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Stlcctionsy,
e _ALRLALAARLE, AL AL VAN
DEFAMATION AND BACKNITING.

That of which I have epoken may be called moral
lying, as contradishinguished from that kind of lying
which I shall now proceed to mention, whereof il wo
are guilty, wo subject oursclves not oniy to the penal-
tes of rehpion 1n the noxt world, but also to the pe-
naliies of taan ia this world, The firs: of this kind of
lying is slaoder. Tho motive which supgests it is,
aometimes batred, sometines vanity. If it bo batred,
it then falls under my division of an active lie,—a lie
which is to affect othiers; if it be vanity, it falls under
wny davision of a reflexible lio,~n (ie whosa fruits are
t0 rebound uponrourselves. Hoth of them, however,
i como cases, may be found operating together, and
they are classed togethor by tho general precept of the
ointh commandment, ** Thou shalt not bear false witness
against thy neighbour” If this false witness be borno
by words only, it comes under the name of * defama-
tion,” or, in Scripture, ¢ backbiting ;” if by writing, it
18 called 1o the English Jaw,* libel.” Dofamation and
hibols are punished in our courts of law by legal pro-
cess~—sometimos in tho temporal courts, eometitnes in
the spiritual or Chureh courts, If money is sought, or
other compontation in worldly things, the defamation
15 tried by tho temporal courts § but if it be takenasa
religious sin, then it is cmpbatically said (o be triod
stpro salute anima™—for the “ ealvation of the soul;”
—and ho that is found guilty of the sin, is subjected to
penance or excommunication, in order to bring bim to
repentance and a better wind. Putting aside, bow-
over, the law, as an inforior consideration to the Chris-
tian, and looking sather to things spizitual, let me sot
Lelors you the common things which are done amung
us, which, rightly understood, aro violations of the
ninth commandment., The calling of nawes ; thoe in-
vention of stories; even reporting things which arc
teue, if injarious to tho reputation—and much more if
untrue; aggravations of what is wrong; diminution of
what is right ; imputing what is good aud praiseworthy
to bad motives, in,order to detract ; insinuations, lunts,
or inuendoes, by which those with whom we converse
may bo led to suspect evil, though we are careful not
to specify it; drawing forth into the light things which
charity would rather hide; arsuing from one or two
suspicious circumstances, that the wholo character is
bad, and so proclaiming it; or where tho gencral cha-
racter is bad, and accidentally some mood arises, in
order that the bad may prevail, omitting to speak of it,
Thesce faults aro developed in such vils customs as the
following :—

1. Writing anonymous letters.

1. Writing letters of abuse to newspapers, and con-
~ealing your name. )

I1I. Writing pamphlets of abuse in which the au-
thor’s name is bidden.

1V. Making speeches before the public, as at the
huatings or other public places, wherein party epint is.
sure to prevail.

V. Gossiping in public parties, and talking oveg
your neighbours’ affaurs, by the rich in their drawing:
rooms, by the poor in the kitchen or the hall.

All theso are the ways of slander. They do injury
on cvery side—t0 our neigbbours, to oursclves, to co-
cicty at large, to teligion, to God. Gometimes they
rise out of a merely talkative and interfering spirit;
and though wo do not infend to wound another, yet we
really do go, by the mere want of a due government of
the tongue, and the babit of being * busybodies.” And
* vanity,” as 1 said before, is not without its place in
this sin, though perhaps utterly unperceived by our
sclves. “ There is perpetvally,” says Bishop Butler,
*tand often it is not attended tc, a rivalship amoogst
people, of one kind or another, in respect to wit,
beauty, learning, fortune, and that one thing will in-
scasibly influence them to speak to to the disadvantage
of others, even when thero is no formal malice or ill
design.” The root of the matter is, that we must go-
vern the tongus ; for, as St. James saye, ¢ It is a fire, a
world of iniquity, it defileth the wholo body, setteth on
fire the coured of nature, and is itself set on fire of
hell” (St.Jamesiii. 6.) Suffer me to give you the
foowing rulee, so that you keep your tongue and
your ears, as well as your mind, free from this sin :—

I. Never talk of your neighbours’ aflairs, or canvam
their characters.

IL Never write an anopymous letter, or zead ooe
when seat to yoo.

IL. Shun a tale-besrer,

5¢. Paut well describes the mischief of a tale-bearer,
¢ And withal they learn to be idle, wandering about
{rom bouse t0 house, and notonly idle, but tattlers also,
8ad burybodies, speaking things which they cught aot,”

And * backbiting” is set down by the seme Aposile
among those most deadly sing, either because it pro-
' duces them or flows out of them. e mentionsit in his
description of the wrotched state of the hoathen worlde
“ Being filled with all unrightcoumess . . . . .
full of onvy, wurder, dobate, deceit, malignity.
¢ Whisperers, dacktiters.” Remember this denounce-
mont, and wind it up by considering the fifternth
Paalm.—* Lord, who sball abide in Tby tabernacle ?
who shall dwell in TLy holy hills? e that walketh
uprightly and worketh rigbteously, and spesketh the
truth in his heart; Ae that BackbitetA not with Ais
tongue.”

Of counse it follows, that if lying by slander and
defamation Lo punishable by the law, much more o
must b perjury. In parjury wé come closs upon the
confines of God Itmsell.  Perjury is the most outrage-
ous kind of li¢, because it is dolibarato and audacious.
Othor kinds way be accidental, may bo momentary,
may be temptations, whick spring up we know not
bow; but perjury adds to all, this great fact, that we
deliberately call God to cowe down from beaven and
witness our lie. Daloy says, 4 Perjury is a sin of
greater deliberation. The juror has tho thought of
God and religion upon his mind at tho same time. He
offends therefore with a bigh baud; in tho face, that
is, and in defiance of tho sauctions of icligion. His
offence implies a disbeljef or contempt of God's know-
ledge, power, and justice, which cannot bo said of a
lie, whero there is nothing to carry the mind to any
reflection upon the Deity, or tho divine attributes, at
sll.  Perjury violates a superior confidence ; wankind
must trust to one another, and they bave nothing
to trust lo than one auother's oath; lenco legal adjudi-
cations, which govern and affect overy tight and inte-
reet on this side the grave, of necewity proceed and
depend upon oaths. Derjury, therefore, in its genoral
conscquence, strikes at the security of reputation, pro-
*perty, and oven lifo itself. A lis cannot do the same
wischief, because the same credit is not piven to it
Bat bowover this distinction be made between false
oaths and common lying, let us remember that it isa
definition dopending ouly upon the law. Itisa legal,
not a moral distinction ; for if oven the most trifling
deviation from truth be a moral sin and acknowledged
to be wrong, the geeater doviations will follow on the
eame principle—not rogarding the fact of one being
punishable and the other not—but regarding Him in
whoso c) es the soul which isguilty of eithor is an abom-
ination —Dennet's Lellers.

B e T L L N W )

Aunonra BorraLis.—At the late mecting in Glas-
gow of the Btitish Asociation for the advancement of
science, Admiral Sir John Ross read the following
paper :—¢ The communication I bad the honor of
making to the ¢ British Association lor the Advan.c-
ment of Science’ at Belfast, on the interesting subject
cf the Aurora Borealis, being verbal, and therelore
not cntitled to a notice in the Association’s valuable
transactions of that period ; but baving subsequently
repeated the experiments 1 then verbally mentioned,
I can now confidently lay the account of them before
the public, trusting that, wheu taken into consideration,
they will be found corroborative of the theory which I
published in the year 1819, and which led to a contre
versy that shall be Liereafier mentioned. It baving oc-
curred to me that if my theory was true, usmely, ¢ That
the phenomena of the Aurora Borealis wero occasion-
ed by tho action of tho sun, when below the pole, on
the surrounding masses of colorad ice, by its rays being
reflected {romn the points of incidence to clouds above
the pole, which wore before invisible, the phenomena
wight be artificially produced : to accompluh this I
placed a powerful lamp, to represent the sun, baving a
lenw, at the focal distance of wbhich I placed a rectified
terrestrial globe, on which bruised glass of the varicus
colours we bad teen in Baffin's Bay was placed, to re-
present the coloured icebergs we bad seen in that lo-
cality, while the space between Greenland and Spitz-
bergen was too blank to rapresent the sea  To repre-
sent the clouds above the pole which wers to receive
the reéracted rays, I applied a bot iron to a spongs, aud,
by givlag the globe a regular diurnal motion, I produced

“tha'pheadmena called ¢ The Merry Dancere,’ aod every
‘whee appearance, exactlr as sesu in the natural sky,
while it dissppeared 39 the globe turned, as being the
part reprecenting the sea to the points of incidence.
To corroboration of my theory, I bave to remask that,
during my last voyage to the Arctic Regions, (1850-1)
we never among the aumerous icebergs, saw tbat any
wera cojoured, bus all ware a yallowish white; and,
during the following winter, the Aurora was exactly
the sama colour | and, when that part of the globe was
coversd with druised glass of fbat colour, the phepo-

mena producad in y experiment was the same, 8¢

was alwo tho Aurora Australiv, inthe Antarctic regions,
where o coloured icsbergs were aver seen., ‘Lhe con.
trovarty to which 1 have alluded was betwean the cele.
brated Professor Schumacher, of Altons, who support
el my thoory, and the no less distinguisied Monsisue
Arago, who Laving opposed it, sent Nonsisur Gimard
Martens, and anothier to Ifammerfest, on purpose to ob-
serve the Auroraand decide the quostion. I eaw thom
at Stockhiolm on their return, wben they told me their
observations londed to confirm my theory ; but their
report being unfavourable to the expectations of Mone.
Arago, it was nover published ; -:cither was the cor-
reapondence betwaen the'two profestors, owing to the
lamented death of Profomsor Sobumacher. I regres
that it is out of my power to exhibit ths experimenta
I havo described, owing to the peculiar manner in
which tho room must be darkened, oven if I Lad the
necessary apparatus with mes but it is an experimens
eo simplo that it can easily bo accomplished by any
person intercated in the beautiful phenoinena of the
Aurora Borealis.”

Tho veteran discoverer was warmly applauded.
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HusuorLdr.—On the 14th of, Septemter, Aloxar.
der von Humboldt colebrated bis eigbty-sixth birtlday.
Mtis activity is said to seem as if inspited by youthful
vigour ; and ho still continues to labour at his literary
and scientific avocations,  with incredible forco and
endurance” So good in his health and in such excek
lont spirite does e eoem, that hopes are entertaived
that he will atill.bo for years to come the living loader
of scicnce, and atill give valuable contributions to the
treasures of knowledge. The extremo ago of Hum-
boldt, and his excellent bealth, afford a striking con-
firmation of tho theory that nothing is so conducive to
longevity as moderato activity in congenial pursuits.
Let those whose callings aro not of a nature to wear
the soul, or who have no occasion to bo particularly
voxed or worried unless they chooso to take example
from Humboldt, avd szek in a serene tespor, and ic
constant, but not difficult and wearying activity, that
bealth and happiness which caonot be derived from

any other source.~New York Abend Zeitung.
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UNGODLY MARRIAGES.
“ Bo not uacqually yoked.”

This was tho particalar sin for wbich God drowne!
the old world.

Sowe of Lot’s daughters married in Sodom, and pe-
rished in the overthrow.

Both Lshmael and E-au married irreligiously, and
were both rejected and turned persecutors.

The first blasphemer that was stooed by God's com-
mand is marked as an coffspring of one of these mwar
riazes—bhiswother bad espoused an Egyptian,

The first captivity of thu Jews aftor their sctilereny
in the Moly Land, is ascribed to this cause. The
whole passage is very instructive. It is said that the
remains of the natious wero to prove Isracl to know
whether they would hearken usto tke commandments
of the Lord which he commanded their fathers by the
hand of DMoses. And the children of Jsracl dwels
among the Canaanites, avd Hittites, and Amorites,
and Perizzites, and Hivites, and Jebusites; and they
took their daughters to be their wives, and gave their
daughters to their sons, and served their Gods. And
the children of Israel did evil in the sight of the Lord
and forgot the Loxd their God, and scrved Baalim and
the groves; therclore, the anger of the Lord was hot
against Jsrael, and he sold them into the band of Cho-
san-rishatbaim, king of Mesopotamia; and the child.
ren of Istacl served Chusan-rishatbaim eight years.

David married the daughter of Talmai, king of Ge-
shur, by whom he bad Absmlom—1tbe disgrace and
curse of his family.

The fate of Solomon is a warning to all ages.

His son Rehoboam, that lost the tan tribes, sprang
from one of these forbidden marriages—his mother was
an Aumonitess.

The marriage of Abab is thus awfully noticed; ¢ And
it cama to pass, as if it had been a light thinfPfor bim
to walk in the sins of Jeroboamwm the son of Nebat, thag
Le took to wife Jezcbgthe daughter of Ethbaal, king
of the Zidouians, and went and served Baal and wor-
shipped him. But thers was none like unto Abab,
who did sell himeelf to work wickedcess in the sight of
the Lord whom Jexebel his wifo stiered up” .

YWhat was it that Exra so grisvously lamented, and
so sharply reproved ? It was, that the boly seed bad
mingled themsalves with the people of the land,

And what says the zeakous reformer Nehemiah ?
Their children spaks hail ia thespeech of Ashdod,
and could not speak in the Jawa’ Janguags, but accor*
ding o (e spaech of each peapie.—And I cursgd them

| 80d smote certein of them, and plucked o thei hairs



