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X SiBWddhiist Viewý ocf it.

.vhicl4 ýyç; ta acçrpç ta Christianty fromn Îhe aItcussiôàvs
wvhich wverè to take place At it, was the' prsm- b that
the bcathen )vould carry haine wvith theim a good report
of Christianity. How far th~e expectatioàs of «the pro
rwoters Dif îhis very questidnab1e expÎriment -have been
recalized will appear frorn the reotfapubllk neeiing
which %VaIs beld'at Yo<kohoma in one of't'he'largest

th~atesf « thi 'uro- - rthi'n f h
thiaresforthéPur o f heapng some go h

impressions. af the Buddhist re preseèntatives aàfChic.ýg&.
Ove*r -'oo persans wvere present,*and'theie wvere ten
speakers, *sèmie *of tbemn being schoi.arly' meiick The
ndffircr of the* Parlin"ment wvll 4oubt1e4sed
following report of one of the s'peeche's with 'intcrest:

Il When wve xecelved. the invitation, ta attend the
Parliament of Rtligioný ,our Buddhist"organizations
would flot send us asrcprcseùtatives'cf the sect. The
great majority bclieved that it was a shrewd move on
thr. part of Christians ta Éret us there, and then hold us
up to ridicule or..ry t- cawr is e accordingly

wvcnî as individuals. But it xvas a %vonderfut surprise
tbah awaited .ust ..Our- ideas tvere .alt. mistakeri.. h
Parliarnent. ivýs called.bocause.tihe Western nqtionslhave.
corne to realize the iveakness and fèlly of Christianity%.
and thcy rcally wished ta licar froin us qf aur religion,
ançi ta lezro what the best x.eligion is. There is na
hettor placc&in.the world ta prapagate 'the teachings, of
B3addhisrn thanin Azerica. guring the meetings,. one
vMr wealthy man from New York .becarne a conv.erL ai
euddhismi, and was initiated into its rites._ M1e is a nman
of.g-reat iaiflucnce, cn hi onveràjon may. bcsaid ta
mean more than-thc ctrsion of jo,ooo ardinaty men,
sa wc tnay say truthfully that ive made ioobo cotiverts
at that r ieeting Christianity. is mercly. an. adorment
of socety iniAmciica. It is deepIy helieved iJiýYvery
fc%,. The grect rajorty of Christians drink and commit
%tiousgO5ssint,, and ive vccydissoltfte Iives. although
it is e very comrnon belief, and serves.as a social adorn-
ment. Its.lack of power proves its weakness. The
meeting shov-ed the great supcriority. of Budd'hism o*ver
Christianity, and the mere fact of calling the inectings
bho,¶% cd that the Am ericans and other Western peoples
hand lost their faith in Christianity,, and wCre rcadY ta
4cccpt tho toachings.o! aur superiqr religion.".-....

These rewarl;s wcere rcceived nith applause. Othër

meetings are to be hcld of a siia hracter, xind .the

pesult will proebby be tbat the pawèr, of l3uddisrn..will
pec 5trengthened and the work of tlie missionaries

neutralizcd. Chicago bas flot the reputatian of being a
place in w.hicb the bcst phases of Christianity arc
generally manifested, and it is a melancholy fact that
nany of the Christians wvbo iittcnded this opjinently
ecclp .th&r 116re 6 theb highèsÇ 1e;jA The
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invalves à 9fd of.lboWpithciples of tayçA'tio1, 4enerally
accepted, are to b? applieçi. Tas are ta bd levied for
the, manýçi k.of the piubliç 'service, gacJ bvevçr
unequal the iý ideýççe.aýa faIt, the unrlyn rn~l
is that citizens shQuld -pay towards. the publie rèqAire-
niants, ini fýir proportion ta gndç.,,In .. eturpjp; the
materia1jinterest they nreableto secure.ip. thp can"mu.
mity, .1a.oth'r.wordIstbQoNViQ derivepterîal beip.i
are taxec, or tuade to, pay tol fQ.,tb~e!r priveleges.
Aàpplie&,ýQ prQlerty, thea. comruns tjýAt Ali prodv1ty.Q
proper.ty . ghuuld be taxed. Ib is . slf.nyîdepa. tlwt
clýmrches do pot corne Undert Lis category..

Thpeerqpti.on.«o Churçhes fram ±axatioii. reaspn-
ohle and .juýt. It is An easy n)attgr tg QPtablisthi5
positiop, Jndeed the wqnder is that.so.strqong.a position
should le assailed. It. ig Sur.ýly, neý.qdjlç,. t., state that
çhiurches are pot .revenue -pFQd!lqing pr perty in-.the
penee thgt g factary is, The cli:ýt.ion *s"~JpnbI

In thcpne. casç an indi .idual çr; av n~rbr of ,i - iv'dtuals
erect g..bvil.ding..wbicli they fuirnish wth ahiryn

èllwith tnaterial frçm, the- opergtians uplçn whiç»b a
mnoney psolit is deriyed., enabling those.cR1ndýPg.itto
nmqke.a living orto do,much mo'e thaq.,that,.to.,4cc 91-
Jate %vealth.. U.nsilccess(ul.epteqrpiesýre on.th~,an
,basis, Tlle success orjon-sucççÇss, o!, a.business. venture
bias notlbi g to.do.ywith the qeiopo iblt otx,

tion.ý ,Qn., the. othezr..hai;d takeý a, c~opgreg;ation. ,
i2mberof.ipadividtIls ban14 bogethçr, seçv.ýe,«. site., cect
building, Çfm<aish*.t 4ot.%vitb inaç4inry bt.wt es

andfiltit flq.wit14 ra5vpro.duçt. ofthe, field, fores:, ,çr
mine, but with men ,and opme4., There is qoq. p 1rofit
6haring ; ia niie ividenpç ,,rýep for. the
pIembcrs . by. whiç4 tbey, can build .,paqcoýxS_ znqnions
and add tu.their cfealteç.eomfarts *.1 4 is the othçr. ",y.
lnstea.o£ beipg productive Pf. fflney f91*-me M*bers* of
the.q;opgregatio.n.It. is,.'4e5truItivQof .capital, inste, aio
dsawing Apnry u, oy ISb.b.pdibyre
gift. The teason wlry thisIs done is th.at,.thecqmruui:!py
inay. be .madn. tetter .,tâ citj.z"s. maybe traiaed to
Iread quietpeaceable and ordçrly ;iy!.thît,.ýeymay
.wvorship God, Herçip lie.9 the ffçence , The.church
is An institution exisp,3 la thej.nterýt.-p( ,the, public
.good, a. ac.tory,. an office, or, a .sto;eL*exis4. for thq,.pcr
Sonaâl advantage.o! those caineçted with.it.. Thiep the
.one produces revenue, the pbher does ak, .

. Church exemptipp is -not .an oacclesiAstjcaj idea... It
,is one.of znany exemptiças çf a, simlatr charac.tar, _,,The
jiublic.. schools are. *exempted. froi taxati94 i. 40. a.re
gbvcrnmeflt iuistiflptions. Why.?. ODn *the,theory .that
they exist for the ben efit )~f the public aad that 4 charge
on them would me;mu merey the taking af rnQnoyout,of
Qflepgclet ýnd.puttiQgJ3îin the.other.

.But it haQ been objected blin ch3zrcies ar. notpn.aIl
fouis with public sçhooIs, Ibis is sa ,But,'aàazMu~bçi
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