluch claim exalted
them to a permanent superiority over those whom,
hitherto, they had considercdtheir equals.

86. The synods, by means of which the metropoli
tans had succeeded in raising thewselves above the
Jevel of their order, served, also, #s> was before hint-
ed, to increase the authority of the clergy generally,
in the governmentof thechurch.  Whether, as Sarp
supposes, the demands made upon the time of layen,
proved the cause of their absenting themsetves from
the councils, (they being held twice every year,) or
whether, as is more probubly conjectured by Cump-
bell, the number of churches which sent repie-
sentatives, rendered it imperative that each <hould
send few; or whether, finally, doth of these causes
concurred, certain il is, that the influence which the
clergy, or rather the bishops, possessed m the coun-
cils, continued gradually 'o increasc, and that of the
laity consequently to diminish, 6l the latter were
finally extingutshed: and then, asthe clergy with
their bishops composedla Divcesan, so the bishops
with their metropolitan composed & provincial synod.

37. 1t had been the policy of Constantine, to whas
many of the changes which happened during his
reign, in ecclesiastical maters, are ascribed, to
conform, as much as possible, the government
of the churchto that of the state. In the lauter,
for reasons which need not be detailed in this place,
he had created certain prafects, among whom
in subordination to himself, the provinces of the
empire were distvibuted  The practice of assoei-
ating which had been confined to churches within the
same province, was soon cxtended to all those wnlin
the same prafectum. The bishops of thuse ciues
which the prefecis resided, and whe, by the intro-
duction of provineial syvods, had already attamed
the rank of mectropolitans, presided as & matter of
course, in these more extended councils.  Ience
they also, by a process, wWinch we have had oceasion
more than once 1o Rolice, ebtained a decided and per-
manent superiority over the metrepohitans.

38, The patriarchs—s0 the ncw dignitaries were
called—were four in nunber, having their residences
in threc of the principal cities ot the empive, namely,
Rome, Alexandria, and Antioch: Jerusalemw, the
fourth, was probably selected tather in consideration
of the events of which it had been the theatre, than
of its importance asacity. ‘L'othose already men-
tioned, the patriarch of Con<tantinuple wis alier-
wards added, when the seat of empire was transferred
thither from the ancient capital.” Another order of
prelates, superior to metropolitans, inferior to patri-
archs, were called exarchs, in imitaion of ceriain
civil gaverners, with whom, in ceclesiasticul anfuirs,
they had an cqual jurisdiction.

39. Atthe head of the church were the patriarchs,
from whot, except in certain cases to the ewperar,
there was no appeal.  ‘T'he nextin dignity— for thei
«uthorily within their own district scems to have been
equal to that of the patnarchs wulin thewrs, were the
exarchs. The metropolitans suceveded.  “They were
followed by the bishops, and the presbyters termina-
ted the series.  To this gradation there were a con-
siderable number of execptions, wlich, hovever, out s
presentsubjectdoes not requirethat we should speeity |

By the steps now  desenibed, five mdivaduals were
raised topreside over the whole Chnstn world; wah
duties devolving upon each, more, perhaps, than onc
person could well discharge, and with powersufiicien,
we might think, to gratily even the graspiug ambitwon
by which churchmen began to be disgraced.  But the !
thirst of power, like that of gold, gains sirength with?
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every fresh zratification; and the contentions in
wluch the patriarehs engaged for supeniority, supply
soue of the ost ubscemly passages in ecclestastical
history.

0 The Jiciretions which had now been intro-
duced amoeny the clergv, and the rank and conse-
quenee to which thas budy had attained, are to be as-
cribed, in conjunction with the canses just enumera-
ted, chiuefly to ther wealth and ambnion, favoured by
the jgnorance of the j.cople: it mav, however, be
bl curous and useful o anguire under what pre-
teatstheir ambinous designs were attempied to be con-
cealed or justfied.

The Jews, asbeing the peaple whom the Almighty
chuse “to puthis name ameng them,” are ftequently
styled in the Ol “Testament “ Gud's peculiar people,”
* the Jot of His inhernance,” < Ilis peculiar treasure.”
That these designations were intended of the whele
Israeditish community, and uut restricted to zny por-
tron of it, whether Priess or Levites, is so manifest
wevery reader ofthe Old “Testament, that to proveit
were altogether superflaous.  Nor, ainfact, have those
whom it conceras most to du so, pretended to find any
such restrictionof the terms in ihe Jewish seriptures.
*Gad,” it is the acuie remark of Campbell, is, in-
deed, i the Uld Pestament, saad o be the inkeritance
of the Levites; a determined shire of the sacrifices
|#nd oficrings made o God, was, in pint, 1o serve
| themnstead of an estate awn Lind, such as was given
| each ol the vther tribes. But mark ihe ditlerence.
100 where isthe tribe of Levi called God’s inheritance,
tnonze tusexpression is repeatediy wsed of the whale
nanoi” A e dollovang passage, produced by the
same wiiter, affords a nst apt example of the use of
the term favs and cleros amony the Jews,  * Yet they
are thy people, and thive inhernance, which thou
broughtest vat by thy nanghiy power, and by thy
stretched-out aim.”+ v hich veise the same people
ate termed buh lees aud eleras, or to tianslate the
words in their more mwdern accepiation, both laity
and elergy © and sothese terms are correndy employ -
cd throughout the Ol Testimne vt The appropria-
lun ot clezesto themsclves ativids i « onvincing proof,
that the churchmen carried ther amitation of the
Jewish priesthoud no farther than hisppencd to suit
their ovn temporal intorests,  This distinction of
dergy andluity, poposed for the most =¢liish purposes,
was admitted by the ignosance of the people: the
casily identificd the cause ot God's inheritance with
that of God himself, and pionsly considered what they
could aot more cflecually prepitiate the Jatter, than
Ly fwaping wealth, honvt aud power upon the for-
Ler

41, The simple cercmonial of the primitive chureh,
was, ina great measare, horrowed from the Jewish

¥ e, Not andy the names * bishop,” * pres-
byier,” ** minister,” and " augel,” are proved to have
been derived from thic sanree, but even the place in
which Chustians assemble 15 dencrnated by St
{Jamest a synagogue.  But this view of the matter
componted il with the lofty idvas, renerally cuier-
ttned by the clergy of the foutil, fitih, and succced-
|z cenuries.  The nunsters ot “ihe wivek and Yow-
Iy Jesus, ' chse rother to 1epresent themselves as @
; voanterpars of the Jacah macstioed, to whese tthes,
tspdendour, and horors, they thouglt, or pretanded to
Hunk, theanelies cntided to steeeed. The second
desrucaun of Jerusalew under Adnan, by which
erent the Mosareal asutntions seemed finally ter-
wunneted, fiest suggesed o certan Chnsuan pastors,
weak, perhaps, tamer tian wicked, the notion tiint
themselves and their bretbren had saceceded to the
righis and privileges of the Jewesh priesthood.  The
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