
TH E CIU 1TI1C.

AT CROSS-PLIRIPOSES.

Stuyr'csar.t read this bni letter wirir souie surpnrise. lie dud flot under
stanîd the reason giveuu for rte cancelling (if the tug~uiuî let glanced
agaiii ovr r tise letter, and hue rcnuiarkcd ui ir %%liai et:uir d ta) lina luke forctd
paiety. Clîarley avas urattrilly irunruronis. lie hiad a1 kttn perceptionu rt
rite conne, and Iris cùna-cre.tuoîr abtirnded in tluCUura ettR ur.ul fuusi. But tii
inote %%-as not waa Sîuyvesant expected front hsui. The l::rrstrrck liumi
lis artificial. It scemed to buii aisost as tiglir rthe noite' %%as the resuit of

froi t. Iu general Clîarley was as liglit lîearted a )ouut.g ir.', u tild bic
found in ail New York, and had a flosg of spirits as fanr r, nuiv. d as prossible
flousu atsy suggestion of strain. Aurd yeu titis amas nu ulie firsi tinre tIrai
Snrs>a'esnt lîad seen signs of a certain constrarni li Chuar iL VaUglîn1.

He laid the letter on one side and began lits breakfast. Tie suns, stream-
ing in tbrougi the %vindow belîind luirn, set the rooun iii a gloav. As P>aul
was porîring oui bis cofl'e lie rrnrarkcd thar tue tray was flot qrnitc leaci ; one
cornier was higher liait the otîser ; and beneailu it lae forînd a tluiu little
booik, iîrside of' wrhiclr -%vas a tinndie of slips of Iraper. In. clcaring off tue
table lie liad overlooked ils. lie recognîzed it ai once as tIse pass book
ivluich he had sent ta tIre Metrojiolitan Natiomnal Bank ta be baîanced, anar
wluiclî lie mrust have taken ont of Iris pockent the niglît before. 'l'lie bundle
of slips was a collection o! tire chîecks wich lie had drawn dring the pasi
six mor.îhs.

Orul3 haîf a ycar before lîad P>aul Snuyvesani openiec Iris firsi bank account,
depositing tIre chîeck for the salary of lits Iprcfessoisuup). lkcfors thlicle îlad
only jusi about money ciuuî.ngli to gel along cornfortably aurd to urrake boib
ends nicei ; and alilicug-lu in Europe lie lnad drawn nioncy ilîrougi tianking-
houses, ire hast nea'er bet'ore kejut a balance ai Isis banker's. Old as lie wis
a check-tiook was still a rrovclty to Iim ; an.d it aaas witla a boyislr pleasure
tirai, e broke the band whicli cncircled thc thin bundle and began ta tamn
over the cancelled chnecks. To finger îhcm nmalle Inini feel more certain of
bis position ; it gave Fini an assuîrance of lsis financial sîahuiiity. As lue
-lanccd ai rhrem lits nnind ran attend into the future, and lire sarv Iiiiuself not
only pîaying bis own way brut nrakirg a hontrc for Iris wifc. Mien lie pariscd,
for ina his lîand, attfie mrointent, %vas the very chaeck lire lrad drawn t0 îuay for
the engagecnient-ri trg he bad given to Karluarine Vau-hn. Not a few of tire
other checks could be connectcd avitîr lier mrore or less dircctiy. -i ere rvas
one to a book'seller, and, whnile nrost of rte books had been for Iris owur use,
it had paid aiso, fur air Il Evangehinc" tire inad seut to hem. T'Iere %vas anohuer
next tu ir, drawur in pa> ni i o! tigie bune siper aftern the anrc-larty, arlicli
lae had givera lier anrd whîicli Mrs. Duncan liud kiurdiy iatronized,-Ilie srisu
lier at wlricu Charecy hall fi'rted so fununily tritîa tIre prertt gir: fruits Yinkers,
\'ct a third aras tu tIre ordcr c-f a flonist ; auîd ais lie lunked an it ictee atosc
a vision of Katîsarine Vaniglin as fisc %toud luefure hini at tIr- bail, radiautl
beautiful, suprenrcly lraîiîry, anrd hîolding in hcr hnaud tIse hianch of rosc:3 lie
had providcd for lier.

As Stuyvcsauuît iuristti lsu ' blnec:k ut r, lire toi.k lit) Ise unt e c.Irlrir à Il
recogr.ized that also, arid lIe kiîw a'.lire tise is-oney bad gone. TIre clitci
was tno tie order of Chiarles Y augru, anrd in hiad tiecu îaosted tn Inini oiiiy
for:nigbt, before, la rcpay tIre muuîny Partit had bortowevd ta) ipay iris sligîr
toses the hast tine niaey lîad îala>'d luoker. lie laad tic ru rînlnîcky tula
evenir.g, and lire Irad nui yeî forgouen flic four deuces w.ith rVhichi Chiarte:
had braten L.is lice full. lc ,ux.itd, :.s il.(;i..lcno uf a. go.d gaInre c
poker scenis tu innake rnnosi tuinca suilec. As hue turîsed tIre chreck ove
on tIse others tir~ aas sirrick by the eudorseri:eniq. Most of tIre checks lia
becu dc;iobited ai otice by Ille li>ces. This alus.te hr.d Iijiàarcntiy loasse
frouîn hand ta) bar.d, ahnitist as tIoruIi it %versc a b)arskrroiut. Il %%as enadurse
four ties ; Chiartey, bad giveu it to M. Zalinski, wlico luad liianded it no Jarrc
Durt, rrr'd lsc iniitir-i 1 nEscd itl ong un Elilîhilet Druncanr. Norv, Sunîvyesar
knew Elîîuhualct Durcar lis wzIl ns lic kr.enw Cluarlcy Vaighin ; and theckncw tclh mter -.'ry ivel. 'J'lai a checck arvlîicl lire had giveni t0 Charte
siouhd fî.d ils aa> iitîo ntre iaurds niof îîilt afiler pas!-ing tînrotîglg ths''t
of two uiiknowrn men liks: M. Xalinbki ar.d jaunis litri, sitrck luisîas îpeculia

M.-airîtski-tl.c " rjrnî sti uuîd suirucra l..ttf.ruruî,o.ir, ara . l. ; ..c cta.d un,
place it ai once ; the hiandwritiu'g aras sruf< anrd feircign ; 1 *îb.%bly tire nia
was a l'olish jeav. 'I ILe -igr.aînirc of Jaunes IItrn aas 1),#!d and irrc"rniai,
îlaonrghu it, aas Irle rcsnulu of rnaii -,trcngili nrisaitlihicd.

Stuyvcsant tut ncdi ver the test (if lits clîecks carclessiy as hie wcnt o.
aviiri Iuis breLaf'ast. Tinen he itiok ta, is ligeau CGazdkl, rairli ire -.rruokt
a cigarette wi:la hric cc.fl':c. Ther sicavsp)alcr Irappencd io lue so foldi'd th;
thc ciglh 1ug n rdrIi >e le lad muot more tiar Stanccdi doavn il
first coinirs bcfore lire clicckrtd tlie ciiii wh~icli lue aa r-tigiig to luss liju
A cari paragrapu iufirmed thie reatde of Iluc Gothi s, Gaze"ilc iliat the ca
of Jarncs Bnrchîargcd befoPrc I'olicc juistice Van D)am willi Iiaving br
lais' tools in bsj jossussioui, aras bostîroncsl ninil rte fo!ovru \'diicsda
ab the reqttst of luis lawycr Mr. Iilîrîrahci Dnuncan.a

Snriyvcsant laid down the pualier and siared straight bcfone hini in dc.
tliought le hnd frm ilipj.arently- nue ccinncr.lirg tir.k beirveer. two of t1
four endorserrctts on Iris clucck. Jaunes Eurt hrad paid in oa'en to Eliuhal
D)uncan as a retillecr. TJ'lai secuncd simnple ctuough. Iblut Whuo aras
Zalinski ? And how canie Cliane:. Varrghn io tic îiaymug moncy nu x in
who lîad dralings witi a lianglan? *l'Iusc questions ie putî ta hims
rcpeatcdly, ar.d Ime fonsrdno ar.savcr. Charilev aas neithercccentric non f.'
and it was no easy task to acconint fvr luis oaving jrasscd Struyvcsanî's clic
10 a ruan lielin liasscd un on igaiiu ic a lionsc-îurcakcn. Tienu ctnuiatian
cinctminsances ti'as singnilar, ccr?.ainly3, lutn 1),'Ql>ahiy il was of rio smgnifican
whatevcr. Chanlcy ',.ad bchavcd quccnly oi ]aie ina more ways thau anc

was truc, but r doutîb lie could explain in a few words ibis curiauis linkiný
of luis naine %îrlî a rnlefactor's. l>agit ptad to hirnself that lie was Ittach!ng
tou niticli importance to a trille, aiîd that a perfectly innocent explanaton
worîld bc fcrrtlconiing in dtue tinie. 0f course, if CliarltY were in trouble ia
any way, Struyvesanît wvorld do ail that lic could to lielp the boy out. Katha.
rine «Vaughn rras a boind b-,tweeti theni. Pauli was very fomnd of Charley f«r
liià own sake aiso, and lie wis rcady to go great Iengtliq, if lie could retitevc
tie younig flloiw froni any wssirry whècli uîîigli bl. wt:ariiîg .on hirn.Sîy.
s.rnt "as not eiglit ) cars vider tlian lis% fuiture brotther iiaw, but hie kt
tuo.ird loing as at (orîliai.ned uldtr bouîlt iigl~it féel tuward tIre yuu
br..rlis.r lie lîad b).jugýlit ip. I\ot uivy for Kîtty's iake but fur Charkey humi.
self lie %vo>uld glady do wiitsover ini.,lit, !e in bis pbower.

Fur a few iiiiurrî-ts Pauil sat si ltiitly ti nking, aiîd nul conscious of the
stricts uf ciuncci.tric smiîng rings wrhich i.e: %as lutigune tîroutilu the
otier. WVlien Iris cigarette burned down _rnd scorchedi bis fin-ers, lie arouscd
liiself. Ligliting a second cigarette, lie touk iip rte iîev.qlaptr again. 11,
rrurlit d ir, and on tuse fur!>r page lie futtud this depateh froint Plirus, set îu.rtt
.çitlî a lîy-dra-like îîroitisioîî of Ildisjîlay licads :II

ITiti. E.Xi ROItAVrilEk- UtF A i-liTURI*!

'l'lie art %world ot.f Paris was îlîrowur into a li state of excitement
no*day Iîy a rina i.r tlîat rl'c great li.riniiv of Mary Magdalen, by 'I'itian, h2d
betrn stolen frona tlic liaîd-sone apartnicnî of' Mr. Saiuul Sargent, tne vel
known Anitrican iinîlionasue aîîd chirf owncr of the TIranscontinental Tee.
grapla Ccîispal)ny Th'lis is iL.c gr(at 1 icture whicli was s0 roinantical>
rccovercd two ycais ago. afCter liaving been losi t0 sighit for nearly two
ccnturics It was painicd iii Ferrarai tir 52o, for Lucrezia Borgia, and ithad
bceen lobt since tlle br'gitiving of tlle ci,-lîttenîli cenitury. fI is a single head
treatecl in tIre grc'at aitists ininst glorious miner. àNr. Sargent lia% been
away in IRussia for nînuecllian six inonrlne, leaving Isis magnificently decorated
apartnier.t iii ile Avtnriie de l'Op)ýl- lockecd nip. Wlicii it was openc'd t
Mary Magdakun was gorge. ~uliad been cut f re-i flic fratre. 'te police do
flot knowv wheu thIl roLbry lrad hecn comritt-j ; but ilaey say tlîey have a
clue to tIre th:pe.'

INow, il'.at is ver>' curions iuîdecd," said Stiyvesant to himsclf. "This
is tire secc.;d îîaragraph ina to-day's imper wliich is of intercst to Cîuarley."

Just îiiin tîncre camue a sharp) knock at tise door.

CIIAPTER III.

* Stuvvesant lookcd lip) as lie cried, IlCorne in 1
*Thidoor ulpcnet], aird Cliarlcy Vauighn appearcd. lie %vaiked srraighi

*to the blaziurg fure and began rubbing Iuis hi;nds.
Il Wtll "' said Sryv.aî,interrogatir'ely.

c l )Ii't talk tu sucr nul I've nîuacdnyýself out," Cîîarley anseered. Il ltes
a cliuîb Io gcî tî olitre lu tiis seveuntî heaven of' yours, anud it's luicky therc's

*an alleviator. A mîan wro, lîad in clamber nip t0 this sky parlor on bsis bind
legs %vould Ib. eniititd tu loir. tire Ailpine Club. And the way the wind

c rr isr'sri anid dum i thî uijerlicndicular raulrond out there would reakc a mit
kshivcr even if lie lîad brireu uîu M\ontî Blanc."

a Ciarley 'auglin was a livcly litile fellow, with curly blonde hair and a
t quizzuc.ii lace. ]lc wore a pair of eye-ghasscs, bchind which Iuis sharp M!
1 cycs Were iever still.

y Is it very c.uld ot?' asked Stuyvcsant.
fIl Il i.%ii't tX.. c.ildl I nizd," Cluarhey repicd, takin.g a cigarcite froin a c:Uý
r of cloisontir enainel wlîuc' siorrd on tIhe mantlc.p)iece. Il Its thc confuuind-d

1 nnccrtainty of the tlîing. l'in iii Greenland's icy unotintains aile day and 02
I ndi.r's curai stracid tige ntxt. In the curbe of a. wcek Old Prob-tbilit.-i

d serves rus trip a great deal of we.tilrer of assurtcd sizes,-if you duur'î ste
S; wlîat >ou wanî, ask for iî."

SIl If a ni avant a niatcla >ou will find a b.)x on tire b>ook case behind yot'.
y suggesrcd] Sttiyves-int, suîiling.
y. I hauik yonu," r.ruîrned Cliarley, gravely. Il Let nme belg of you not 1)
c ric. 1 can hcilà tiasti. 1 shounild hraise to put you ta any inconvnence."
r. lie liglitcd Ilij cigarelt, and thcer took ri) a favoritc nmasculinec positiO
't on Ileuic rth-ri r'. mb lits back to he fire and lits f<ci acil apart. ]lc 1îUfEt
l away in silence for a miutne, gancing about tIre room. At lasi his cycs f-d

as un the r:ka.rv
"Vou gor nîy tâtner, 1 sec," lic said, watcliin- Stuyvcsant cioscly.

nr "Yes," instwertd par] dryly.
.d Tiirc v2s an a%% kward pnause for a fétu seconds. Charley kept h yin C
ali on Iris lio.ýt nintil k3tiuyvcsant liappenred to look rip ; ilicir glanccs met, ari
lC tire gruest, %vitl a bittle tiervous laugh, drolr'prîi Iris g4tz: ro tIre flaor.
S. 44 I caurre ii to explain hir ht is, Charley lî:gan, iii a1 lisitairîg Wgay, C
se M.arkcd coîrtrast witli lsis glib speech ai Iris critrancc.
g. Styvesa-nt t;:noked oui sileurnly.
y, "I 1can telI you Iiow it is," înmrsr'ed Clrarley. Il 1 like the flishoP d

Tnîxcdo:- lies a' whîitc mi, for l hc's3 a g< 'irrcl.sh.arp. And s'a I tho:ai
ci) r)u wouldn't nnind uny po2plrning ur engagement fuir to.morrow."
he: Thecre was iiiothcr %-.çkward pause and then Snuyvesant said,-
1cr 1 thougi yonr hîatcd stancdglass wiîh a lioly hatrcd 1"
ýI 1 do his: il, of course; bu-" .
trau' Brut yori lîkec the bisîioji so nrucb thai yori arc willing ta make an cIcr?
cl lion in ]lis i'aaor?"
si ; '< Exatciy," said Charley, qunickhy scizing ai the cxplanaioa obie45-1
Ck offcrcd.
ot "Ai l" Siu>vesaun rcjroinc'd witîa signifucancc.*
c "Nut, wluaî do >'uu ineaîr by iliat conîcmpîiblc ah 1" cricd Chaz'e id
l, a show of indignation.


