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TEHIE COMMERCIAN,

Sheep Breeding.

Sheep breelding is becoming an industry of
importance in scctions of Manitoba and the
Territories. Insome portions of the Territories
especinlly, tnecountry is remarkably adapted
to rafsiug sheep, and it is an industry which
will no doubt assmue large proportions here in
the future. A meoting was recently held at
Toronto, Ontario, to organize a sheep breeder’s
association for Canada, at which a very inter-
esting speech was made by Mr. John Hallam,
wool dealer, etc., of Torouto and Winnipeg.
This speech contains so many points of interest
to sheep raise's, that we deem it worthy a
place in these columns, At thé com-uencemeont
of tho establishment of an industry. it isim
portant that it should be prop-rlv uaderstood.

Sheep raisers will do well to read carcfully the
speech. .Mr. Hullam said :--

I am pleased to be with you to.day to assist
in the fornation of a sheep breeders’ association
for the Douminion of Canada. ‘Though not a
sheeps breeder, and knowing little about sheep
except a savory leg of mutton or a good flecce
of wool, I am lurgely interested ju the products
of the sheep ; here we meet on common ground
and our interests should be mutual, for I stand
petween the producer and the manufacturer,
An organization of this kind will materially de.
velop the interests of she-p breeders witha
livfly president and members working to that
end.

Various associations are being formed in trade
to protect and forward the iuterests thay rep:
resent.  On this line there is every reason for a
sheep breeders’ association, us sheep husbandry
is one of the most ancient and hovorable ou re-
cord. I want it tobe distinctly understoad that
1 do not come here to speak in favor of any par-
ticular breed of sheep or to come in contlict
with any member of the society who may have
pet ideas on fancy sheep breeding, but to give
you my experience, from a wool dealer’s stand.

oint, on the kind of wool that will produce the

t results to the farmer and maunufacturer,
In doing thiz I may be treading on dangerous
grounds and clash with some ideas as to the
meriis of the various classes of wools grown in
this country.

“Those farmers must remember, who have been
complaining of the low price of wool, that all
lustre wools bave been low for a long time,
Some ten or twelve years ago, fashion changed
and demoralised the lustre dress goods busjgess,
in which our long lustrous combing wool was
used ; therc is every reason to believe that this
class of goods is coming iuto favor again, there
will then be a better nemand for this weol st a
higher tignie. ‘3 hiere are other reasons why the
coarse and medium wonls are low priced in Can-
ada, winch largely depends on the sheep breed-
ers themselves,

Fully one fourth of the clip from the sheep
grown in Uutario is offered in an unmarketable
condition. The wool is cotted, chafly and

MINED WITH SEEDS AND BOURRK,

which lessens the value from four to five cents
a pound to the munufacturer; if a little more
care was taken by farnmiers to prevent their
sheep from tumning at large, feeding around
straw stacks and =zmongst thistles, to choose
clean places for washing and sheering so as to
Keep the wool free from these impurities, 1 am
sure the value of the entir clip would be in-
creased from one to two cents per pound. Iu
1887 we imported, principally from tGireat Bri-
tain and her colonies. 12,033,693 pounds of
wool valued at 81.875.651, and exported to the
United States ! 297,667 pounds of cotning wool
valued at $286,.256. Our ecxports of wool are
getting less year by year. ' I'ne reason for this,
in iny opinion, is that the breeders of thorough-
bred stock in Ontario huve been doing a large
and profitable business in selling their atock to
the farmers of the United Staws. The result
is that they are now growing more combing

wools, thus supplying their own mrket  The
statistival retwns of the imports nwad exposts
of raw material to and from Cannds are very
delusive, T think I cau safely say that we do
not buy one pound of domestic wool grown in
the United States.

Many farmers ask why wo do not grow mdge
fine wools in Canada and iniport less. My re.
ply to this isthut we cannot grow thetiner grades
in Canada to pay and compete with Capo, Aus-
tralia, Kuenos Ayres and Montevideo wools.
Hence wo have to import them, as they are
necessary to the success of our nuunfacturers.
Wo can

GNOW LONG AND MRDIUM WOOLS

and find a ready and protitable market for both
the mutton aud the wool. If [ were u farmer
in Ontarfo, and had the meaus and inclination
to be a stock-breeder, I would seize upon one
leading breed of sh. ep, suchus Leicester Shrop-
shire or Southdown, and run it for all it was
worth, for I think there is nothing so pro-
fitable to the fariner as sheep breeding when
carried on economically and with a determina-
tion to succeed.

Farmers often ask the question why from 40
to 50 per cent. is taken off unwashed wools and
think thero is not that difference between ua-
washed and washed wools. In bygone days the
usual reduction was one-third, but our maou.
fucturers complained that it was not enough,
owing to the unsatisfactory condition of the
wool, and insisted that it should be at least 40
per cent. From my own experience in handling
unwashed wool I think they were about righte.
If our manufacturers were vetter off and could
afford to use washing machiues I would advise
them to buy unwashed wool, not because it
would come lower in price to them but becavse
it is + etter for all practical purposes. The long
course wools when clipped unwashed from
thoroughbred sheep, when we } feed and taken
care of, will losc fully from 40 to 50 per cent.
The grade sheep do uot carry so much greasw
and o not shrink so much in washing.

We have a demaund for all onr unwashed
combing wools in the Unuite:d States, combers
prefer it in that condition, if it werc n.t for
the absurdity of ther Government placing the
same duty per pound on unwashed as they doon
washed wool. For instance, the prescnt price
of washed wool is 22 cents per psund, and the
duty 10 cents, which is about 45 per cent ; the
present price of unwashed wool to our man-
ufacturer is 12 cents, and, if we had to send it
to the United States, there would be a duty of
10 cents per pound, or over 83 per cent. This
practically

PROUIBITS THE SHIPPING

of this wool to the United States, hence we
have only a local market with the disadvantages
above named. This is oune of the beauties of
taxing raw material ; under these civcumstances
I would not advise the furmers to clip their wool
unwashed. The opening up of the great North.
west of Canada is developing a new feature in
the sheep industry of this country. The broad
prairies esst of the Rocky Mountains and skirt.
ing the Bow River are highly suitable for sheep
raising. There are now to be seen large flocks
of Montana sheep grazing on the luxurious
grasses of theso pluins. This sheeep is of the
Meriuno type, close.wooled, hardy and seem well
adapted to the country. The wool is fine me-
diuin and desirable, but I think it might be
greatly improved by judicions crossing with
some of the Koglish thoroughbreds, which
would produce a wool, if not fiucr, of a stronyer
staple and better suited for flannels, hosi-ry and
knitted goods, aud would in the near future re-
Plnco considerable wool that we now import,
The pelt is not so vainablo as that of the Lei-
cester, Cotswold or other breeds of this type,
owing to its being wrinkled on the neck, and,
if anythiog, more tender ; it is of less value for
Ieather purposes.
THE PLOCK MASTERS

of the Northwest arc endeavoring to introduce
this breed of sheep by crossing the Montana
ews with thoroughbred rams such as the Lei:
cester, Merino, Shropshire and Southdown.

No doubt they will succeed in producing a type
of sheep superior to the Montuna Merinw if they
aro only careful to breed on tho line of selection
best suited for wool and inutton, and not inter-
breed, as is too often the case, with feeders of
grade sheep, to the detriment of both wool and
mutton.

Sheep husbandry is meoting with keen com.
petition, not onl{ with regard to the production
of wool, but of the mutton also, The question
now is, which is tho best sheep that will give
the greatest amount of profit and pay for the
labor expended on its care? This, iu my opin.
jor, dupends very much on the climate and soil
whero the sheep aro to be keptand the readiness
to a market for tho sale of the mutton and
wool. Tho sheep masters of Alberts are at a
disadvantage here, as the C. P. R. subjects
themn to such outrageous rates for conveying
shecp and wonl from Calgary and static ns east,
in some instances charging as high as 3c per
pound on unwashed wool to Toronta.

This brings me to a very curious question,
What cffect has climate and soil on wouls? I
find' ia different districts that wool clipped from
Leicester, Cotswold and Shropshire is tiver and
more lustrous than the wool clipped from the
same class of sheep in other districts, and is
worth fully two cents per pound more for ex-.
portation. I am not prepared to say whether
it is thoe climate or s0il that causes this differ-
ence, bui such is thecage. In my opinion the
best classes of sheep for the farmers 6f Ontario
for both wool and mutton are the Leicoster,
Shropshire, Cotswold and Southdown. If the
wool is low they havea tine carcass of mutton,
which always commands a high price both for
home consumptiun and for exportation to Great
Britain. Merinos may do very well for crossing
with some of the more rubust kind, bat as grade
sheep they wauld not be go profitable.

Iau Claire Lumber Company, of Calgary,
will be permitted to purchase the land now
leased from the Dominion (Government, upon
which its mill stands, at a cértain valuation
fixed irrespective of the buildiogs and improve-
ments placed on the lands by the company, and
the additional value the lauds may have gained
thergby. The application of the company to
be allowed to construct a dam across tho Bow
river, has beea referred to the Decpartment of
Public Works, The Ezu Claire company con-
templates the erection of a rolier flour mill at
Calgary, but before doing so, wishes' to attain
the ownership of the leased lands now used by
the company; and also to acquire the right to
construct & dam on the river.

The Free Press of Ottawa. Ont., says: James
McLaren, mill owner, of Buckingham, is send-
ing a gang of men to his recently acquired tim-
ber limits in British Columbia, The term of
their engagement is two years. The wages
range from $40 to $75 per month for chippers,
blacksmiths, teamsters, cte.s. with their fares
paid. This will refer to the property of the
Ross, McLaren Lumber Co., in BC, Thecom-
pany will build a mill on the Fraser river.

Leamy & Kyle, Vancover, B. €., contemplate
putting in increascd power and machinery in
their mills, on False Creek, including a Corliss
engine.

Ix all imitations of the Myrtle Navy tobacco
yet attempted, either inferior stockd has been
used or the plug has beea made a trifle lighter
in weight. The latter defect is apt to escape
the atteution of the consumer until he finds

that he is smokiog @ greater number of plugs
than before. The Myrtle Navy is mads three
plugs to tho pouad, and esch plug is carcfully
weighed. ’




