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SUPERIORITY OF CATHOLIC SPIRITUAL WRITINGS.
By Rev, J. Spencer Northeote, D1, in * Fourfold Difficulties of
Anglicanism.*

V1L

The mention of the contemplative orders, with which my last letter
concluded, naturally brings to the mind the subject of religious books,
which I must not omit to nouce, becange the unquestioned superiority
of the Romun to the Luglish Church in tlng purticnlur, 1s n fact
deserving serious considerution,  ** Why canuob nuy of you write with
fecling and unction such as this ?** asked James 1. of his bishops,
whon ho bad read the ** Introduction a lu vie devote,” sent to lnm by
Mary of Medici.

The privato devotions of Archbishop Laud borrow lurgely from
tho prayers of Catholics,—tho devotions of Ilickes and Cosin aro
formed on thoarr very model . some of the mnost valuable portion of
Jeremy Taylor's works aro  founded * on the * great woral writers of
the Continental Church,——uging their very words and terms of expres-
sion, giving their advice and their cautions,”  In fact, the chapter on
Meditation, of which this was especially said, is littlo more thun an
avalysis of the schemo of the Spiritual Exerciges, thut all but inspired
composition of St. Jgnatius Loyola, which has been * wonderfully
blest m the conversion of tens of thousands,” Bishop Wilson
recornmended the use of the Spiritual Combat .--Thomas n Kempis
has been edited oven by some of the Evangelical party . und Fenelon
18 nlmost as familinr o Protestants a¢ to Catholies themselves.

We read in the life of u late prominent member of your clergy
(Rev. A. H. Mackonochie) that * hie seemed fairly to have absorbed
the Spiritual Lusercises of St. Ignatius, and two or three vther Catho-
lic Ascetical worhs, aud thut they supphied vory frequently the plan of
s retreats, misswons, and courses of sermons, or the frame-work of
sinple meditation,” und there 1s reuson w believe that the sune
night by smd with equal truth of a considerable number of your
High Church clergy. long ago 1t was found worth while to pubhish
a series of translations from the works of our Ascetiesl writers,
*“adapted to the use of the English Church,” and w the prefacs to
some of the earher volumes, Dr. Pusey wrote that ** in contumplation
and gelf disciphine** (i, ¢., m the whole of religion practical aad devo-
tional, objective and subjective) *the epiritual writers of foreign
churchies have, as yet, soue obvious advantages over our ogn ** Fifty
years linve passed away since thess words were written. here any
token that the balanco of advantage ig inclimng to the otheryde ?

Thus far we bave spoken of sanctity only in its higher degreo ; and
on that we might fuirly rest the whole question, because, as Aristotle
snys, ** that kind 18 altogether best, whoso excellence or pre-eminence
ia best,” but 1t mny be more satisfactory to you if we pursue the
companson further, and consider the respective religious condition of
the multitades whose vocation lies m the world: that is, of the main
body of erch commumon. It is obvious, however, that to enter into
ro vast a subject with anything like detail would be far bevond the
compass of a letter. I will only muke one or two remarks upon it.

The first thing which struck me when I began to frequent Catholic
Churches wus the intense devotion of the half clad paupers, the very
beguars, who arc in daily attendance there : there is somethimy in the
oxpression of their faces, especially when they approach the Blessed
Sacramont, utlerly unhhe anything I had ever before shen in real hile,
and only remnding one of the pictures of Catholic Seints.  If youn
could witness this for yourself, and contrast it with the almost total
absence of the very pour from your public worship, and especially from
your commutuons, 1 thinh you could not doubt which of the two
religious takes deepest rout in the hearts of the poor, and, consider
mg that ** to the pour * wwure especinlly © was the Guspel preached,
thore 15 surely a strong presumption that the Chucch of the puor is
the Church of Christ.  This fervour of devotion, however, shough
most stnbing 1 the poor. scems equally to persade all classes, and
mdeed s achuonledged on all hands as a marked characteristic of
Cathulicism.  Hear the remarks of a Presbytenan traveller on this
sulject . +*Catholictsm has certamnly a much sirouger hold over the
human mind than Protestanusm , thy fact is visible and undeniable,
and perbaps not unaccountable.  The fervour of devotion among
Catlivlics, the absenvo of worldly feelings in thar relizions acts,
stnkes overy traveller who enters a Roman Catholic Churel abroad.
« « « « In no place of worship do we witness the same intense absirace-
tion in prayer, the same unaflected devotion of mund. . . . The pub-
hic mind is evidently more religionized than in Protestant countries ;'
and he then proceedsto enquire : ** Why should such strong devotional
fechng be more widely diflused and more conspicuous among people
holdmg erroneous doctrines, than among us Protestants holding right
doctrines 27 whiclt very perploxing problem lie at Iast solves thus.
* Qur belier 15 the working of judgment, theirs of imagination ; aud in
this way we must account for the undeniably greater devotional fervor
of Catholics than of Protestunts.”

From ths difference botween Catholicism and Protestantism it
may surely be expected o result, that those who * have not faith,”
under the one system will alter Christianity to suit their own mind,
and under the other will reject it altogether, because they find it
unalterable- Then, sgaw, in practico; there is little comparatively

in Protestantism which requires selt-sacrifico; a member of the
Church of England, for instance, may be thoroughly irrehigious at
heart, and yet feel nothing in the system of s Church grievous
enough to rouse him to the exertion of publicly renouncingit. To
fulfit his ordinary social dutios, aud even to attend public worship and
go through the customary round of religious observance, can be no
great hardship to him ; and as long us he does this, none dare call
him an mfidel, and he may never be led to think enough on the sub-.
jeet of rehigion to be altogethier conscious to hunself that he 18 such ;
but, if ths person had to fast for the forty duys of Lent, to kncel at
the tribunal of penance, and there confess his most secret sins, and
crave the blessing of absolution, ke would soon find himself, as 1t
were, forced mto u position of open rebellion ; and it 15, I believe,
beeause the Catholic rules of practice are thus searching and stringent,
and enter so minutely mto the details of daily hfe, that they nre absolu-
tely intolerable to the love of indulgence, and especially to the pride
of the worldly heart ; and therefore in Catholic countries, the opposi-
tion between the Church aud the world 18 fur more distinet than
in England.
13 be Conmtinued.

REY. THEUBALD MATHIEW.

Tur ¢ Apos le of Temperance” eluims a place here, not as a poli-
ticinu, nol asa famous uuthor, not even as a great orator—for hig
victories cver hearts were duo to no eloquence but that of a pure pur-
pose-—but as one who loved his countrymen, and taught them to
tiinmpht over a besetting s, Theobald Muthew was born on the 10th
of Octobur, 1790, at Thomaustown Castle in Iilkeuny, where his father,
James Mathew, resided with lns kinsman Gaorge Mathew, afterwards
Larl of Llundaff. In boyhood, as afterwards in manhood, o gentle-
ness and amiubility of disposition, combined with utt¢r unselfishness,
endeared him to all hearts, and Lady Elizaboth, the Barl’s duughter,
determined to educate him at her own cost. At twelve years of age
he was placed by her at school in Kilkenny ; at nineteen he entered
Kilkenny College, and partly in Maynooth, and later under the care
of the Rev. Celetine Corcoran of Dublin, he completod his studies for
the priesthood, to which oftice he had dedicated himself at ar curly

ve.  In 1814 ho was ordained by Archbishop Murray.

After fultilling the duties of his sacred calling for u short time in
K¥gouny he was removed to Cork, which was destined to be the-p-
munent field of his labours. There he became assistant to the Rev.
Francis Donovan, a member of the Capuchin order, to which IFather
Mathew bLelorged. The little frinry where they resided was situated
in one of tho most lowly parts of the city. Here the untiting zeal
and devotion of the young priest began to bear fruit, and his fame ag
o spiritual director spread farand wide. Mr. Mugwire Ins biographer,
fnentions as one of the current sayings of the town, that *if o carman
from Kerry brought s firkin of butter into the Cork market, he would
not return home till he hud gone to confession to Father Mathew.”
The absunce of all sectarian bitterness i his character was well
knowu, and lis beuevolence was not confined to those of his own faith.
An instance of thisis Ius conduct on the question of burial fees. At
that time those fees fell vory heuvily on the poor of the locality.
By Father Mathew's'exertions a cemetery was opened, & considerable
portion of which was given gratvitously to the needy of every rehgious
persuasion.

In 1882 Asiatic cholera made its appearance in Cork, and during
the visitation of that awful scourge thie zeal und devotion of dMaslew
four:d an ample field. He was to bo seen at all hours 1 the most
wretched of the plague stricken localities, ussisting assiduous’y in
mecting the spiritual and temporal necessities of the sufferers. Dne
remurknble instance has been placed on record by his biographer.
Returning one night to the temporary hospital, he found u patient
whom be had visited there during the day removed to the dead house.
Feeling convinced that the patient could not be dead, he ut once pro-
ceeded to the mortuary, and arrived there just as the attendants—-swho
were necessarily intoxicated to induce them to perform their fenrful
task  had wrapped the body in the tarred sheet previous to placing
1itin the coftin  Father Mathew ordered themn to luy down their
burden, and, to his great joy, found on examining the body that-the
Lieart still beat. In a few days the man was quite recovered, and full
of gratitude to his preserver. When the plague was stayed, and the
city restored to its normal condition, Father Mathew still found room
for his charity in the relief of widows and orphans. His appeals on
behalf of the necessities were generously responded to, from the well-
known fact thav tho preacher practised what he taught.

But a wider and a greater work was yeé in store for him. The
cause of temperance had already found advocates in Cork. A church
clergyman, a Unitanan gentleman, and a Quaker named \Villigin
Martin bad combined to form a temperance society, but the work
made very slow progress. Father Mathew's influence was known to
bs enormous, and Mr. Masrtis made urgent appeals to him to give his
assistance. * Oh, Theobald Muthew, if thou would but take the causs
in hand,” he would say, “thou could do such good to these poor
creaturcs.” The priest deeply reflected on this- appeal, and Laving




