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appear that the congregations under patronage
are worse served or lis moral, religiaus and piaus
than those whu clect their pastors. Cansid-
cring what bas at diffierent times taken place in this
cou ntry, it May with confidence bc anticipated, that
whenever two or more candidates offl2r for a va-
cant charge (perbaps even wlhen there is anly
oe) ta bie supplied by popular election, bad feel-
ings wull be produccd in the congregation, which
mnay probably continue for years; or May very
Iikely cause an immediate division and breaking up
of the congregation, as bas happened more than
once in Lower Canada. It is unnecesay and
would bie tedious ta enter into particulars;- I shail
therefore nierely refer to the case of St. .Andrew's
Church io Quebec, %vhich came before the Synod
in 1835. That Church was incorporated in 1831,
by a provincial act which met witlî no opposition,
but passed exactly according ta the wish of those
'who applieil for it. Yet on the first clection af a
aninister from amongr several candidates, whieh wvas
donc according talav, the dissatisfaction of many
anembers was s0 great that if the Revcrend gen.
tleman wha wtas duly clected, bîail fot resigncd, it
was evident that the cangregation would have been
4divided and rnany wvould bave loft the Chutch.

Another consideration irnpresses forcibly on niy
mima, the propriety and expedicicy-I may even
.say-nccssity of submitting ta patronage. fly
section 23 of the constitutional, act, Iler Majesty
rnay authorize the Governor, with the advice of

is Exeutive Council, ta creet Parsonages accord-
ing ta the establishment af the church of Eng-
land ; and ta endowv them with part ai the lands
reserved for the support of a Protestant clcrgy.
Aud, by the 89th section, Iler Mlajesty niay also
autharize the Gavernor (thecCouncil natbeing mon-
tioned) ta present un incunibent orminister ta such
Parsonages wlien a vacancy occurs &c. ButHler
Mn-.jcsty is not investcd, by any part ai the act,
with tie power of cecting and endowing corpo-
rations af mny sort for the benefit af the clîurch of
Scatland. On the contrary, wlien any bill favora-
ble ta our cliurch is resetvcd for the Sovcreigo's
pleasure (which thle law requires ta bc donc) it
mnust, as, is enacteil in section -1-5, be submitted ta
bath Ilouscs af Parliarnent for thirty days, before
it can be acsntcd ta and bccorne a law. Now,
our church haq very properly urgea lier clair», un-
der the fourth article of union between the twa
lringdoms, ta, ail the 49rights, prieleges-, and ad-
v.antages," in Canada, that are cnjayed there by
the church of England. And if aur clair» bc a-
rnïtted and granted, surely it is mlot unrcasonable
thaitit should bc undcr the saine, or binaUar, con-

ditionq as are enacteci for the siuter church. Be-
aides, it can neyer bc hopcd nor expected that the
Executive Goyernment wiIl assent ta a Iaw autho.
rizing the incorporation and endowiment with land@
by thc crown, of congregations af any church,
unlese the Sovereign have the right and power af
presenting ministers ta such cangregratians, or at
Icast that Isis appraval of thc clergyman, or that
af Isis representative, wili bc required ; wlîich
last is the case witti the two congregationsat Que-
bec, incorporated, by provincial acts.

Ilowever much patronage mnay be cantrary ta
the opinions and wishes oi many anembers of the.
Scottisi church, it lias, neverthelesa, always exist-
cd ini xany parishies at home (except during the
short interval from 1090 ta 1712) and is flot incon.
sistent with the proper gavernment and disciplice
ai the churcb. This is fully statcd and explain-
cd in principal lull's 41view af the constitution of
thae church ai Scotland." It is not ta bo epected
tijat aur chureh will ever obtain that establishment
ana support wich ase ciais in t1iis country' fromn
the Sovereign and Parliament, cxcept tapon aome
such conditions as have just been rnentioned. It
tvill occur ta cvery reader, that, if Preshyteries b.
carefil and strict irn examining candidates for licen-
ces and for ordination, na improper persan ca»
ever bc appointed ta any congregatian, whetber
under patronage or mlot.

1 amn mot awarc af any passage in acripture, flot
in aur Confession ai faitl,that enjoins either papu-
lar elections or presentatians of tninisters 4y pa-
trans, when their services are requîred ; and there-
fore it may bc intbrred, t1hat it is net a inatter of
conscience nar af great importance which mnode is
followed:- But, fror» wlîat bas came ta my know-
lcdgc, during a long residenco in this Province, I
amn convinèesl that, ina tlîis country at leasi, patro-
nage is tic znast safe, expedient, and leaut objec,
tioaaable ofthe two. Particularly when the Kingor
Chief ?aiagistratc, is ta ho the pitron ; anid there
can hoe no ather, exccpt some persan acting by the
Sovcrcign autliority, if we obtain corporations
and cndowmients froni thie Crs wn, such as we bave
claimed and arc cntithed ta, bath in law and equity.
44 The patran's rigît, oi dispasing oa benefice or-
iginally arises citlier from the patron or bis ances-
tara &c. being the founders or buildera ar thie
church, ; from tiscir iîaving giron lands for the
maintenance thercof ; or from thc chuichlas being
built cm tlieir grounhl; and frequently frorra ail
thre tagether.1Y So that, though kv this 1mw,
which is feunded ina leasan, WC May have sorne
prilrate patrons, yet thcy are Dot likcly ta b. nu-


