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GoLpEX TEXT..—** The glory of this latter house

shall be greater than of the former, saith the LORD |

of hosts ; and in this place will I give peace, saith
the LORD of hosts.””—Hag. ii. 9.

HOME STUDIRS.

M. Ezaiv. 1-24.... ... ‘The work hindered.

T. Hag.i t1-15.... . . . .The prophet's reproof.
W.Emav. 1-17..0000evvnnee ‘Tatnai’s letter.
Th.Bimavi. 113,000 ve...The new decree.

F. Hag. il 1-23.. . ... .The people encoluraged.

S. Zech. iv. 114 Success foretold.
S. Lra vi. 14-22.. .... . .Thededlcation.

HELPS TO STUDY.
1. THR BUILDING OF THE TEMPLE—Vers. 14, 15.

In our last lesson, we saw the zeal and eagerness with
which the returned Jews began the great work of the restor-
ation of God's house.  But t’f\cy were net allowed to proceed
in peace. As soon as the Samaritaus heard of tt, they de-
sired to take part in the work, and thus denufy themselves
religiously and nationally with the Jews. They asserted
that they sought God, even as did iis K:oplc. This was
plausiole, but completely untruc.  For their religion was in
reality idolatry, with a wlitewash of Judaism, 2nd Kings,
xvii. 33.  DBesides, the chosen race, uf whom was to come
the Promised Seed, must be preserved from all admixture.
The Jews, thercfote, with just indignation repelled their

roffers of assistance. This repulse made the Samantans
giltcr enemies. Inevery way they endeavored totrouble the
workers and to thwart the work. They wrote letters to the
king of Persia to excite his suspicions and jealousy.
as long as Cyrus and his son, who were in sympathy with
the Jews, reigned, their efforts were in vain, As soon,
however, as the usurper, Artaxerxes sat upon the throne,
the Samaritans obtained from him a decree prohilating the
work at Jerusalem. (Note 1). But Artaxerxes was over-
thrown by Darius, who, like Cyrus and Cambyses, was a
disciple of Zoroaster, and in sympathy with the monothaism
of the Jews. These, thercfore, tovk courage, and stirred up
by the appeals of the prophets (Note 2), 1esumed the work.
But opposition again arose, this time it was from the Persian
satraps, or governors, over Syria and Palestine (Ezra v. 3),
but they were not so bitter, and more candid, than the Sam-
aritans. When they demanded of the elders the authonity
for rebuilding, they were refersed to the decree of Cyrus.
‘Accordingly, the letter of complaint which the governors
sent to Darius carried with it its own answer.  The annals
of the reign of Cyrus were examined, and the decree found.
Darius, therefore, commanded the governors nat only to de-
sist from hindering the Jews, but to assist them in every way,
both with money and supplies.

Thus encouraged, the Jews builded and finished the
house, which was completed on the third of Adar, just 70
years after the destruction of toc first temple, in the sixth
year of Darius, and therefore in the spring of B.C. 3515.
twenty years after it was commencad,

God's temple in the hea,t and in .2 world is built slowly
in the midst of great opposition and discouragements.

Nothing can %indcr the upbuilding of God’s temple, and
nothing, therefore, should discourage the builders.

In the upbuilding of onr own Christian character, and
carrying on the work of God against others, let us never
weary. Faithful continuance in well-doing will be at last
crowned with suceess. .

The kingdoms of this world and their sulers are used b
God in the cstablishment of the kingdom not of this world.

Every palicy and decree of men is overruled by the Xing of

kings, for the perfecting of this great purpose of love for

men.

1l. THE DepICATION OF THE TEMPLE—Vers. 1518,
As 500n as the lemgle was finished, they proceeded tosol-

emnly dedicate it to theservice for which it had beea built.

Al united in this festival, Amon§

representatives of alt the tribes. N

been attracted towards Judah from Israel. These were no

the people there were

doubt increased, wken Israel was laid waste ; and shared the

exile and return of Judah.  Seven hundred victims were of-
fered—a small number compared with those offered at the
dedication of the first temple, 20d Chron. vil. 5. Twelve
he.goats were offered for a sin-offering, one for cach
tribe. The returned children of the captivity cvidently
therefore considcred themselves as representatives of all

Israel. The priests and Levites were arranged in their
aases had assigned 1o

sevarat divisions and courses.
shem their various duties and privileges, Num. iit. 6-10;
viii. 9-14; although David bad divided them into courses,
2nd Chron. xxiii. 6-24, xxiv. 1-19.

The temple is consecrated, that is, separated from all that
is profane, for God's service and presence. So the heart,
which by a true divins indwelling, is made a temple of God,
is to be consecrated from all sin and dedicated to the service
of Gad. Every power, every faculty is to be consecrated.

Dedication is grounded in sacifice, Thesin offering was

%ﬁiul of one great sacrifice which alone takes away sin.
e
mcrifice before they canbe

blood, we are consecrated t service,

But |}

any had in past times

heart apd life must be sprinkled with the blood of that
uﬁ&ted. Redeemed by Christ’s
o .

Tlhe otdecly arrangements of the workers and their servi-
ces is essential to all progress. There are manifold zifts and
powers in the Church. ‘The Oac Spuit divideth to cach
man scverally as {le will.  Each has his own place and
work, 2nd it is important that hs ascertain what it is, and oc-
cupy it fithfully.

11 Tur Feast oF THE PAssover—Vers. 19-g2.

The dedication of the second temple took place as soon as
the building was flmshed.  The Jews did not wait, as did
the builders of the hist temple, for the great autumn festival
of tabernacles.  However, there was an app.opriateness in
the time, for it was just upon the eve of the national festival
of the Passover, wltich was now celebrated.

‘The passover washeld at the beginning of the sacred year,
It conunemorated the Exodus and the birthday of Isracl as
a nation, while it also foreshadowed the onc event for the
sake of which Israel had been chosen and called and made
a nation, namely, the death of Jesus. There was, therefore,
ja peculbtar htuess in the dedication of the second temple tak-

ing place upon this festival.  The restorauon from Babylon
was a sccond Exodus.  All made teady  kezp the feast.
All legal aud ceremonial defilements were put away,  The
priests and Levites killed the Paschal lambs for the peaple.
Originally each head of ahouschold performed this office, but
on account of the danger wnd frequency of legal defilement,
it came in course of time to be dc?egated tothe Levites, who
acted, also, cven for the priests,

With the returned Jews there united in this solemn service
all such as had separate? checmselves from the filthi.
I ness of the heathen of the land, There were descend-
ants of Jews who had remained in the land when the rest of
the natton had been carried away captive.  They had no
doubt, intermarrted wath the heathen and violated the laws
uf Moses as to fuod and puriticauons, and worse than legal
deklement would be the moral pollution which they could
not fail to have contracted. But now, having separated
themselves altogether from the heathen, they did eat the
Passover with their brethren.  For 1t was the feast of un-
leavened bread. All leaven was forbiddden.  This very
srohibition symbalizad the temaving of the leaven of sin and
impurity from the heart and life.—Exod. xii. 153 xiii.6; 2
Chron, xxx. 213 xxxv. 17; 1 Cor. v, 7, 9. For seven
days, the allutted numbet, they kept the feast with joy.
God had made them joyful by the deliverance which He
had wrought them. He turned towards them the heart of
the King of Assyria, so that, instead of hindering, as did
his predccessors, he had helped them in their work.  Thus
the gcarts of kings and all rulers are n the hands of the Great
King, —Prov. xxi. 1. Their hearts overflowed with joy,
which gave utterance to itself in those glad psalms, the
exlvi.—cl.

1t is remarkable that during this fesuve season a deputa.
tion from Bethel came to inguire whether the few days of
fasting and mourning established during the captivity were
still to be observed—2Zech. vii. 2-5. The prophet indig-
nantly repudiates the observance of fast-days in a time of
joy. Even during the exile, after the first burst of sorrow
was over, except to a faithful few, they had possessed httle
reality. But now they would have been altogether mcaninf-
less.  The prophet, therefore, bade them make them ho.
feasts of joy an gladness.

There is a very weighty lesson here for us. A religrous
observance, a ceremony, a day of fasting, whose meaning
and spirit are gone, is worse than useless. Let us beware of
unreality i rehgion. The outward act should correspond
to the inward spirit.  Our Lord taught the same truth to
those who asked why his disciples did not fast.—Matt. ix.

14, 15.

4,Ch§ist our Passover is slain for us. We have Leen re-
deemed from the bondage of sin and death, and are pilgrimas
from the Egypt of worldliness and s to the Canaan of love
and peace, the Divine presence and glory. ~ We must put
away all leaven, scparating ourselves {rom all sin and selfish-
ness. We should serve the Lord with gladness.  Joy is a
frwit of dhe Spint and should charactenze the Christian life.
Rejoice in the Lord,

EXPLANATORY NOTES.
1. For the better understanding of the place in Persian

history of the present and several following lessons, the true
list of Persian kings 15 here given from William Swmith:—

Beginning of Length
each rcign, of
B.C. reign.
t. CYAxaRes king of Media ( Akasuerus:

Dan. iX. I)oeeeerioenanaaes erernaans 40 years.
2. ASTYAGES, his son, last king of Media
(Darius the Mede) ...... ... [N . 594 44 years.

3. Cyrus, son of his daughter and Cam-
byses, a Persian noble, founder of the
Persian Empire. (Rawlinson says 558). 550
Cryus begins to reign at Babylon, Jan. 5, 538

4., CAMBYSES, his son, (AAasuerus: LEzrawv.

6) cerennnesons XPTTTTITRROR Jan. 3, 529

5. GOMATES, a Magian usurper, who per-
sonated Smerdis, the younger son of
Cyrus (drtaxerxes: Ezm iv. 7, ete.),
about Jan, Teeeoeenoasns tessascasan .

6. DaRr1us, the son of Hystaspes. A Per-
sian noble, raised to the throne on the
overthrow of Gomates, Darius: Ezra
iv. 5~24; ¢hs. 5, 6 Jan 1,

7. XERXES, his son (Akasuerxs: Esther),

Dec, 23,

8. ARTAXERXES LONGIMANUS,his son (A7-
tagerxes: Erva vii., Nehemish). End
of his reign, Dec. 17, 423).  Dec. 7,... 465

21 years,

74 years.
7 months

532

521

485

36-years.

11 ysars,

42 years.

2. Haggai.—With regard to his tribe and parcntage, both
history and tradition are alike silent. According to tradit.
ion he was born in Babylon, was a young man when hie hirst
came to Jerusalem, pmﬂ;\bly of priestly rank. He was an
old man at this time, living long enough to see both the first
and second temples.—Smith’s Bible Dictionary. Zechariah.
Son of Berachiah, and grardson of Iddo.  He is called son
because he was descendant of Iddo, as Jesus was Son of
David; and because probably his father was dead, and he
was the next representative of the famuly after his grand-
father Iddo. e scems to have emtered upon lis office
when quite young {Zech. ii. 4), and must have been born in
Babylon, and retumed with the first caravan of exiles under
Zerubbabel,

PROPER Ust vF 11ME.

*‘ Gather up the fragments” of time, *‘that nothing be
fost,” This can be addressed only to those who are cmploz-
ing the greater portion of their tme in some carnest work.
He who floats aimlessly and lousely in suciety, has no frag-
ments of time as related to a whole. 1t is all fraginents.
He himself is a fragment lying useless, and his whole lifere-
quires to be recast.  But whatever the great business of a
man may be, however engrossing, there will always be some
‘ragments of time that will remain; and with most men thesc
are 5o considerable that the disposition made of them will
greatly modify the results of hfe. The secret of doing much
ts to du a little at a tue, and o persevere 1n downg ut.
Half an hour a day in the service ofan earnest purpose has
been sufficient for the acquisition of languages and the wnit-
ing of books, and for laying the foundation of a lasting fame
Even the minute fragments required for drawing his waxen
ends was employed by Ruger dSherman an luvking on his
book Lefore him ; and it was thus he became a sage and a
signer of the Declaration of Independence.

Let a professional man, or any man, when he starts inlife
have a side study, be it history, or a language, ot poetiy, or
any branch of natural histury, us gevlogy, and let hum give to
it the fragments of his time, and he will be surprised at his
own acquisitions., ‘The whole 1one of his thoughts and life
will be elevated ; the change of subject will be his best re-
creation, And what is thus true in literature and science 15
more so in religion, and in all that relates to uuty. There
is no time to brief for ¢jaculatory prayer. \When the coun-
tenance of Nchemuah was sad for the desolations of Jerusalem,
and the king asked him, ** What is thy request?™ there was
time between the question and tae answer for hum to pray to
the “*God of heaven.” If the objects of this world had been
to furnish opportunities for doing good, it could hardly have
been arranged better than itis; and whoever hasa heart set
upon that, will have no need that any fragments of time he
may gather up will be lost. —AMark Hopkins.

WHAT STANLEY DID FOR GEOGRAPHY.

Stanley gave nine months to the exploration of the Lua.
laba, or rather to the Livingstone, as he called it, and as it
must be called for all time.  Before he went out on this s
sion we knew there were two rivers—the Congo and the Lua-
laba. We kaew that the Congo ran into the Atlantic Ocean,
but its source was lost in cataracts. The Portuguese were
content to scatter a few settlements about its mouth, and
trade for gums and ivory along its banks. But it was an
unknown river beyond the catasacts. We knew there was
a river in the middle ot Africa called the Lualaba; we knew
it had a swift curzent, that it was a river of large volume.
But beyond that we knew nothing, Some had one theory,
others had another. Livingstone was convinced that it ran
into the Nile, was really the source of the Nile; and who
would question even the theory of so great a master? \What
Stanley did was to show that the Congo and Lualaba were
one and the same; that the Congo, instead of losing itself
among the rapids, was to force itself intu the very heart of

e continent; that the Lualaba, instead of going north and
submitting to the usurping waters of the Nile, was to turn
to the west and force its way to the sea; that these two
trivers were to disappear from the map, and be known as one
river—the Livingstone; that this river was to be 26co milcs
in length; that for nearly ten degrees of longitude itwas to
be continuously navigable; that 1ts volume was 1,800,000
feet a second; that the entire area it drains is 800,000 square
miles—inother words,thathere wasanimmense waterway 3000
miles into th centre of Africa, navigable with the exception
of two breaks, which engineering science can easily sunnount,
—a waterway into a tropical empire, nch in woods and
metals and gracious soil, in fruits and grains, the sure home
of a civilized empire in the years to come. As Petermann,
the eminent German gco{;mphcr, puts it, Stanley’s work was
to unite the fragments of African exploranon-~the achseve-
ments of Livingstone, Burton, Speke, Du Chaillu, Baker,
Cameron, of all the hecoic men who had gone before him—
into one consecutive whole, just as Bismarck united the frag-
ments of the German pcople, lying about under various

rinces and dukss, into one grand and harmonious empire.

Zven as Bismarck had created imperial Germany, so Stan-
ley created geogeaphical Afvica.—30kn Russell Young, in
Ffarper's Magazine for Oclober.

AT a recent Missionary Conference at Yankton, Dakota,
connected with the missions of the American and Pres-
byterian Boards, 227 Indians were prescnt from,abroad, the
uuiorily coming 200 miles, and as many of thc Vankton
Todians.  Some of the gxxuﬁons discussed by Indian mimss
ters and iaymen were, ‘ How to promote revivals,” and
* How to honor the marriage refation.”




