;"&} * - +
,af:?%"
i B imanmedd
i THE MISS NOMERS. awesome in the knowledgo that the
) Miss Dr s exceedingly fair, livea of his slumbering comrades, per-
; letss'\smx&lc l1s cnstréd §syn hcn’r 9 haps the success of his country's
% Miss Black has o gray head of Hair, | cavse, might depend upon lus alerts
Miss Graves is a il?:t gvery mierry; | tiess and sagacity, and then the soli-
Miss Lightbody weighs sixteen “0"“’! tudo and obscurity ifmpressed  him.
Miss }hch scatce can muster & gultle | poroiuor ho was worn ¢ by many
“ Miss llnrc wears a wig and has none, | hours of forced marching, and his
L And Miss Solafnon is a sad nipuyl | siervous system was shaken by weeks
Miss Mild a tersible scold, of fighting, excitement and fatigue.
y 3 may's _{ s eyes and esrs were strained to
i Mis.:nat;'ves ever cross aud - con catch the slightest sight or sound of
" Miss Youhg is now grown very old, | anything portending danger.  Ife
And Miss Heaviside’s light as & | started at every rustle, every moving
G Miss é“ﬁm is at least five feet ten, shadow caused by the swaying of a
‘S'o Miss Noble's of humble extraction, | branch in the wind, and could scarce-
Miss YTove hag a hatred toward men. | ly restrain himsclf from firing off his
While Miss Still is forever In action. | myusket and running back to camp,
- where confidence could alone be re-
: Ml\sliss rsc:i:rl‘:c alo‘:}’(:s“l;x:l: l:;:.a hiy, gained by mingling with his fellows.
Bliss Violet ne'er shnnks from our Under the strain of physical ex-
view, haustion, supplemented by the freez-
And Miss l\szcnmn thinks all the ing temperature, he at length became
Miss g‘:gdc’;uld‘s a naughty yonng elf, { drowsy and numb. His legs began to
Miss Lyon's {rom terror a fool, give way, He felt that he was slow-
Miss Meé's not at all like mysclf, ly but surcly losing consciousness,
Miss Carpenter no one can rulel notwithstanding his cfforts to fight
wron it off. lec staggered against a tree
Mﬁis;v":llfcl&lihoal?s!w;;s‘:g:l%uuny, B and, sliding to the ground in the
Miss Singer ne'er warbled a song shadow of it, rolled over on his face.
) And h\S. poor DMiss Cash has no [ The smow that melted upon his lips
nioney; . 1q | and temples revived him after he had
Miss ‘I‘!,::mm“ would give all - she's lain there a few minutes, ard he
‘To purchase a man to her liking, gathered his wits together sufficient-
Miss Merry is shocked at all mirth, |1y to realize the danger in which the
Miss Boxer the men don't find strik- army stood of heing surprised by the
ing. enemy and his own peril if found in
“ flow, | lis present position by the round. No
Mi\?hsmls};:p(::cs ‘\xmaes‘ol::;w soeeelfs the explanation would be listened to Ac-
tomb; . cused of sleeping at his post, he would
mk: dJ °§“-":Sm &“‘::‘;;‘;‘;‘;"sn‘z‘f’cﬁ: wat | be summarily court-martialed and
" shot.
Miss .}rl{(:nx:ﬁlet resides in a city, Thia thought galvanized him into
The fc;‘e,xels of Miss Standfast are | activity agam, and he bent his s-ifi-
. shaxen; N enied Hmbs in an cffort to struggle to
¥ M}\s;?sf xczt:i‘:?&’}l:l b}n::. “1;:,? 1‘,’::“¥5,_ his feet. As he did so he thought he
: sakenl saw something moving among the
// Yromn Pick-Me-Up. | trees, and his heart came into his
o o o mouth us he made that something out
MR to be a man. His first impulse was
A S l d’ to sccure his musket, which was ly-
0 lers ing where he had dropped it a few
o oo yards away, and challenge the prowl-
S acrlflce. er. He checked himself, however, for
fie reflected that if he moved out of
L H @ the shadow of the tree he would cer-
. Wash- tainly be scen and the man would get
e e o 176 Vorke | vy s
Lee, was retreating through New Jer- ;::uld fire dat tum. AI\ the san:ehtlme
sey, with Cornwallis in hot pursuit. occurred to him that he might be
The: rod of hattles appoared to have watching the spy whose Aidcntxt) his
definicely sided with the biggest bat- | wnley everybody, had vainly sought
' talions, Disaster had succeeded dis- M ‘ 7
aster in rapid succession and despend- strengthened by thc| fac‘tA that the "1“
ency prevailed among the patriots ev- was coming ffom the direction of the
ervwhere. camp, not going to'w:\rd it
The American commander-in-chief | FOWever, this might be, the wan
had been balked at cvery turn  his was ‘ph.v.inly ignorant of the seatry's
| bestdaid plans had been frustrated, | Proximity. He advanced to the edge
fiis most audacious coups anticipated. of ““‘. wood, pecrcd. rapudly in cvery
! It wag cvident that the British were ditection and, running along in the
kept informed of the plans and move- shadow, ctered the wood again a
ments of the little army. But how? few yards irom whete Travers was
By whom? The strictest investiga- crouching,  Leaping out upon him
tion, the utmost vigilance had failed Frnest grabbed Inm with both hatids.
tn show. The fact. as was inevitable, | The man uttered a low, startled yell
avas gradually exercising a demoraliz- and struggled desperately to free
ing cffect upon thé force. Comrades himsclf. DBack and forth they swayed,
began to regard cach other with sus- the seatry shouting tor Ixcll)‘untll he
picion. Enthustasm had been succeed- | Was borne against a trec with such
ed by uncasiness, which in turn was violence that he was ncarly stunned.
giving place to vague tetror §uddenly the man ccased strug-
Colonel Edward Dayton, one of the gling.
chicef's trusticst and most zcalous of- “I am lostl Here comes the guard,
* ficers, had been specially charged to | Don't shout, For God's sake, have
7 elucidate the mystery and had sct | mercy upon me and let me go,” he

about the task with e thoroughness
that characterized all Lis actions. He
had devised all manner of ingenious
hut futile schemes to entrap the
traitor and had sworn to make a ter-
riole example of him if he ever caught
him.

Colonel Dayton was a stern mat, a
martinet in all matters pertaining to
. military discipline, but of a kindly
future at heart. 0f old Colonial
stoer;, he had scrved with Washing-
ton against the ludians and was in-
tenscly patriotic. When the struggle
for freedom began he had at once is-
sued-from the retirement in which
tie had been living in New Vork and
hiirried to the fictd, accompanied by
his son George and Ernest Travers, a
distant rclative. Young Travers, who
‘wwas about the same age as George,
fiad been Lt an orphan and destitute
when a little child. Mrs. Dayton had
suggested that they could do no less
3 than take-the bov .in and.bring him

up with theil- own children. Her hus-
band had: readily acquicsced and had
never had rcason to regret his kind-
ness. -Erncst,- iz fact, was engaged
to marry Priscilla Dayton, the Col-
onel's only othef child.

The retreating army, by a-serics of
rapxd marcheq. fad succecded in baf-
‘fling thelr pursyers and found them-
4 selves at nightall on the outskirts of
a wood. The commandcr-in-chie! de-
cidcd fo call & brief halt. As. & pre-
. caution no fires were ullowed; but
* despite the bitter cold the exhausted

soldiers, with the, exception of’ those
" told.off to xuard the camp, threw
themselves on .he snow-tovered
: ground and soon forgot their troubles
and’ hardships in sleep.

Enmt, Travers was among the ua.
fortunate men detailed for outpost
oduty, He found himself stationed at
- -the edge of the wood, out of sight of
-the camp and of every other seutry.

“\{Tt was dreadfully; ‘lofiely. The moon
£\Wwas at the fuli, but velled b, clouds
. andiin- the dim light the tall,
 ‘trees Jooked like ‘spectres.  He was

cxpexleaee, but there: was. something

bare

" as‘bLrave as‘any other. man of his ine.

‘supplicaved, hoarsely.

Travers started as though he had
been shot. Dragging the man into a
clearing where {t was light cnough
101 him to sce his face, hie pushed him
away from him after a noment's
hesitation and said:

IIRun' "

The man nceded no sccond bidding.
As he disappecared in th: darkness
Travers, trying to calm his violent
agitation, hurricd back toward his
post; but erc he had taken many steps
a stern voice ordercd him to halt,
and he found himself surrounded by
the guard. One of the soldiers was
carrying the musket he had dropped.

*“What are you doing off post  and
without your musket?' demanded the
sergeant,

4] « I — nothing,”
Travers, confusedly.

“I saw something run into yonder
thicket. Here, Putnam, Van Zanadt,
Holloway, quick, after him. Cet him
alive or dead. Shoot at anything you
see moving. You others arrest this
fell »w and fill him full of stugs if he
attempts to, break away.”

The three men named darted away

. stamntered

into the wood, while the others seiz-:

ed Travers, who offered no resist-
ance. The sergeant struck a lght
with a tinder box and flint and ex-
plored the ground round about.

¢TI thought I was not mistaken,"
he exclaimed, ‘*Another man has been
heré,  The footmarks are different.
Oh, it it were only daylight, so that

we could follow his traill Al what_

is this?"

He picked up a alip of folded paper.’

It bote a number of Ilgures and capi-
tal letters,

“A cipher message! Oh. Lo! Wé're
on a red-hot clue this time, and’ no
mistake."

“Sergeant,® began Travers, *'I--"

“Silence, traitor!™ commanded:the
sergeant. “Keep your lies for Colurel
Dayton and the chief. You'll need to

invent a mighty plausible expluutlon,
‘to esupe facing « firlag patty at day-
break.

The wldleu who had'ben ¢ mt in

o s -
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pmsuit of tho fugitive presently re-
turned and reported that they had
scen nothing of him, Tho guard then
closed around Travers and he was
marched back to the maln command.
The army was already astir and the
other sentries had bheen called in, for
Washington was very anxious to put
the Delaware between him  and  the
British.  Travers' comrades looked
wonderingly at  him as he was
brought in.

Colonel Dayton listened to the ser-
geant's report without saying a word,
and taking the ciplier message exame-
ined it Jong and intently, Ilis face

waxed very pale and hard as he said,
shortly:

“Bring the prisoner here.”

Travers, hcavily manacled, was

brought forward.

The colonel motjoned to the sere
geant to draw off his men, amd the
guard, lining up and grounding avins
at a respectful distance, left uncle and
nephew facing cach other,

For a moment neither spoke. Trave
ers, with head ercct, eyed the old sol-
dier calmly aud waited to be ques-
tioned.

“Ernest Uravers,” said the colonel
at last, and his volice was harsh,
¢t when you joined the army of hberty
you for thr time being severed all
family tics and becamie the ser ant
of your country, which you swore to
serve faithiully and defend with your
hfe. Remember that you are dealing
not with your uncle, but your super-
ior officer, and that claims of rela-
tionship cannot be evoked. You are
accused of a terrible crime, the pun-
ishment of which is an ignominjous
death. Unless you can prove to me
beyond the shadow of a doubt that
you ‘are inuocent, the penalty will be
inflicted swittly and pitilessly,

‘“The charge agamst you is that
you are a spy in the service of your
couttry's enemies; that you have sys-
tematically kept them informed of
the movements of the army of liber-
ty; that while on outpost duty you
were caught holding intercourse with
sOme person Or persons unknown,
emissary or emissarics of the enemy;
that in the confusion caused by the
uncxpectcd arrival of the guard you,
or the person to whom you had given
it, dropped a cipher message written
by you, the meaning of which is not
yet known to your superior officers,
but which is thought to betray mili-
tary sccrets of which you by some
means yet to be discovered, have ob-
tained possession. What have you to
say?"

*“That I am innocent, sir.”’

“That is no answer. Jacts and
detail arc what I want, not cmpty
phrases. I warn youfagain not to
triflc with me. It is a matter of life
or death to you.”

“X was on outpost duty and saw a
man advancing through the wood. [
suspected that he might be a spy and
tried to arrest him. Xec cscaped as
the guard came up.'

'"Your duty was to challenge him
and if necessary fire upon him. Did
you do that?*

“'No, sir. From some cause or
other I had fainted a little while pre-
viously and dropped my musket some
paces from where I fell, When I re-
coveted I saw the .man coting
through the wood and I feared that
it I moved to recach my musket he
would sec me and get away. I sprang
out upon him as he passed me."

“You fainted! A likely storv. truly.
At any rate, you must have scer the
man's face if you struggled with him,
Do you know him? Would you know
him if you saw him again?"

“It was pitch dark in the wood.”

“Why did you say you did not
know what you were doing off post
duty when the sergeant caught you?"

* T was probably dazed by a blow
recetved in the struggle, which made
my Head blced, as you see.”

‘“That proves mothing. You may
have struck your head against a trec
in your precipitation to teturn cn the
approach of the guard. What is the
meaning of this cipher?* .

“I do not kuow, sir.j

*“Who gave it to you?"

**No one; it mast have been dropped
by the man with whom I struggled.*

*Is that the ouly explanation you
can offer?”

“'That {s all, sir.

“What you have told me is a tis-
su¢ of absurd, patently absurd, false-
hoods."

I admit that circumstantial evi-
dence is strongly against e, but I
assurs you on my botor, sir, that I
am innocent.”

“The honor of a ttaitor and a
spyl "

“No, sir; the honor of an honest
man and & patriot."

I do not believe you, ' said the
colonel,, fiercely. “'The sergeant's mc-
count of the circumstihices in which
he had arrested the young man ap-
peared to leave no room for doubt as
to his guilt. He thought upon all
that he had done for him. The base
ingratitude with which he.had ap-
narcntly becn requited and the fact
that & member of his family Kad been
the traitor who had so long elnded
him and \vrought such harm to the
patriot army midddened !um. For a
moment he lost his head, forgot.the
dignity of his posmon and-strick the
prhone: with lis, clencl\ed (ist.

Tho news of Travers' arrest and of
the charge against him  had spread
through the camp like wildfirc and
caused the griatest excitement. The
men, disregarding wor once the au-
thority of thur officers, rushed at the
prisoner as he was marched through
the lines and would Fave torn him to
picces had they not heen heaten back
by the guard, who so vigorously used
thelr muskets as clubs.  As it was,
when, half an hour later, ke was
taken befote the drum-head court-
martial, over which Washington himn-
self presided, he was fearfully bruised
and coveied with blood. Ile made no
defense. e seemed to be completely
crushed and returned no answer at
all or responded sn scarcely audible
mohusyllables  to the questions  ad-
dressed to him. ¥t was agreed  that
his cxplenations to Colonel Dayton
were tuo weak to ment serious cone
sideraticn when compared with the
straightforward  report of the ser.
geant, given with great embellish-
ment of detaal,

The deliberation of the court vas
bricl, FErnest Travers was senten:ed
to be shot in  the presence of the
whole army

There was no time to lose. The
safety of the whole force depended
upon a harried advance. Washington's
anxiety was depicted upon his mar-
tial visage. But it was imperative
that the exccution shkould be sum-
mary and as imposing as possible,
in order to properly impress the
troops with the heinousness of the
ofiense and to serve as a warning to
the prisoner's accomplices, for v wi.
not doubted that there werec other
traitors in the camp. It was deemed
impossible for any member of the
rank and file to obtain unaided the
informution that had heen sent to
the encmy, and _the court had ex-
hausted every means of inducing
Travers to disclose the names of his
fellow-culprits.

The army was drawn up in  three
sldes of a square, with the command-
er-in-chicf and his staff in the centre
space. The condemnned man, after be-
ing marched along the front of the
vanks, was placed against a tree. The
muskets of the execution platoon were
leveled at his breast and the officer
in command had raised his sword,
which, when lowered, would give the
fatal signal, when a shrick was
heard, there was a commotion on one
side of the square and a soldier rush.
ed forward calling wildly upon the
men not to fire.

The general held up his hand as a
signal to the officer commanding the
firing party to wait. Colonel Day-
ton had immediately spurred  his
horse toward the man who was the
caase, of this sensational interrup-
tion. The soldier clasped the officer's
knee and said something to him as he
bent from his saddle  Suddenly Day-
toa shook him off, ordered a sergeant
to arrest him and, ghastly pale, gal-
loped back to the chief, who was
waiting with visible impatience and
antoyance at the delay. A few min-
utex' carncst conversation passed be-
tween them, while the ariny, looked on
in breatliless wonder at it all. The
colonel’'s report resulted in the post-
potiement of the exccution and the im-
mediate resumption of the march to
the Delaware. Meanwhile the con-
demned man had fainted.

The army had safcly crossed the
river and was quartered in a large
village. Enthusiastic recrvits were
pouring in from cvery direction, and
Washington was preparing to tarn
back and resume the offensive in New
Jersey.

Travers, imprisoned in an upper
room of a fanhouse, had recovered
somewhat from the terrible emotions
through which he had passed and the
ill usage to which he had been sub-
jected, but he was haggard and emaci-
ated. Mo spent most of the time
stretclied upon his mattress. Ile did
not know why lie had been respited.
None of the men who guarded him
and brought him food cver spoke to
him. He l\vcd in lourly cxpectation
of being led out to dic, and indeed he
would have welcomed decath as a
happv release from his sufferings.

On the afternoon of he fourth day
of his incarceration the door was
thrown open and Colonel Dayton
stalked in.  *Travers staggered paine-
fully to his feet and the colonel faced
hism with folded arms. The prisoner

stood at dttention, with lowered eyes:

and dogged, listless micn, waiting to
be questioned, but Dayton did not
spcak. Then the former looked up’
wearily, and a flush camc into his
white checks, His uncle, with-heav
g breast and the tears streaming
down his fuce, was gazing at him
with an + expression of unspeakable
teuderness and grief,

My boy, my poor boyl* he cried,-

clasping him to his breast, “‘My old
heart is broken, Can you ever for-
give me? Could I, as I gladly would,
give my life for you, I could.not re-
compense, you for yuar hoble sacrifice
and the. suffering I and mine have
caused you. Oh; Ernest, Erncst, I

.am not deserving of your pity, yet I’

need it sorely.”

“Don't, uncle; ‘don't talk so; you
are killing, mel This-is hardest of.all
to bear," sobbed Travcn.~guatly agi-

tated.
The 01d _an- sank. into.the only;

~chalt in - the toom. \aud s acphew, |
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kneeling beside himn and clasping  his
hand, Icarned what had happened.
“God could not permit the perpe-
tration of such a crime as the igroble
snuffing out of your hfe, ' said the
colonel. “‘He has surcly marked you
for a higher destiny., In His Infinite
mercey He maddencd with remorse him
in whose stead you had suffered and
would have died, forced lim at  the
supreme moment to confess s in-
famv and I, my pride justly hum-

bled, thank ILim reverently on my
bended knees  for having  saved iy
wretched son  from  the additional

puily of murder

“The story of George s undoing 18
an old onc—none the less pitiable for
the retelling,  Unknown to me he had
been Lving a fast Lfu with debauched
and wealthier young fools than hun-
self. To procure the moncy where-
with to gratify his vicious .astes and
pose as thar cqual he took to gaa-
bling, got heavily, lopelessly into
debt and was shown the only way to
save himsclf and e from ruin by a
hoon companton, rich and in the ser-
vice of the King. He succumbed to
the temptation.

“In whom can a father have confi-
dence if not in his son? When I be-
came attached to the gencral staff 1
employed George to do clerical work
for me, and in this way he was able
to obtain fromn confidential despatches
and otherwise information valuable
to the enemy. Of course, I snever
doubted him for a minute. He feign-
ed to second me zealously in my ef-
forts to discover the traitor who was
betraying us, The improbability of
your story, the suspicious circum-
stances of your arrest, compelled me
to jJudge you guilty. George confess-
ed that agents of the King's Govern-
ment are posted in every hamlet. He
had the list and was seeking the
nearest agent, whom he supposed was
stationed at no great distance from
where we were encamped that night,
when he lost his way in the wood
and was captured by you. He did
not know who you were till you
dragged him into t'e light after his
appeal to you and let him go. You
werc misguided, tmy poor boy, in re-
teasing him."

"How so, uncle? What eise counld
I do? It was not for his sake. Had
he been my own brother I would
have had no pity. But could I, by
delivering him up to justice, wreck
the lives, break the hearts of yca and
.y aunt, who have been more than
father and mother to me, and of my
gentle Priscilla, my affianced wife?
Surely not. I had intendeZ on re-
turning to camp to arouse him to a
wense of the enonmnity of his conduct,
force him to quit the army and to
prove in somec way, ot pain of ex-
posure, his devotedness to the cause
for which we cre fighting. I felt
that this threat, held over his head,
would keep him in the right path.
But when I found myself in the un-
fottunate position in which I was
placed, there remained only one way
of repaying you—if it is ever possible
to repay you—for all your kindness
to me, and that was by hiding the
truth  Anybody in my place would
have done the same.”

¢ fear not, my dear Erncst. Nevers
theless, when George had confessed I
divined your generous motives, under-
stood the full extent of your sacri-
fice, and I have come with your par-
don and an officer’s commission con-
ferred upon you by the commander-in-
chief, who was greatly impressed
when I acquainted him with the cir-
cumstances of the case, and orders you
to report to him personally when you
ar: in condition to return to  ser-
vice.”

'And  George,” faltered ‘Travers,
mahing a mighty ¢ffo t to control
his cinotion at finding himnself thus
suddenly raised from the lJowest
depths of degradation and despair to
love and honor.

“George,' said the old man, broken-
ly, “‘blew out his braibs last night.
Some unknown friend smuggled a pis-
tol to him. As for me, my life, alas!
is.not mine to tahe. It belongs to
jny country. But I beseech God to
seitd me a soldier’s death in the heat
-of battle against my country’s foes.
He will grant my prayer if 1le judge
best, and tlms I may in a measure
atone for my sot’s sins "—John W.
Harding in New York Times.

A LOSS, INDEED.

The Catholic Union and Times, Bu.
falo, says: *‘That unplacable foc of
trusts and all other forms of corpor-
ate greed—ex-Gov. DRingree of Michi-
gan—di~d in Iondon last weck. From
a hard-working\boy who had to earn
his living, he.pushed .to the front by
the .good old-fashioned American.me-
thods of honesty, pluck, brains and
éouraxc. !

“During his noted officlal career, X

both as Mayor of Detroit and Gov-
érnor of Michigan, he cver showed

himselt an unilinching friend of the
-people.  He waged \igorous war on

rob'bery and wrong ot every descrip-
tion, and this caused lnm to be ostra-
cised by that largely totten thing
cullcd ‘soclety.’

“Even in death: the subsidized or-
ms of bery and  steals’ pursue

“Whnt this country especially needs

m now is mote public tnen of the-
gug st\mly atuup."
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WM. A. LEE & SON

GENERAL AGENTS
14 VICTORIA STREET.
Phone: Oifice Main 592.
Phone: Residence 2075.

THE HOME SAVINGS & LOAN CO.
LIMITED.
CAcITAL-AUTHONIZED, - $2,500,000
CAPITAL-sussCRistD, = 2.000000
Evcene O’KREFE - Pres:dent
Joun For - - - Vice-President

-DEPOSITS RECRIVED from 20 ot

upwards; interest at current rates al
lowed thereon.

MONEY LOANED ON MOBTGAGI‘
small and large sums; convenient
terma of repayment and at lowest surs
rent rates of interest. No valuatlon
fee charged. Loana om collaterals o
Stocka, Boudn. and Debentures.

Apply at oftioe, No. 78 Church Sf.

JAMES MASON, Manager
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