MOBILITY IN MODERN ARMIES.

(From the Uniled Service Mugazine.)

The aim of Napoleon was always to des-
troy his enemy, This was his tirst ohject.
Afterwards he mancouvred at his ense, in the
presence of a beatenarmy. .

With inimitable art he disposed his corps
in such a manner as to be able to mass them
in the shortest possible time on any point
of the theatre of war: and then, with con-
summate genius and cunning, he <>xnlxtrg(l
and induced the enemy (0 march und dis-
close his projects.

1f he succeeded in his plan, he fell upon
his adversary like au eagle upon s prey.
Lence, his veterans of the Guard used to
ioast that the leader won «ll his victories
with their legs and not at the coss of their
lives. Endowing his army with great mobili
ty, he secured great strategical and tactical
advantages at & small cost of bloodshed.

The secrets of success in all conguering
armies have ever been the same, and assur-
edly, the most important is—Mobility.
Among the moderns, Frederick the Great
was the first to discover its advantages, and
by securing it in bis armies he not only car
ried all before him, but also estabtished his
highest cliim to martial glory. Marshal
Saxe was of opinion that marches contribut
ed more than battles to the success of a
campaign, and he laiill down the celebrated
maxim that ‘“success in war depends upon
the legs of the soldiers;” uand no improve-
ment in the appiiances of war will ever en-
able an army to dispense with that essential
guarantee of vietory—the utmost rapidity of
motion—disciplined mobility.

The great merit of Frederick consists in
having foreseen ull the advantages that
might be taken against heavy maszes sd dif-
ticult to set in motion, of troops cipable of
manceuvring, accustomed tu march over ex-
tensive ground i good order, capable of
passing in the shortest time from the order
of march to the order of battle, nnd rice
rersd—in a word, troups sufliciently trained
to be able to manwuvre in the presence of
the enemy—to thresten one of his wings, to
outflank him, &c.

All Frederick’s efforts tended o this grand
development, and it must be adinitted that
the means he employed were lerculean,
Prussia becamme one cast camp.  His regi-
ments were drilled every day, according to a
new regulation, which was the most perfect
in Kurope. His army was divided into
manageable fractions, and placed under the
orders of permanent generals; the cadres of
the companies were augmented; they had
fourteen non commissioned officers (cor-
porals and sergeunts), whilst those of Aus-
tria had only six,

Frederick revolutionized infantry tactics
by introducing the formation and deploy.
wment of close colutnns by divisions. In the
hands of his generals, his columns executed
numerous tactical combinations before un-
known--changes of {ront, echellons, pas-
sages of lines, &

The thin order was lus invariable order of
battle and order of manceuvring in the pres
ence of the enemy, and so his soldiers were
exercised in moving in deployed lines; the
country round about DBerlin often beheld
twenty battulions extending over a space of
some four thousand yards, executing a
march of twelve hundred paces in order of
battle with admirable reguiarity and preci
sion.

In such a system any amount of confusion
would be fatal ; and 3o this was rendered
next to impossible by a severity of discipline
totally inconceivable at Lhe present day; but
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certainly it was the effective means of keep-
ing the Prussian soldier in rank and file.
Ile had no will of his own; personal inialive
or eflort was out of the question ; they made
amachine, of him, the better to dispose of
Lbim. ‘The punishments awarded by the
Prussian military code were excessive, al-
most barborous, Whilst slaps in tHe face
and blows with a cudgel were inflicted on
the private for the slightest offences, the
nou commissioned officers were castigated
with the flat of the sword. )

But, to the Prussian mind, there was a

compensation for these indignities. The
ariay was the first body in the State. 'The

citizen bowed belore the uniform of the sol-
dier. and the simple ensign ranked on an
equality with the highest civil functionary.

It must be remembered that the ancient
Romans were subjected to an equal degree
of inexorable and pitiless discipline: Itcan
scarcely be denied that they owed to it their
world-renowned superiority, which elicited
the fervid and characteristicencomium even
of Paul, the Apostle; but it is certain that
outrageous treatment did not degrade the
Prussian soldier in his own estimation; on
the contrary, pride and discipline made the
Prussian lines veritable bars of steel; whilst
their mobility made them irresidtable in the
onslaught, by enabling them to be massed
with the greatest vapidity, and in the great-
est numbers on the critic)! point to make
the crisis of battle at their own pleasure—
thus being ever confident of victory.

This explains and accounts for all the sue-
cess achieved by Frederick the Great, in
spite of the enormous faults he committed,
as it were at pleasure, against the most ele-
mentary rules of the art of war—-his concen
trations operated in the sight of the enemy
—lis flank-marches within cannon range of
his antagonist, This also explains Lis bold
marches across a counlry menanced by three
formidable armies—his successful retreats
after lost battles—his voluntary abandon-
ment ol the lines of operation, which he
knew right well he could regain when he
pleased. In one word, the Prussian army
was more mobile than its rivals,

And the Emperor William—perhaps the
most fortunate conquerer ever vouchsafed
to earth—owes to the revived and enhanced
mobility of his troops the largest part of his
undoubtod claim to martial admiration.
Austria was crushed, a3 of oid, Ly means of
Prussian mobility ; and then came the turn
of France, in one short month almost anni-
hilated by some twenty reversed Jena's—
blows dealt withh such rapidity that Kaiser
Wilhelm might well be excused for consi-
dering them somewhat supernatural and
“ Providential,” as would appear, by his
persistent thanksgivings to the Almighty.

It was at the very commencement of yle
campaign, namely at Wiessenburg, that the
Crown Prince’s sudden movement exhibited
German rapidity and decision in contrast
with French vacillation and delay ; betoken-
ing on the part of the Germans a purpose
and a plan and giving them the grand pres-
tige of'a victory on the territory of the
Power which had challenged them to war.
It was the same at Worth, at Gr:welotte, at
Le Mans ; but nowhere so striking and so
glorious in results was superior mobility ex.
emplified as in the entrapping of the entire
French army at Sedan. Of course, it was
the eye of Count Moltke that at once took
in all the possibilities of the situation ; but,
without the perfect and discipline d mobility
of the German troops--their rapid marches
—Count Moltke's calculations would have
failed, and Kaiser Wilhelm would not have
won his glory and enormous war-indemnity.

And yet it appears that the Prussian offi-
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cers are not satisfied with the excellence in
this respect which they have hitherto attain-
ed. They believe that still more can be
done, and without loss of time, so import-
ant do they consider this guarantee of
viotory, they are earnestly seeking for im-
provement, -

No wonder, then, that our late manceu-
vresdid not ‘““show '’ very favourably to our
enlightened and preoccupied German critics
in this éssential attribute of armies. It was
quite evident that the British Army has not
yet secured the celerity of motion possessed
by the Germans, even when they crossed the
French frontier at the commencement of the
last war. This, however, is not the fault of
the material, but of those who shape and
faghion it. Our military leaders do not ap-
pear sufficiently impressed with the neces-
sity of progress in this direction; but, like
s gverybody " in England, ratherinclined to
sacrifice to the traditional and boasted steadi-
ness of the British infantry that rapidity of
movement which, to be effective in the tield,
must be practised on the drill-ground as
much #8 any other *‘ preparation’ for acam-
paign and a field of battle.

Steadiness in the army is essential, but
mobility, or celerity of movement, is indis
pensible. The possession of the forui v
the very soul of the latter; and the l'iu:
sians both of the former and recent date
have acted on this principle, We have al-
luded to the severe drill-practice enforced
by Frederick to secure the steadiness of his
men, and it is certain that the utmost sever-
ity of discipline prevails at the present day
in the armies of Germany, especially of
Prussia. Therefore, our soldiers cannot be
too steady, but they are taught to acquire
that celerity of motion of which steady drill
should be merely the groundwork.

The military value of mobility is absolute
—~that is to say, its superiovity will Le mani-
fest in all conditions of warlare; but it has
become immeasurably morve indispensible
under the new conditions of warfare intro-
duced by breech loading arms of precision.
The extended range aud accurate aim of
modern fire-arms vender it necessary that
troops should be able to rush with great
rapidity from one place of cover to another.
Serried columns, or unwavering lines, inov-
ing in rigid formation across open ground,
within many hundred yards of a hostile posi-
tion, are now things of the past—abolished
by necessity. ‘The late war must be consi-
dered the type of all future European wars,
and it taught us nothing more forcibly and
conclusively than that the Tiruilleur, or
skirmishing, method of fighting will be ever
in requisition. Now, it is obvious that effi-
ciency in that form of warfare depends upon
the power of rapid advance and rapid re-
treat.

It must be admitied, however, that the
acquisition of mobility and its application in
war must be preceded by important military
reforms—reforms in organization. It is now
agreed upon by all military authorities that
no army in which the battalion is constitut-
ed thesmalles¢ tactical unit can maneuvre
with much rapidily in action,

And why ? Because of the aliered condi-
tions of warfare. In time ot w.r, a batta-
lion must consist of about oue thousand
men, if it is to be cffective and rvepay the
cost of the staft' and general direction, This
might agswer in former times when, in bat-
tle, battalions could be kept in massive
columns, or when deployed, were ranged in
closed lines, on the “ shoulder to shoulder
principle—enabling the commanding officer
to observe the conduct of every iudividual,

and to direct the geneval action of the whole
Lody by word ot mouth.



