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sixice. And from the pride wvhich, in their folly, men too freqinently indulge
towards one another, cornes haugbty, contemptuous, violent, abusive language ;
the languiige of haughty command, hauglty censure, hauglity scoru. This is
Ilthe rod of'pride" which is in "lthe mouth of the foolish." The foolish smite
with it ; and by doing so, they expose themnselves to rnatiy dangers, from envy,
resentment, and the spirit of' strife. B y sorne the word rendered Ilrod" is under-
stood of a shoot or branch, from the on y other place in which it occurs-"l And
there shftll, corne forth a rod out of the stenm of Jesse, and a Branch shail grow
out of bis roots,»1 Isa. xi. 1. But even in that passage, there is probably in tbe
shoot springing frotu the stemi of Jesse, an indirect reference to the scepirlal rod-
the emblemn of tbe royalty of which the prophet proceeds to speak ; and the figure
of smiting with the tongue as witb the "1rod of pride" is far more natural (when
the xnouth is spoken of) than that of a branch springing froni pride as a "lroot of
bitterness."'

The general import of the antithesis in the second clause is suficiently plain:-
"but the lips of the wise sbail preserve thiern." Il PTe iips of thte voise" are the

lips, flot of pride, but of humuity-not of the contempt and wrath ivhich arise
froni pride, but of nieekness, gentleness, kindness;, and peace. And there are
two senses in which the preservation spoken of may be understood. Fir8t, by
prudent and humble-minded dealing-bv language %v'ell weighed and well adapted
to the characters of the individuals withi ,,çlom they bave to do, and to the cir-
eumstances in whieh tbey happen to be placed,-they preserve theniselves from,
this very Ilrod of pride," and fromn its sometinies niiscbievous consequences. Or,
mor'e $eferally ; w bie by their proud and overbearing insolence tbe foolisb bring
severe retaliation and correction upon theniselves, by the provoking use of their
"rod of pride,"-the discretion of the wise, laying restraints upon tbeîr tongue,
"setting a watch at the door of their lips," preserves theni froin many conten-

tions, perpiexities, troubles, and wrongs; it gives them favour an~d good under-
standing, :and thus brings upon thent benefit and blessing, instead of îll-will,
and angry frowns, and muttered curses-the natural returns of pride.

AIIIORIS31S FR PREAlCUEs.-Tbe saine trothe uttered froni the pulpit by
different men, or by the saine mnan in different states of feeling 'will prodlice very
different effects. Some of these are far beyond what tbe baro conviction of the
truth, so uttered, would ordinarily produce. Tbe whole mass of truth, by the
sudden passion of the speaker, is made Ted hot, and burns its way.

It is inîpossitle to close a sermon tvell, that is warmly, unless the train of
thought bas been so conducted as to bring tbe heart into a glow, whiclb inoreases
to the end.

Ilaving chlosen a subject, it is well ta think over it deepl 'y, day and night, and
to read on it carefully before putting pen to paper. Take few ilotes, but as fur
as may be, let the matter digest itself in the mind.

To be worth niuch, a sermon must begin like a river, and flowv, and vwiden, and
roughen, and deepen, until the end; and wlien it reaches this end, il i3 hurt by
every syllable that i.s added.-Dr. J. I. Atlexander.

GRÂCE BEFORE MEAT.-Tbe Christian propriety and profitableness of tbe prac-
tice are so obvious, tbat like tbe bousehold aluir and the Sabbatb-school, wvhich
are nowhere in terms enjoined by the Scripturcs, it commends itqelf to every
sympathy of a renewedhleart.


