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neutralized. Chicago has not the reputation of being a
place in which the best phases of Christianity are
generally manifested, and it is a melancholy fact that
many of the Chnstmns who attended this e mently
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Zi Buddhxst V‘icw of it.

Agxonc the rcnsons ndduced m favo; ‘of holémg the
_Parljament ¢ of Relxgxons, and the supposed bcneftts
whxch wege to accrue to Cimstnamty from the d.lSCussxoﬁs
\vhxch were to take place at it, was the' presumptxon that
the heathen would carry home wnth them a good report
of Chr;stmmty How far the expectatxons of ‘the pro-
moters of this very questxonnble expcnment ‘have been
reahzed wnll appear from the report of a publ;c meetxng
which was beld at Vo<ohoma in one of the largest
theatres for the purpose of heanng somethmg of the
xmpressxons of the Buddhist representatwes at Chxcago
Over 700 persons werc present, "and’there were ten’
speakers, some of tbem being scholarly men The
admirers of the Parlmmcnt will doubﬂess read the
following report of one of the speechec w:th mterest :

“ When we received the invitation to attend the
Parliament of Rchg:ons‘ our Buddhist organizations
would not send us as rcpresentatwes of the sect. The
great majority believed that it was a shrewd move on
the part of Chnstxana to get us there, and then hold us
up to ridicule or, try to convert us. We accordmgly
went as individuals.  But it was a wonderful surprise
tha, awaited .us, ..Qur.ideas were all. mistaken. . The

PRacliament was, called because. the Western nationshave.
come to realize the weakness and folly of Christianity,.

and they really wished to hear from us of our religion,
and to lcarn what the best xelxgxon is. There is no
hettor pla.,a in the world to propagate the teachings of
Buddhxsm than,in Amem:a. During the meetings,. one
very Wealthy man fmm New York became a convert of
Buddhism, and was mitiated into its rites. _ Heisa man
of great influence, and his conversion may_be‘ said ta
mean more than the conuersipn of 10,000 ordinary mes,
so we pay say truthfully that we made 10,0b0 converts
at that riceting  Christianity is merely an adornment
of society in America. 1t is decply believed m,hy very
few. The great majority of Christians drink and commit
various gross sins, and liva very dissolute lives. although
it is a very common belief, and serves as a socialadorn-
ment. Its lack of power proves its weakness. The
meeting showed the great supcrxonty of Buddhism over
Christianity, and the mere fact of cailing the meetings
shoged that the Americans and other Western peoples
had lost their faith in Christianity, and were ready to
accept, tho teachings of our supenq: religion.” .

These remarks were received with applause. Other
meetings are to be held of a similar character, and.the
gesult will probably be that the powér, of Buddism _will
be strengthencd and the work of the missionaries

Exeniption frorp taxatipn i8la wxder,,stjbje% than
may, at’ &'ét glance, be' bhpposed- by ddntedpgople. It
invalves & study of how principles of taxatiod, #enerally
accepted, are to, be applied. -Taxes are to be levied for
the  maintengnee, ‘of the_ public ‘service, -and however
une,qual the u;e;deyce may fall, the underlyxng prmcxpl
is that citizens should pay | towards, the_public réguire-
ments, in fair proportion to angd in teturn‘,ior the
material interest they are able to secyre,in. the commu-
gity. .In.ather words, thase wha derive materia} benefit
are taxed, or made to pay toll for theis priveleges.
Applied to property the axiomruns that all productive
property .should be taxed. It is_ self-pvident that
churches do not come under this category., .

The exemptxon of Churghes from zax.\twn is, reaspn-
able and just. Itis an easy matter to estahlish_this
posmon. Indeed the wonder i is that,so stxong a posilion
should be assailed. It is surely negdless, to,_ state that
;:hurches are pot revenue produging propesty in, the
sense that a factory is, The distinctjon is fundamental
Jn the one, case an individual or a number of mdw,xduals
erect a, bu:ldmg,whlch they furnish with machmery and
ﬁll with material from, the operations upon, whu;h a
money profit is derived, enabling those conducting.it, to
mgke a living or to do,much more than, that,.to Aaccumo-
late weal;hz , Unsuccessful euterpnses are on_thg same
basis, The success or,non:success,of a, busmess venture
has notl)mg to.do with the questlon of Jiability, to taxa:
tion. , Qn, the other. hand take.a, congregation, ., A
pumber of individyals band together, secure a site, erect
a building, fucrnish it not with maghinery, but with seats
and fll. it net wnh saw product of the, field, forest, Qr
mine, but with men and women.. There is go, pxoﬁt
sharing; no_.money dxv;dend,,‘ R, revenug for. the
members . by, which they can bmld .Spacioas  mansions .
and add to.their c(eaturq_eomforts.‘ It is the other way,
Instead of being productive af money for. members_of
the,qongregatwn, it is destructive,of  capital ; instead of
drawing money out, money .has to be paid in by free
gift. The reason why this is done js that the community
may. be made bettcr, that citizens may.be ,traiged to
lead quiet, peaceable and ordely | lives ;. that, tney may
worshxp God. Hereip lies the d:.ﬁ';rence, The, church
is pn institution existing in the, mt.ete,st o{ ,the pubhc
.good, a.factory, an office, or. a Store exists_ ‘ for the, pet-
sonal advantage of those connected with it. . Thep the
.one praduces revenue, the other doesmat, . . ... ...

. Church exemption is not.an ecclesiastical zdea. It
is one.of many exemaptions of a simijlag chaxqetgr, ..The
public. schools are. gxempted. from taxation;. go_ate
government institntions. _Why2.. On the theory that
they exist for the benefit ¥ the pubfic and that 3 charge
on them would mean mergly the taking of meney,out of
qne pocket and puiting it in the other.

But it hag been objected that churches are. not. on Lall

fours with public schools, Thisissa  Butas a matter




