
ailce w/zait our yoting peoplie rend as it is ita they read.
The grreat point is to encourage thc taste, to acquirc the
ha , it. 'l'le habit wiil grow v iflh the laste, and very sooni
'v sa find that discrimination cornes with the habit.
I arm not of those that believe that boys and girls de-
liberateiy prefer poor books. Iln this. as in miost things.
oid lieads coule %vith old shoulders. But it is of nîuch
importance that a bent, a direction- -be given to, the
taste.

OS I >ounig people wiîo have heaithy, ilinds
in bie.ltihy bodies. are fond of reading.
1 I'.-rv one neeci not likeC it. There is no
inust about it. Tastes in this respect are

asVaie as thce' are iii atier tingiýs, and
reas justifiable as tbey ire varied. Tmsed i

bpare Iîours Nvhittiinei away at boats. Charlic is pas-
sionatcly given to io(lis. ('lara likes nothingf so weiI
.as ctttig ott and anakzing up sun(lry little, garrnents- for
lier doll. Sain is hlind ta evervthing but a1 bicycle.
B3ella can't give op lier paint box. These things arc
good in their place and oughit ail to lie made eduiting
as Nveil as aniusing. They tend to Forîîî quite as hope-
fui Young men and wornen as the taste For reading. If
you do flot have 1 taste for reading 1 cannot bime voti.
But 1 can say you lose a great pleastîre. Vota are de-
prived of a solace, an inspiration, an ùlevating motive,

wvbich is Wvorth an effort to secuire. i-lenrv %Vard
Beecher bas said that " books are flot niade fur fur-
niture, *but there is nothing else that so ieautifullv
furnishes a bouse." So rending is not an absolute nie.
cessity for Young People, but there ire few things that
niakze sucb good ail-round boys and girls. 1'lpcially
in w~inter do %vc value the taste. With "no birds to sing
to us, no flowvers to smile for us, no fields and forests to
converse with, îvhat should heconie of u, liid wve no
books.

I have no liard and fast mIles to give about wvhat
Young people should rend. ht olteti happens they know
hetter thani 1. Whcn I try to make a iist of books for
theni, 1 arn too apt to nmake it a list for sombre fifty
instead of swee' seventeen. But I knov that the Young
like books about the Young, wvhen thev can foliow the
hiero or heroine through adventurc anld (ileinma and
imagine themselves enjoying the situations. In fact 've
ali like iii this way to firîd a place for ouirselves in wvhat-
ever we read7 I do not tbink, it is of so much imnport-

Elere are two men Shooling. Blothl are doing the vcrv
snething. '['ey are using the saine po'vder and the

>aine gun. One baUl wvill gýro East, wlîile (lie other wvili
go West. Wh? 'Uhere is nothing iii the powder or in
the -uli to >ay biow the bail wvill go. TIhat is evidently
decided by% the direction given to it fromn the ver)' first
start. But for this direction, this turn, this guide, froni
the barrel of the gun, the bail iiiglit go anywhere. No
one eould tell where. So it is iii otîr rending. 'l'lie ver>'
eariiest toile that is given to %vlat %ve rend and ho%' we
rcad, geileraliv decides the after toile. 'l'lie first, direc-
tiOn, then, is the important thing.

Reading is but a nîcans towards an end. 'l'ie end
nmay be to amuse or to inforni. As flîr as the nîcans is
concernied i dIo not place reading, even Nvell selected
readinig, on a level with conversation. 'lhere is sorte-
thing in the humat coutetnance. in the interest in-
spired by eye meeting eye, that we cannot get froin
books. The next hest thing is to treat a book as you
wvould an intelligent friend.-that is. converse with it.
Read it. Question it. l'alk %ith it. Ask it for ex-
planations. Do not leave it until you have ail you can
get out of it. As "'e ail canti alk with a friend without
conversing %vitb hini so %ve can read a book without
deriving anything whatever fromi it.

Now beg-in. ht does flot miuch matter what; but
nake a start. Ble iii earnest. BIe persevering. B3e

regtular in your readiîîg. Choose whlatever yoti are
fondest of. If it he animais, choose one. If ii lac
biography, fix u[)of your hero. If it be history, decide
upon a period. If it be literature, select your author.
If it be adveniture-begini. But remember that your
reading is onlv one mneans towards an end, and that
you hlave other helps which lire of equal, if flot of more
importance. Von have your eyes. they rnust be wvidc
awake. Vour ears must lac open. Vour mind must lac
on the alert. Voti 'iii lcarn more b>' an intelligent ob-
servation than froni most books.

Next sveek I wili tell you how to formi your clubs.
PATER.
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