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Tue Review has not been at any pains to bmden its readers
with an account of the debate apun the Separate Schiools,
arising out of the meddlesome amenduents to the existinglaw,
introduced byMr. Mercdith and others u the Loceal Legislature
last week. There is no need to magfy Mr. Meredith's un-
portance. The Separate Solvol lnw is an Imperal and an
inviolable instrument, and it 1s beyond the reach of inter-
ference from the leider of the Local Opposition. Equally
safe is it from interference at the hands of the Federal author-
ities, if, indeed, there were any reason to expect it ; while as
to petitioning the Imperial Parhament to abrogate it, it is
doubtful if, as the Attorney-General pointed out, a half-dozen
members of that body could be got to hsten to a proposal to
remove the minority guarantees which formed at the time of
the Union of the Provinces, the cope stone of Confederation.
The competency of the Local Legisiature to deal with the
guarantees contained in  the British North America Act, is
about the same as would be that of the Mayorand City Coun-
cil of Toronto. And if, with regard to the Local Legislature
it is to be turned session after session by Mr. Meredith and
his dangerous faction into a place for the projecting of attacks
upon the rights of conscience, sccured to, and held to be es-
sentinl by, a considerable portion of the people of the Prov-
ince, rather than for the transaction of legitimate provin-
cial business, then the sooner the Provinee has done with
tho anomaly of a Local Legislature the better. Weare a too
much governed country anyway, and a session or two more
of Mr. Meredith, with his proposals against the Separate
Schools and his attacks upon -* the hierarchy,” will furnish

hard-headed men with an argument againse the continuanco
of these expensive and not very useful legislatures, whose
proper functions could all be discharged by a slight extension
of the system of County Councils.

Mg, Grapsrose hus again, in a letter to a Glasgow clergy-
man, accentuated his late testimony to the allegiance of Cath.
olics to the civil government, and again asserted that the
reason for his * Vatican * pamphlets of 1874 has passed
away, and that the responses to them on the part of Catho-
lics were thoroughly satisfactory.

Tur Holy Father has sent his Apostolic Benediction to all
¢ who in any way whatever contribute to the organizing and
carrying info effect the centenary celebration of the birth of
Father Mathew.” It is expected that the event will give an
impetus to the temperance movement everywheore.

Messaors of cougratulation were sent to the Holy Father
fromn all parts of the world on the anniversary of his curona-
tion. There were thousands of them, aud the well-wishiers
included infidels and non Catholics of every form of religious
belicf.  As usual on such occasions, Iis Houliness wade a
princely offering in behalf of the poor of Rome.

It seems that the opponents of parochial schools in Boston
have adopted a new policy in reference to Catholics. They
are no longer to be attacked as enemies to the public schools,
but are to be appronched as friends, in a spirit of concilixtion ;
Catholic teachers are not to be excluded from the public
schools ; the schools themselves are to be made more and
more atiractive ; and the Cathelic laity are to be persuaded
that it will be » great deal more advantageous, in a worldly
point of view, for their children to be educated in the public
schools than in their own Catholic parish school. The mis-
fortune is, says the Ave Maria, that greut encouragement is
taken by our Protestant friends in adopting th:s new policy,
from tho fact that thiere are a number of lukewarm Catholics
who do not realize the importance of » thorough Christian
training for their children, and still continue to send them to
the public schools, in spite of the laws of their religion and
the fact that by so doing they are playing into the hands of
the enemies of the Church. Those enemies should not take
too much encouragement from these recalcitrant members,
since the Inw of the Church can not be changed {o suit them.



