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of the mysterics of God to rovoesl th things which had
lutherto been kept socret, which wany propliets and re-
ligious men who dosired to seo in vain, Lut swhich
wore now made known to all maakind , and in this
way did bind on carth and lonse on earth—pronoun-
ced the grounds of condotnnation and tho means of jus-
tifi :ation—here the savour of lifs.untollife and-death
unto death—thus opening and shutting tho kingdom of
God.
Lrraordinary Powers granted to the Aposiles.

Mucl of what has been $aid concorning the authori-
ty given to Sunon Poter hasau equal application tb'tbo
preachug words of the Lord to thy Apostfes, colleotive-
ly. * Receive yo tho Iloly Ghost. Whowever tins
yo tetuit, they are remitted unto thom, and whosoover
sins yo retain, they are rotained.” Undot{blcdly theso
words, in their just and simplo interprotution, convey
an authonty to remit or retait sin ; nor can wo besur-
prwed if such an authority was comwitted to tho
twelve.  Wo know that on somo occasions at least, to-
gotber with natural powers, thoy were also endawed
wita supernatural intelligence.  Jobn aad Peter ‘werd
abio 19 read thy heart of Phincas and see that be v\an
fanthful; and Peter showed the like discernwnent when
lio discovered the hypocrisy of Anapias They who
could ucal the sik aud recal tho dead to lifs—or, on
tho other hand, as Paul could strike Elywmas with
blindness—might well be entrusted with the power of
rotawning or absolving transgressions. Qther extraor-
dinary powers were granted to the apostles. Tho cir-
cumstances in which they were placed, the work in
which they were employed, required such a seal to the
autbority which they claimed. The Lord, thercfore,
gave testimony to the word of Ilis grace, and granted
slgnsand wooders to bo done by them. God weought
special miracles to be dono by the band of Faul unto
those whose bodies weresick and who cried unto bim §
aad the diseases departed from Timotby and the evil
apirits went 03t of him. Again, they brought forth the
sick into the streets, laid on beds and couches, that the
least shadow of Peter passing oy might overshadow
some of them.

Do suck Pouwers exlended to their Successors.

“I'hoso who sncceeded the apostles in tho ministry of
the Chureh had-no such power extended uato them.—
Why should it bo 2 ~That greater power remained—
the power of remitting and retaining sin or of opening
and shutting the kingdom of heaven, otherwise as be-
lunged—as implicd in oar ordination service—to all
wbo are lawfully called to minister in the Chareh, and
35 to declare the terms of admission and exclusion.—
Tke link is entirely wanting which should connect t".ne
promise attending the commission of the apostles with
the commission given to future ministersof the Church.
And for evident reasons. Extraordinary powers were
granted while needed, and no longer ; but it is re-
w:atkable, farther, thet the apostles themselves bave
Jeft no example of the exercise of Special absolution.—
Peter did not address his countrymen on the day of

Pantecost arnd say—> Ye have confessed your sinful-
ness in crucifying the Prince of Life, and by the autho-
ity which Ie bds given me T absolve you from that
sin” ¥lc uses the power of bis keys in a very differ-
ent manner in opering the door of the kingdom 6
them, saying :— Repent ye, and be baptised' in the
name of the Lord Jesus Christ, for the repission of
sins.” The same Peter, with his companioh Joha, in
hualiaz the beagar at'the gate of the temple, did not
usurp their Lord's words, and announce td the efipple,
« Tby sins be foraiven thee.” IHo was satisfied with
ayma, * In the name of the Lord Jesns Christ rise up
and walk” When the gaoler of Philippi appealed 13
Pauland silas, - Sirs, what must I doto bu faved?
the answer was, * Believe in the Lord Jesos Chrithy
and thou shalt be saved, and by house™ Here wo
hear nothing of absolytion.  St. Taul’s lorgiveness of
the Connthian oifender was no sentence of absolation.
e merely sigmfied bis assent to the restoration i the
Connthian brethren -were convinced of bis repentarcee.
Traditwns of men superseding the Oracics of God-
The simple-assurance, # To whom ye forgive, I for
wive also,” is a singular contrast 1o the splen form of
absolution which prevailed in o later age, when the
tradiucns of men superseded tho oracles of God. Yt
this case.the case of the Corinthian is tho case of sip
atter baptiam, between which apd the sin of ugbaptised -
pessons a3 distinction is mado which bas no warrant in
Seripture.  One, of the principal advocates.of the -fys-
tem teils us there yrill bo a dificulty in tho case of wery
gr'i‘evous.p'm of tue-Christian.as.to what is the amount
of liis zestoration.  Hdow doces he know be isrestored 2
Ja hiszesonciliasion complete? Can hebe reefored

after any degreo of #in ? I he waro not aware of tho
effect of a preconceived idea in blinding the oyesofthe
understanding, wo might wounder at a doubt liko this
in the mind of n master of Isracl, who has boen all bis
lifo accustomdd to the commupion ervice of our
Church, and Lieard tho words thero solected from the
Seriptures and applied to all beliovors—* Como unto
mo, all yo that labour, and arc beavy laden, and Lewill
givo you rest.” This is a faithful saying, nvd worthy
of all acceplation, that Thrist Jesus e into the
sworld to eavo sinndrs.” # Ifany man ali;wa have an ad.
vocato mth the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous . Ile
13 tho propiuiation for our sins” Was it to the heathen
~\dy it to tho unbaptised—that St. John addrassed
tho ogsurance vhich our Clurch bas placed in the nre-
part of her service—* If wo say that we have nosin,wo
deceivo ourselves, and tho truth is not in us; bat,if
wo confess oyr sins, God is faithful and just to forgive
ug our sins, and.to cleanse us from all unriglitcousness.”
That disregard of th. context,and of the argument to
which-slngle sentgnces belong, which is comnion with a
cyrtan clasg of writers, has wrosted the passage of tho
Hebrews from its proper purpose and applicd it to .al!
wilful sin ; whoreas St. Paal s3ys no moro thad that,
of those yvbo bave been onlightened by a knowledge 3(’
tho truth, and have tasted of the Good word of God,

fall away—fal), that is notinto sin, but into apostavy,
itis impossible to renow them unto repentince. In a
former passago of the samo epistle, St. Paul was warn.
ing big countrymen ggainst a delibérate abandomment
of the-path which they bad once deliberately enteredi—
Such an apostate is in a bopeless state—a hopeless stato
according to man—though what is impossible isith man
18 possible with God. But there i this moral barsicr
against his return—that no motive can'be proposed to
bim which he has not aircady resisted, and he has done
such despite unto the Spirit of God that his recal to the
faith'and state of grage would netheia usualaccordahico
with the Divine Being. Ile bas sinned wilfully in re-
nouncing the only name given under beaven whereby
he may besaved'; and to one who bas rejected the full,
perfect, atd sufficient sacrifice 6f the Son of God, thero

remaineth nomoro sacrifice for sin.  To interpret such

a passage like this as if it related to every sin—as if* it
were the sin of ignoranca—would bo tc contradict the

whole tenor of Scripture as well as the passage which

I just ndw cited. Wemight, besides, allow the’ litera-
lity of St. Johf's word—+ He that is born of God sin.
neth not.” Seripture must be compared with Seripture,
for it contains no false doctrines.
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WAALR AR SN AL AL T UL AL S AAANAA AANAN
INTCZERANCE AND INGRATITUDE.
Ifthere isone country in Europe that owes a deep
debt of gratitude to the Englishi people, it is Spain.—
Freed'from foreign nggression by 4 vast éxpenditure of
British blood and treasure, and sustained, for a time,
among the nations by British influence, it might reason-
ably have been expected that sho would, on-all fitting
occasions, bave exhibited a proportionate desire to- fa-
vour the land and its people, from Whomt she had re:
ceived so much.  But oddly enough, skie has constanily
shown a disposition the very reverse of this, and seems,
indeed, to have neglected no opportunity of insulting
her benefactér—illustrating the old waxia that men
hate Mot those to Ywhoin they are most obliged. A cu-
tious-instance kasjust come 10 light, which is exciting
the utbounded indignation of our protestant fellow
subjects in England. It seems that a Protestant in
Spain-was notrecognized atall. o did not dave, tiv-
infti Yo ‘'make ‘bpen profersion of his Yaith; and Jils
friends dared not bory him when dead, save privately,
and in some hole for which they paid an exorbitant
price. After much indiznant remonstrance, hoscever,
ori‘tlic part of England, the Spanith Government bas
graciously decldred that deceased Britivh Protestants
may -ow ‘e interred in an assigned spot of ground—
—the locality -being a filthy one, beyond-the walls,
where ¢« no churel, chapel, or any other siyn of @
temnple, or of public or private worship will be allowed
to bo built” It has further decroed, that it shall-be an
offence azainst the 1ais, 3f'the body be conveyed'to the
ground-publicly=~if thd-mourntrs bear about them
vigns of thefrsorrow—if dny prifver be uttercd over
1ho -grave—ifl any wiinister-appear on the &ceaiiod—<if
any service-of'a religious nature be attéipted before
tho:Hody'be committedo the carth—ifahy stons ‘be §
eréctedras a-mcwmorial’ alter the sad scene is prere—
Sutlian éxhibition of 3pfanious bigoiry and infolerance
‘theé-world has riever bidforo witnessed:  Spanish Papists
"must bt ift real-alarm for the sccurity of their “faith, |
when they -conisider it expeditnt to adopt such 2 un !
“heard ofeourse. ¢ We do not see” sars the London
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Tones, * how, undor alaw like this, dny Englisbingy
and Protestant dying at Madrid can posibly e
any other intermont than that of a dog.”

“1¢ is diflicult,” says tho leading Lnglish Jouray|
again, ** to speak with the respeet duc 0a Foreige
State of such legislation as this ordinance displays .
and though we are Joth to seek any incidenta) u;,,'gmra.'

CClvg

" tiona of a case a0 unnpproachiable in its own disarce.

fulness, we canrot casily forget that the nation 1,
treated by the Spanish Govarument, is that o why),
Spnin is indebted for fts owrd mational existence.
British arms preserved it in its contest for indepe,.
enco and its struggle for constitutionalism , and
this vory moment, when a favor is made of pero.y.
ting Eaghsbmen to receivo tho burial of brutes apay
Spanish ground, Spaniards are indebted to Engly,.
mon in an amount of money which would purcty
half the territory of their kingdom. W do not, bys.
over, visit the wholo responsibility of this infaw.g
bigotry on the members of the Spanish Adwinistrat,,

Tho proceeding is 160 monstrous for any genius Ly,
that of Popery stsclf, it is tho worl, not'of politca.,,
batof pricsts—and if Englishaien nced any furi,
cvidence of what rampant Topéry will dare, .,
commead to ther careful recollection this pree
law, by which dead Protestanta ore ranked wul .,

communicatud malefactors, and forhidden o be .u.

red in Spanish ground with any forws of decen, .,

religion."—CA. Vilness. ' ' )
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Vacanoxmsdt 1x Loxoox.--A Parliawentary o
per lately published gives tbe following enumeration y
children in the Great: English metropolis, below b
apparent age of fourteen, und found at large ae mes),
cants and thioves. In 94 cases there wero no tracw ¢
parents: 231 bad paronts capavlo of maintaining as¢
educating them ; 580 had parents capable of cortrlzy
iag to] these,purposes ; 411 were scat out by parers
to beg.  Total number of children at large in Lond:
1,16.  Another return gives an account of children
similar age, not at Jarge, but found in lodging beas,
as mendicants and thieves : 40 were without parent '
115 had parents able to maintain them; 1,190 patewy
capable of contributing ; 433 sent out to beg. Ton
in lodging houscs, 1,782, General total 3,09 o
ile mendicantsand thicves, Ttis stated in a o,
the return that the number of children living in ..,
ness, without cdacation. and néplected by parents ay
are generally inthe receipt of wages, amounts s ..,
641 under fifteen years of age. OF these, 911 ax
charged with other ofiences than beaging and thef. .
Ifsuch bo the case in London, what must be the a»
greg « throughout the kingdom ?

..... AN v TR VL Wt s

Tne ExGrisa CHURCH AT GENEVA.—~Tho Lty
interesting ceremony of the consecration of the cL;r:ia
of the Holy Lrinity, for the English congresatica of
Geneva, was performed on Tuesday, August 34, by
the Bishop of Winchester, the Bishop of Lonton bav
ing waived lisvight to officiate, at the request of tiz
congtegation, in consideration of the long connexas
and intimate relations between the Bishop of W
chester and Geneva.

Tire bishop was met at the entrance of the charb
by Lieatenant-Colonial Williams and the committee
and after perforntanee of thie asual service, be prext
ed a very cloquent and powerful sermon from
text, 2 Thess. iii. 1, * Einally, brethren, pray forc
that the word of the Lord may have free course, azd
be glorified, even as it is with you.” Ilo referred vt
pride and pleasure 1o the circumstances of tho div~
to the readiness with which Geneva had acsisted by
countrymién inthe times of the Maridn persecotr
whea Calvin, in 1355, had proposed that a new churct
should be given them, sthereinto preach *be Gespe!
* because (10 use the words of tho old archives) the
English lad formerly received other.nations nad giss-
them churches, but it now. pleared God to afiict then ™
His 1rdship contrasted wary -happily the present i«
sitivn of the Bngﬁsh congrthation with that of their i«
cestors, although ¢ach word 'réceived with the s
spinit6f cordinl weltome at Geneva.

Ho then enla¥acd on the qucstion of what wos tle
true ** Word of God,”.not, he said,of their great op
Yonent-Rome, whithazalle tho Bible a sealed bt
and-scrunled not to avow an open hostility to its-ar
culption.  Ho then called upon hig English  bearers
canizjbute Jargoly and most liberally towards the G
chargo.of tho debti whick tho Committee. had incarred
and thanked tho Goversimernt in the strongest terss
for its iberality. = ' -

The churclr was mych thionged, as well.by. Engls®
residents and visitors 'as by many of the apost duts
guished inkabitants of Geneva aodits vicinity, a5



