
292 STRIKE, BUT HEÂR.

tinPili-iv what you have to give to the poor directiy, and flot
throiigh tie co.,tly channe!. of extravagant and irrespon8iblo managers of
Theutru, and Lalls, whether the dresses are silk or calice!

STIKE, BUT IIF.AR!

A Baptist brother in Warwick, Ont., who, we are glad to see, reads
*e Canadian Independeiif, semis us the folleiWing, under date of Janu-
ary l2th:---

"SI.-In the ('anadian Independent, for the present znonth, is an
article headed, ' More about Union with Baptists.' With your permis-
sion, sir, 1 wish te make a few remarks on that article, through the
mediuin of your iMagazine. Truthi is iiever afraid of examination, con-
sequently I would say, ' strike, but hear !

In speaking of the Baptists ycît.say, 'We have no wishi to speak un-
charitably iii regard te the usages of our brethiren, but we cannet help
thiffking duiat for any denoinination, and that perhaps not the mo8t
learned, to set up its opinion against nearly the whole of <2hristendom,
and unclhurcli it, on the score of an honest différence respecting the mode
of baptismn, savours tee strongly of the clainis put forth by a certain,
011 nman iii the chair of St. Püter's, at itome.'

I an net, awarc sir, that we dlaini to be the m,,st le-- rnied denomina-
tion. As far as lcarîîîng is concerne1, we dlaimi equality with, other
religious bodies. Supposing, hoNwev2_r, it were granted for the sake of
argument that we were the niost learnied denomination, that ivould net
prove thiat our usages are righit. In religvious miatters tlic Most learned
men are semetimes th~e mosn ignorant. Thei truthi of our principles and
practices mu&t be tested by God's Word, and flot by our learning. If
you, sir, consider that our usages are wrong, you oughit te prove your
charges. It is quite an easy matter to tell us that w-e resenible a certain
old gentleman at Reine. 1 could tell you the samie thing, with perhiaps
as niucli reason, but it would serve ne good pupoe 1 amn quite wilI-
ing te diý,cuss the miatter withi you on scriptural ground ; te hear your
opinion, and shieN mine. 1 affirn that baptisni oughit always to precede
churchi fellowship ; this you deny.

Now then, sir, will yeu take up the gauntiet All I ask is a fair
liearin-."

Our correspondent wvrites temperately and courteously, and we shall
endeavour te reply in a similar spiric. The "1pinch " of the article upon
whichi lie animadverts, seems to be in the mild allusion te the '-old man
in the chair of St. Peter's," and the reason ivhiy hie takes that unkindly
is, doubtless, that our Baptist brethren are constantly saying something
very sunihu' ith regard te our hiractice of infant baptisin, whichi they
neyer tire eharacterizing, as a Ilrag of Pop)ery." It is te that, probably,
hie refers whien lie retorts, I could tell you the same thing, witli per-
Laps as iiuch reasou, but it weuld serve ne good purp)ose." Our brother
is xrnstakzen. lie will always serve a good purpoàe if lie can drag errer
te the lighit, and whien lie can show us that we are hiable te such an indict-
ment, we shahl take his smiting as "la kindness," and his reproof as "lail
excellent oil."
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