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“tained “permissioni of Alvarez de]state. She contented. herself: by

' Mendoza, then Bishop of Avila, to
“lodge in a little chamber which
- opened into the church. There it
was her chief delight to pass the
day and night in adoration before
the Holy Sacrament. Prayer and
mortification were now almost her
She seldom went
ebroad except for confession o the
“church of the Jesuits. and to visit

" some pious ladies, who, though of

~

~ trived to find out her residenre, so

h
.

“high rank, delighted in cultivating
-the "acquaintance of this humble
“servant of God. Desirous to preiit
“By her pious converse, they con-

that Mary had now the mortifica-
“tion -t see her holy exercises in-
iterrupted by their visits. Butit
was only leavinis God for God: for
" her visitors were greatly edified,

" and often returned home amazed at
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..the esteem in whirh she was held. .
" L.t us bless her divine
wap ‘jealous for hep
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“her great lights on the mysteries of

#fuith-and the secrets of the interior
Life; which she could only reccive

+ from the Spirit of God. .

. . Her humility (and we know that

_ this is the basis of all virtuc,) was

oW exposed to great danger, from

gétccto",
il with

g-eat jealousy,” preserved his own
, work, placing against public vene-
¥3'ion the counternoiseof dryncsees,
d'sgusts, temptations’ end interier
ains 7 sometimes permitting the
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. shapes. , Mary supportedﬁyiﬂrg;egt

and, résignation this paihful
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saying, in all the simplicity of a
saint, ¥ Ah! Lord, surely you will
not abandon me, since I have given
you 2ll I had to bestow.” Itis a
great consolation for souls whom
our Lord trics in the crucibic, to
mcet confessors who understand the
ways of, and act in conceri with;the
Spirit of God. Her diregtor was
no other than the celebrated ¥ather
Balthasar Alvarez, of the Society of
Jesus, a person of consummate sanc-
tity, and endowed in an eminent
degrec with the discernment cof
spirits. It was he who assured St.
‘Teresa,whose confesserhe was, thot
her visions, &e. which were then a
problem in Spain, werc. of the di-
vine spirit; and she declarcs in her
writines, that she had never treated
with him of any state of prayer,
however sublime, with which he
was not acquainted.

This sood father soon saw that
Mary Diaz was a strong and gene-
rous souil, who needed nect the milk
of children, but could live cn the
hard bread of tribulation and pain.
Hence, in order to make her dieto

herseif, and to .perfect in her the

‘work of God, he excrcised her in -
tevery specics cf mortification, and
treated herwith great severitv. She
_cxperienced nothing . frox him at

‘times, but repiimands and bumilia-
tions, Sometimes he refused to
;answer her questions, or repiied to

v idévil to-appear to her in frightful ; them so harshly, that she was over-

whelmed with giief. One day,that
he saw herenter the chusch: with



