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Youths’ Depavrtment, Selectiony, he adds,nppeared to Mary. M. Timoni gives the fol'
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THOK FAIREST ROSE I THK WORLD.

A great Queen onco reigued, in whoso garden
bloomed the loveliest flowers from all parts of the
world at cvery s:ason of tho vear. But above all
otber fiowors sty loved roges; and theretore sho pos-
sessed the greatest variety of there, from tho wild
hedge.rose, with green, apple-scented leaves, to the
wost beautiful rose of Provence. They grew on the
castle walls, twined round the pillaiz and over the
casements of the corridors and saloons, and the roxes
varied in scent, form, and colour.

But care and saduess dwelt in that palace; the
Queen lay on her sick bed, and the pbysivians sad
sii8 must die. ¢ There is, however, a remedy for
her,” said the wisest amony them. ¢ Bring to her
the fairest rosd in the world,—the one wbich is the
expresaion of tho Lighest and purest love,~—if that
comes before ber eyes ere they close,she will uot die.”

And young and old came frow all lands, with ro-
sety the lovaliest that bloomed in every garden, but
pone was the tipght one. ‘The flower must be brought
from the garden of love : but what rose could be the
expression of the bighest, purest lovo ?

And the poet sang of the fairest rose in the world,
—each one named his own. And inessengers were
gent through all the couatries roung, to every beart
tbat beat with love—to every rank, and every age.

“ No one bas yet named the flower,” said the wise
man, * No one Las shown the place from whence it
spriogs ia uts beauty. It is not one of the roses from
1be bier of Romeo and Juliet, or from Walburg’s
grave, though these flowers will ever bloom in legends
and songs. It isnot one of the roses that bloomed
forth from \vinkelried's blood-stained lance,—from the
hioly blood which flowed in death from the breast of
the hero for the fatherland, though no death is sweet-
er, no rase iv redder, than the blood which then Qows.
1t iy, also, not that wonder-flower for the cultivation
of which map gives his fresb life away in years and
daye,—the magic rose of knowledge.”

“ ] krow where i1t blooms " said a happy mother,
who camo to the Queen’s couch with her tender babe,
-* L koow whers the fairest rose in the world is to be
tound—the rose which is the expression of the bighest
parest love. It bicoms on the bLlushing checks of my
aweet cliuld, when it opens its oyes relresbed by slum-
ber, and swiles at me with i1s whole love.”

 Lovely is that rose, but there is yet a fairer one,”
said the wise man.

« Yes, a much fairer one,” said one of the women.
* 1 bave seen it,—a holier rosc blooms not. But it
was pale, like the pelals of thetea-rose. I saw it on
ttie checks of the Queen ; she bad boid aside hes roy-
al crown, and was susstag ber sick child i the long,
sad pight,  Sbe wept and kised i, and prayed to
God for it, as a motker prays in the bour of anguish.”

** Holy and wonderful 1s the white rose of sadness
1n us power ; but it is not the one sough: for.”

«“ No, I eaw the fairest rose in the world before the
altar of tie Lorl,” said the good old Bithop, * Isaw
it skive as thoush an angel's face had sbown fiself.—
Tte young maiden went to the ahar of the Lord,
having resewed the vow of her baptism, and roses
vame and wen: cn her fresh cheeks. The young
maiden Lnelt there ; she looked up to God, with her
whole soul full of punity and love. That was the ex-
pression cf the purest, highest love.”

“ Blessed isit,” #aid the wien man: ¢ but no one
has yet named the foirest rose in the warld”

Then stepped 2 child into the chamber, the little
son of the Queen.  Tears stood in his eves, and on
his delicate cheeks. He carned a large closed book,
bound n velvet, with large mlver clasps. Motber I
said thelittle one, “ ob, hear what I have read.”

And the cbild zeated itself on the bed, and read
aut of the baok, of Him who pave Himeelf to dio on
the Crues, in order to save mer:, and even unborn ge-
nerations.  Greater lgve is there not !

And 2 rose blush spread over the Queen's cheeks;
Ler eyes became so bright, lor she saw the fairest rose
spring forth from the leaves of the book,—the lke.
nets of the cuce which bloomed from the Blood of
Clirist on the Craes.

1 sec it ! said she. ** They never die swho look
on tlas rose, the farest an the world,"—From the
German of Hans Christian Andersen.

N T A A AN e,

“ As jt 1ynever too 800n 10 be pncd, so it ia never
too late 1o amens. I will therefors ncither nesleet
the time present nor despi-e the t-ine past.  If I had
been sooner good, J might perhaps have been better.
il lam lgnger bad, 1 shall, I am sure, be worse.”
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BABTERN NOTIONS ABOUT ANGELS, SPIRITS, AND
DRMONS.

The doctrine of angels, spirits and demons belongs
almost exclusively to the Fast. By Qccidertals the
doctrine is held in a crude and indefinito form, and
is often treated with fevity ; whil ac Orientals, espe-
ca'ly the followers of the Prophet, approach 1t with
the utmoat roverence. That thero are angels, demons,
eprrity, and genies, is the belief of uveiy true Mussul-
man. (n this subject wo have been perusing a paper
by the late M. Alexandre Timoni, a Greck of Con-
stan‘iuople, in the Journal Asiatique, trom winch we

take a few particulars.  Beforo doing so, we may states

for the use of thoso who take an interest in the matter,
that ample details respecting the demonology of the
Moslems will be found in a memoir by the Baron
Von Hammer, in the transactions of the Academy of
Vieuona, antitled, Geisterlebre der Alosiimen.

Tbe Mussulmans say that God created tho angels
before Adam ; that they eat notning, and have no
need of water ; that they are not of any sex; that
tberosre among them some who approach the throne
of the Eternal, and are employed as messengers. The
angels, according to their doctrine, have particular do-
ties ; some of them are of great stature, and have iw-
mense streneth.  Such is Gabriel, whom it takes only
an bour to descend from Heaven to earth, and who,
with one of bis wings, could cast down a mouutan.
lsrael receivas every soul as soon as it has quitted the
body which it inbabited, JYsrapbl will sound the
trumpet at the day of judgm L ; be will emit a blast
go ternble that the mountains™ill tremble, tho earth
will shrink, and the sea will ba‘tingcd red as biood.
1o the Koran there is a chapter entitled ¢ The An-
gels.” At the beginoing of this soura, it is written
that they ate the messengers of God, and that he has
furnished them with two, three, orfour mings. At
chap. xi. we read tbat God sent angels to the patii-
arch Abrabam, and that these same acrpels were
charped to order Lot out of Sodowm. At the begin-
ning of chap. xvi. Mobammmed pretends that, at the
voice of the Eternal, the angels will descend upon
carth at the Jast day, accompanied by the Spirit
(Gabricl). In the same soiiro he affirms that the spirit
of saiictity (Gabriel) will carry the Koran to beaven.
Ha says elsowherc : “On the day of resurrection, when
the angel shall descend, it is to those who ehall have
given proof of mercy that shall belong thn -mpire.”
And, speaking of those whbo deny the Ju; of judg-
ment, that the Angel of Death shall cut off tbe thread
of their days. He introduces angels surrounding, with
naked fect, the throne of the Eterpal, «.d praising
the Lord ; and when the Eternal shall have judged
mankind, they will sbout aloud : * Praise to God, sov-
ereign of the world !" He speake of «wo angels who
take their places, -one on the rizht, the other on tbe
ieftyof a person who is Jard in lus tomb. They have
10 ivterrogate the deceased respecting Ins God, bis
prophet, his religion, and his Liblé. 1f the dead man
replies : * Qur god is God, our prophet Nobammed,
our relizion Islam, our &ible the Kaaba,” they pive
bim to taste of diffcrent pleasures; and il on the con-
trary, they 1oflict upon bim ditlierent kinds of evils.
the same chapter mentions an angel who shall say to
the singer on the day of judgement: * Behold-what I
bave prepared for him I In chap. Ixxix. mention is
made of the angels who carry off gouls of men with
violence, of those who carry theu: .way pently, of
those that traverse the skies with rapid speed, of those
that pracede the just, and of those that presile over
the destinies of magkind (the universe). We have
aentioned that tbe trye Massulman holids that the
augels are of no scx. There aro some whbo affirmed
that the anaels are females, and Mobammed quaintly
asked them whether they were present at their cres,
tion. An anonymous Arab, who compesed a catechism
for Mobarnmedans, says, that it is necessary to believe
in the cxistence of angels, ¢ven though we may be
ignorant of their names and of their different clas<es ;
and he declares those to be infide] who assign them
gex,and who, ccnfessing that they exist, but not es
sigming to them tex, yet do not cure for them and
love tbem. In a Persian Mohammedan Catechi«m,
enitled Raket ul Couloub (The repose of hearis), by
Abd Al cl-Djizdy, mention is made of four angels,
viz : Dejebrail (Gabriel), Micaat (Micbael), I-rspbil
and Ierail, swhesare retained nezr the throne of the
Mort liigh. Abd al-Aziz advances, that it is not per-
mitted to give sex 10 angels; that their nourisbment
is prayer, and their drink puity and holincss ; that
God has given them power to borrow a form like to
that of a man. It was thus that the angel Gabricl,
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“ In a Persian treatise on the principal points of the
Mobammedan religion, by Abou Nasr Ibn Mohammed
cl-Ghazaevy, in reply to certain interrogators, doham-
wed is mado to eay, that in the first beaven which
God created there are cortain angels whose ocoupa-
tion it is to adere the Eternal: their chiet is called
Ismail. There is besides in this heaven another ange!
named Raad—‘thunder’; he is set to zuard the clads
and the rains; it 18 hy wlo gives vo‘.- to the thun-
ders, The angels of the second hegven ars all pros
trated (before the Supreme) ; their prayers consist in
these words: Soubhan zicl izzeli wel djebrouti (Praise
to the possessor of greatness und all power ') Thei.
priuce is Djolb; be is composed of equal parts of snow
and fire. The angels of tha third heaven stand ercet;
their .prayer is conceived in these terms : ¢ Glory to
Goad, Lving, immortal " Their chief is called Forkia
Yek. Those of tho tourth heaven have ouly to praise
God in thase terma: * Prawe to the Kiog of holiness,
to tho Lord of angols and spirits I’ Their chief is
angel named Moumai Yek. Those of the fifih hea-
ven ars occupied in 1ising (aRer adoration) and their
form of prayer is: ‘Praise to the Master of Lioht,
praieo aud adaration to Him I' At their head shey
havo an angel called Istapba Yek. Those of the sixth
heaven are continually at prayor, and here is their
prayer: ¢ Praiss Gad, may He be propitious to His
people?  Their chief is cailed Redyai Yek. Thote of
the soventh heaven ars so numeraus that thoy cannot
be connted. They have each a different form, and no
two resemble each other. They have never conten
tion among them, this eilence arises from the terror
with which Divinity inspires them. From tho mo-
ment they were created by the Eteraal out of nothing
thay bave not ceased to weep. 1f their sighs wers
but to reach the ears of mortals, they would become
suddenly inanimate. Itis kaown, rays tbis theologian,
that, when Moharmmed was asceadiog to heaven, he
hicard their Sighs ceven times; and the angel Gabriel
explamed to him that it was the sins of men that drew
forth these bursts of grief.”

We read in these osiental books of angels furnished
with a hundred thousand wings ; of being provided
with hands and feet, who eat and drink and wear
parments, and who are neither anzgels nor men; of a
tea which the Alinighty created so deep that it would
require five hundred vears for a xtone to sthk from ite
surface to ity bottem. and that jo this sea there is an
angel of the sams staturo as its depth  Wo read fur.
ther, t._t Gabriel is at the bead of all the angels, and
is precious in the sight of the Most High; he has six
hundred wings of all sorts of precious stones.  Michael
was created five Lundred years after Gabriel; after
the rame number of years, God gave being to the
angel l:ma:l, who inbabited the first heaven. [His
face 1s turned towards the bench where judzement is
pronounced ; be bears in his left hand the souls of
Mustulmane, and in bis right those of infidels ; the
first be sends to heaven, the latter o hell. So far of
angels. A word or two of demons.

The irst dyin (apirit) which God ereated of the fire
of hell was a male ; be was called Maridj. Then he
created a woman, called Maridjé ; they bhad a son, to
whom they gave the name of Djin. It i fram him
hiave descended all the djins, and from the latter de-
scended Iblis. Ibis bada wife named Lebya, and
issue of the race of djans. Commentatqs on the
Koran are divided with regard to Iblis; some make
of lnm an ange!l, otiiers believe that he was derived
from the djine.  ‘The Mussulmans, at all evente, admit
of demons, at the bead of whom is Iblis. In chapter
xxviii. of the Koran, God asked him why he did not
adore the first man. Iblis raplied that Adam was
formed of the dust of the ground and he of fire, and
conscquently bis nature was more noble than that of
Adany’s ; bie swore by the power of tho most high that
he would scduce mankind, and spare only the faitbful
servants of the Divinity,  According to the Massul.
mans the demons remain foreverin hell.  To one of
them they pgive the nsme of Ifrit; it was be, according
to Mchammed, who was chargeé ®ith bearing the
throne of the Queen of Sheba to Solomon. The Pro-
plict affirms that the devil is the patron of infidels and
vnbelievers, and that he draws them from the Jight
to plunge themn into darknese.  As to genies, the Mus
sulmans think that they hold an intermediate place be-
tween angels and men ; that among \bewn are good
and bad ; that there are some who convert, and somo
who pervert ; that they were created of fire. Accord.
ing to Salab-eddin, the genies eat, diink, and propa.
gale their species; they arc, berdes, liable (o deaths
Mohamimed Lluvs the ignorant idolatrous Arabs



