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or that party hie would disown, disgrace, deny hlm, forbid bis sight, cul him
off forever. And right in the midst of it ail-a judgment, some people said
-t-here carne the awful news that Cornet Maitland of the Lancers was to be
court.xnaitialed for inisbehavîour in face of the enemy. Of course the old
pari only raged at first,-said it couldn't bie true,-'twas ail sane tout
invention or ridiculous blunder ; but lie ran up to London and saw some-
body at the Horse-Guards,-thats our War Office, you know,-and came
back loolring a century older and simply crushed to eartl. Mrs. Cowan
8iays thcy sbowed hlm, the official, report of a gentral oflicer who was called
upon t0 ezplain why hie had flot sent certain troops to tilt relief of an
advanced and threaiened post, and rcplied that hie had sent the order by
Cornet Maitiand of the Lancers, bad given him an escort of a dozon nmen
and strict injunictions to push through by night, at ail hazards, thoughi the
way was besoit with Zulus, and that hie neither went through nor ieturnod,
but was found hiding at a kraal two days alter, only twenty miles aNvay.
The escort rolurned, and alter rnuch cross-examination had told the story,
scparately and collectively, that the young officer had becorne utt<érly
unnervcd towards midnight by the reports fromn scouting-parties and others,
had declared to theni that it was aimply madness to attempt 10 push through,
-they would be niassacred to a nian,-and, though they announced that
îhey wexe stanch and ready, 'ne irefused, and ordered theni 10 bivouac where
they wert for the night ; and lu tht morning hie had disappeared. They
dcclared they suppose he had gone back t0 camp, and, aftcr waiting a day,
they returned, reporting him lost. When found at tht kraal lie was delirious
with lever, or pretended 10 be, said the general, and bc was brought in under
azrest, andi tht trial was ta proceeti. 1 don't know how it turneti out. He
was not court-martialed, but permitted t0 returu 10 England. It was said
ho talti a very différent story,-îhat he hati begged tht brigade major who
detailed the escort to let hlm have hiall a dozen of bis own Lancers insteati
of the pack of irregulars they gave him; hie diti fot trust thein, and feareti
they would abandon him as they diti the Prince ; but the staff-officer saiti
the order couldu't, be changed,-these nien knew the country, and ail that
sort of thing, you know ; andi there ivas one fellow lu the Lancers who stuck
10 it that ho believeti Maitlarti hat tri bis best to get through alono. But
'twas ail useless: somebody hadti 1 be helti rosponsible, atiti tht failure ivas
ail heaped on hlm. Meantirne, there hiat bzen a fury at home; aid Malt.
]andi hati written casting hlm off, repudiating,-cursing hlm, for ail 1 know,
-and tht next thing there came a mossenger froin the captain of bis ship
at Southamipton. They brougbt bis watch, bis ring, bis sword, anti port-
manteaus, and a letter whicb was written on reccipt of that bis father sent
hum,-a long letter, that the old mian never icad to any living sou], but
brootis over to th18 day. Tht young fellow bade themn ail gooti-by ; lie would
not live t0 disgrace then further, if thai was what was thought of hlm ai
home, and leapeti overboarti froni the steamrer the nighl aller she weighed
anchor,-no ont aboard coulti tell jus: when, but bie was writing lu bis
8tate-roomn as abc cleareti the harbor, and the steward aaw him undressing
aI nine o'clock. Ia the morniug everythiug was founti in perfect order.-
bis letter ta tht captain of tht ship, tht portmanteaus, watch, ring, clothing,
etc., just as bie bad described inl that letter,-and he was no more seeni. It
was the conviction of ail that lie must h'ave leapeti overboard in the darli.
ness whtn far out at sea.

IlThen Mrs Malîlanti bowed litr htad anti neveu liftid il again. Then,
ail aloat, and fiercely xejeCtil)g unything liike sympathy, olti Maitland took
to travel,-camne here to America, waudered arounti tht world, shunning
men as hie ivoulti these prairie-wolves; andi whcn lie had 10 go to England
lie would sec no ont but tht attorneys anti solicitors with whom hie had
business. lieue at Duuravcn hte is mort contcnt than anywhert, because
hie 13 farîher front tht world. Here Giadys is queea: ' twas she wbo nameti
il, two yeaus ago, for bier mother wasa coDuecîlon of tho cari's. But Malt-
]andi evea here baies to have bis naine mentioneti; aud that is why 1 eay
hie refers ail business t0 mue and keeps himself out of eveuything. Do you
set what a weight hie carnies ?"

Mr. Ewca had grown red with the intensity andi rapidity of bis talk. He
renioveti bis bat anti moppeti bis face anti brow with a big silk hantiker-
chief, and Ihlea glauced again at Perry, who hiat listencti with absoubcd
intercat and who was now silently thinking it ovcr, looking curiously at Ewcn
the whilc.

«"Have I bored you haif Io death ?" askcd the Englishman, sornewhat
ruefully. I neveu told that story berore, but it bas been smouldering for
years.'l

"Ilored 1 No ! 1 neyer was mort intcreste in lumy lifc. I was îhinking
what a difféet sort of fellow you wtre froin tht man I met out yondeu tht
other day. Did thty nover do anything Io cioar the matter up? In onu
country it neyer woulti bave beu allowcd t0 rcst theut."

'I t vas too far gone; aud whtn the boy kilîcti himsclf tht thing was
used by ail the govcunment papos-you'd cali theni 'administration ougans'
-as a confession of jutigmeut. Wboa tht Lancers came home there was
somc talk, but it was soion husheti. Maitianti hati shut up the aid place by
that lime and gont no ont knew whcrc, but I rea i in l one of tht Londion
papers,-Trulh, I tbiuk,-a story that two of the iîrcguiaus had quaruelîcti
wýith thelu fellows andti er tht war was over tolti a talc that made a sonsa-
lion in Cape Colony. They saidti Iat tht youig officer ivas a maligneti man;-
that up to midnight ho hati pushed on, but evtry zcout andi patrol thcy met
warned themn that thousantis of Zulus were aheati, andi thut it was madness
te try. Tht mna began whispcning among thclnselves, andi begged the zcu-
geant to attempt 10 dissuade tht lancer officer ; and ihe did, and tbey ail
began to talk, but hie refusedti 1 listcn. At last zhey halted at a itlîte strcamn
anti flatly refused Io go a step farthcx'. He oedexed, bcggcd andi iiploucti.
Ht p.romiîscd heavy rewauti to any one of their number who would tome

and howbimthe-c iy. (To ba Contiiiued.)
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