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NVitlî theo pread of education anud
tlie întltiplicatioîî ot books, it hecoînies
daily more porploxiiig anîd difilut.
yet. witbal. necccssary te pîoint out to
people %vint te read. \lîther wo
accept siiroly or niet nt ail tlio alniost
brutal definîtion of Rutiku tChat Il Me.
(brii 1lEdliCitioii ' for Cli iost part
signifies giviiig peopleOCtiefacukty ef
thinkiîîg lreîîg on every entimoivablo
subjeet of imnportanîce to them."%Ve
canvmot fainito observe the tendenoy ef
miodern inteliecturil ecltturo, where înot
abarply couniterhalanced by oxplicit
dogîiatie blle!, to protinco a Mateofo
mind ither positively irroligîôum. or et
Ieast confused as te uts relatioiîs witli
and duty towarda Gad, if not ivholly
or apparontlyoblivieîisof Iis existence.
For Litoraturo. forinrly the handnaid.
bas now usurpcd the function of
Religion, and books carry the message
of Lthe new rovelation to the people.
The novaI, the poem, the book ef
science are uelldeined tueologcal
trcatises vnstly more attractive for
baîng lasg doginatie. BeotChat thie

istory of ona's rcading may. be taken
as lia Suoitia; and a cataloguie ef lus
books as a draft of his Credo. Dol.
linger's defection frein the Chutrcli lias

- boix traced to lus il.advised readiiîg
in tliopliilesoplîy o! Anglican liberal-
istü. Rena's insatiate fondness for
reading led him îîîte Gerniari idealisin
-and madoelim a pantlîeist before lie
liad begun lits studios in tlîeology.
The sad fate ef those two eminent
soliolmrs, ona admîttedly great as ai)
historical student, the otiier unsuir-
passed in containperary Frencli litera.
turc. is at once acr indication of the
tendency ef intellectuai culture, and a
proof of tho necessity eft aorne guidance
in maeading. W~hile any exannation
as to the why efthte tact. %vouid lead
us tee far aiold, %vc shall accept it
likewise as a f urther reason for tIe
intervention of the puipit in the selec
tien of books. The tudy ot literature
for its owîî salie just îiow is a fetich,
but if literature lias any value it s fnot
as an end but as a mnuas te tlîe pos
session of a power over otliers Chîat
will inake for tlieir gnod. It s thera.
fore wth a vicw te tChat influence tlhat
dhe following suggestions arceunade.

It wil, I tliiuk, bc concedcd tChat in
gencral tlie claracter of pcoples rcad-
ing is grewing year by year less
serious. The rapid growtli et the
magazine and the uewspaper and tlhe
enormotis exteuit of thoir circulation
have qu-i;u stopped tIhe production of
really solid works, and, in largo part,
account for the îinduo prapomderance
ef the ligliter teris et literature in the
books that issue froin tîha pres? Ac-
cordiuîg te.tlîe law governrng tli ila.
tiens of supply and demand, iL muon
likcwise be conec-ed Cdhat if the tone
of our newspaper press is flippant and,
niorally spéaking, growing mGre de-
graded, iL f5 because thiere is a corres-
ponding degeneration in tie tliought
and degradationiCio u moral sonse ef
the coiuiunity. Xc shli nelt stop
to discuss tho independeneeofreactive
influences of one upouu the other. WVe
are no botter Chian tlio food wc feod
upon. ana if filth is tlie aliment et our
niinds, we necd net ha surprised if cor

*ruption drags us down ironx the fair
mountaixi to batten 3n Cleonieor. If
ure can belioea tlic. evidences uf our
seuses and the testimony ef scatisties.
we are rapidly growiîîg accustoincd te
the external sigîls ef vice. Whilo it. is
rot logical te inter theretroin any
correspondingly great decrease of
virtue, it is a fair Jeduction te suppose
that respect for virtue is on tha wane.
Ncitlier the eriraidon peachi nor tlhe
purple grapo 15 s0 beautifuluMen Lthe
bloomhlas dsappcarcd. It is certaiîuly
sad te enter ono of our railvay &,rains
and, glancing about us, secetlhe char-
acter of tho journal or book in thre
handd of LIhe ordinary passenger.
Young mon ana young women are

grefily devouring coluiunîarttr col-
ilîiîîî, page aiter page et scuumdal and
tlhe record ettilie worst crimes, eceoin
ing famîilier %ïili the ickcning details
tîat inut have a corruptiîg inifluence
on tiair mîiîîds, losiîîg Llmut drcad et
vice se easily duiladl by contact.
Piteli niuet surely deffle. A notcd
journligt lun2 spokoi i lune mneastired
toiles ef theniner in %vlicliovcry
law of decaîiey aiid ef riglit must ba
suoriflcd te tlie Molocli of the euc-
cessfuil daily iowspaper. It would
argue badly for aur soaîe etfnierai
rectitude anid ho a queer preet et aur
moral obliquity, %v.ero wc witluout
reasoil suficieut te excuse or at least
cxteniute aur indirect co-operatioiu, te
assist witlx our patroniageojouirials that
evcry genaerous ifeelinîg promote us te
deiîounce. Nor will yeu say tîxat the
neccseity of knowing tha daily lîistory
ot flic world is a valid excuse. For
tlucre are yct iii ovcry largo city sonie
reputable niespalpers whiclî, thligli
oitcn unjust te us Catliolîe, are
always dlean. 'ihe vary violence et
thLir injustice is iLs owix antidote.

It us relatively a noccssity for us te
rcad ncwspapars. But it would bc
wiso for us te coisider tlîe limite ef
that iiecessity hefore bringing, for
exaînple, into our homne, sliuets whlose
very prejence isa a contamnation.
Doua the sanie îieceesity et business or
of informnation press Upeouir t ves
andl daughitcrs, our sens and ieters ?
Thecir nceds at least can ba satiefiad
by osir nupretentieus Amuerican Cath-
elie wccklias and tlic fascinating Lon-
don 7Tbd. »lie vcry privations tiîey
alaîu %vonay accidcntally sufer will-
surely inake us more eager for the
da). abat shah Se cstablislîcd a Cathi-
euec daily, eleun, upriglit. sound and
su.-cessful, as weil as eiiterprisiflg.

WVould it net, in liko mannar, be
'vise for us te exorcise greatdiscration
in bringing iîte aur families the
secular Magazines ? lore et lcast
aur own Catiiohe press can be put il)
fair conîpetition. It ie the judgmnent
et an impartial observer tîat the
average literary excellence of the
Catliolia magazine ls at least as ligli
as that et a secular magazine. The
superlative artistie excellence e of o
ef tîese, on thîe otîmer lîand, but badiy
coinncu' sates for tha many flagrant
deviations frein historie and religions
truth. These tc yotîng, untraiiued
inds are aIl the more dangerous by

reason et the verv excellence eft tîeir
presentatiouu te ecé lad mmd. hile
net holding a bni for aur Catholic
magazines, I arn et opinion that if the
many wvlo find fanît with thom uould
lîelp te jucreasu tleir subscrijtion
liste, tîmir dctécts could soon be
raînedied, and eFfrts made te surpasa
tîeir more favored rivais. Certaînly
%vith the Aile .Mariet, the M1esseunger of
ilht Satred la r!, ime Rosary, the
Cathofic IV/'rid, the iMotith, Mtrry
Ingland, Oie Il/us! rated Cafhiolic Vis-
sions, thme Lyceiim, the Ameriran Cait-
olc Quate'ly, aînd the Dublin R'-vie7v
a& commiland, oUr Engiish speaking
Catliolies îuccd net be at a loss for
instructive, edifying, entcrtaining and
arudite rondin.-,fer tie homle circie.
whliica knowledgcetfFrench anid
Germai opensa up surpassing treasures
et the mest mfagazinie literature in. flic
uold.

The suhjectt reaaig for the
young must lia urall n ggeMost ot
aur attention. Bad as has been the
decadence in other classesof literature,
thec viciousnese apparent in mucb.of
the prevailing literaturo for clildren
bas heen se appalling as te proveke
oe,,ucondamnation from a .udge 'who
was trying a boy for a murder proven
te bave ilesuited direz-tly from the
chlaracter of bis mcadling. Thiat this
should bc ttîe case speaks badly for
thue supervision axercised by parents
over the rcadiuxg et their chljdren.
Wluen Nvc comsider hI- fatal te the
innocent seul of a ctijtu are flie con-
sequences oft evil reading, thie parental
neglect becomes criminal. The ex.

ceflent cbiltdroti's litonatture pradluccd
ini lite yearu by 31sor thde hast
writers and artiste ini Lis counmtry
and lu Eîuglaild, rendar inexcuisable
parents «%io %vilI permuit thmir ehlldraui
ta road itiier wiat leisitrior or
unlieaitm>. ltuîlioret tiis, luîifertui-
iatly, f ins lettablo for aur Cathlil
chlîdremm, bnt thelure letiil lett ait
abunmdant supply. Ouîr Catiolic
uriters are now itirting thair atteuî-
tieni te tîis departineuut et litcratuîre,
anîd aiready wve poseese a nuber et
Catimolio bzoks for Catiio;,u chlldran
suiliciont te rnejr uiuîrecssary Lie
ivemk translationse ofiusynupatluetic
tales se odiomie te recahi.

The imultplicationu et frac cinaulat-
imug librarice is met anuîmmutnxed blase-
imig as; far as cluldron are coucerneul.
lime nuatumuqer et a largo lihrary reccetly
told -nieo that witli a conîparativeiy
email numuîner et hooks they wore ablù
te attuimiau nomuoous circulation,
bccauîse thoy puirchaeed only sucuu
books as <bey kmow thucar patrons
wauld lika. bu. will rcadily ho par-.
coiveui that as an educator eurlua t

lîhrary le eu. ,te ho a failuro ; anud
consideing theo careleeeneus et parents,
it is as sure te conntitiite a suano fur
Lime clildren, wvio terni ustially tluo
large majority ot ite patrons.

Tie hait of the yaumug, hioîever, je
the uovel. Unr Catuohie people, at
lenst. such isa vny expeinice, tare net.
inueI. given to readumug novels tîat arc
positivcly bad. Indccd wluere thorro le
suipervisionu, intelligenit anud astute
enouglu te point eut the abiudanco et
excellenit Catluolia and otixer fiction
iiutead af obstinatcly eppoeing ml tasto
that can ha ex: inguisljs-d anly witim
thle ctmost difliculty Rila, soinue îmjury
te complote nmentau developmeuut, tlie
us nlo danger eft tîat sert te bo appra.
lienuded. It is hemeficial ratlier than
otlîcrwise for our young people L rosad
in inoderation suclu hooks as -1Dion
anud Sybils,' Il Fabiola,"' -'Arnune,'

-Paliiis,- 1 A Sister's Stony, ' - uei
Bêtnotlucd," ta unaine ouly a fowý%.
For nourinieud on tales so pure as
these tlîey ill leaun te despise thie
seueuality and earthiness tîat cîarae-
terizes mena speular novels. Thie
danger et excessive uovel readiuug,
apant frein ils evil intellectual affects,
lies iii <lic formation et an artificial,
unreal view of lite. The inimate
cempaninoe lords and ladies, hoe
and I esc, is net apt to rciisli a
suaden descent te stern realitias.
Camînonplaccs betîx ln uersorîs an.d ini
places are apt tn becanue distasteful.
Sondid punislimcmîa for ineamu offences
grates upon ene whuo lias but uow
heen euactiug the heroio. Poetie
standards wvîlI ikely be sîîhtitutcdl
for commouu seuse ; romance wili
usurp thue place et tact; and lite il
hecomre ideal iuîaemuch as unreal, net,
thenctore, noble or levated. Scduc-
tîvo style anud chîurmiîug delineation
et claracter will allure te taise stanid-
ards cf igit and wrc"'ig. Justice will
gi1ve place te sentimenut, love Le pas-
sion ; and se by degreas tie whlole
moral heing becomes wtrppd and eut
of Iarmeny wîtlu due really truc, the
heautituul, Lie good. 0f ixovel rcadimmg
iL is truc that Lie appetita detli groîv
with wviat it feeds on. Tixere ie
again danger te failli to ha appre-
lieuded tram modern novels; but this
danger is sliglit 'unlese the Ieart bc
praviousiy corrupïedl.

The clfent on Lthe part cf iii those
who bave supervision ef the younmg
sheîld bc te direct tbeir reading pria.
Icipally ia the hines af bistory, biegra-
phy, travel and science. Our literatune,
fortunaaely, la iclu la these depant-

Imuont; and te, children, more particu
I Iarly beys, sncb books are vsstly more
interesting aban vrks cf more ficien.
Do net he afraid ef asking childnen te
read the Hives et saints, yuung sainte
sncb suSt. Aloylummu. St. Agnes. St.
IStanielaus, etc. Thuee books are tre-

quently smcramentmie, for fronu <hem
ing he ermaof anyvocations

and e great virtue. Espeeially get.

young ppoplo tu beceino tuiosulhitr wlch
the biistory et the Ohuiratu ef oth the
<bld and ihn Ntiw Di.pensstions. If
the Old Tes' aillent le lu every part the
history et God's Providence over Iliii
pm.plù Ovisibly uanifestod, <the bistery
et the Chureli et Christ ini ne leu se.
To a yeuuug man, a yauig weman, et1
gnneraus inmpulsei, the readiîmg ef the
Ilistery et the Churclu will Iipart a
patriotienu and enthusiasm for hie
mether tliat will outlve any ether
gentiment.

What shallwe eIders readi I 1aol
net upeak liera ef ascotia reading. Se
peaullar is the'dispnsit ion et evory seul
that tho divine mffitusetftho I[ely
Spirit ia nu'eded te, dlscern theaspecial
needs ofetacii. One word et caution
aibout our spirituai readlig. Somne
snch readiuîg la relai-vely necesmary if
we weuld net have the hîsme et prayer
flicker and perbape go out. It in the
fuel oui which the tiraet love teeds. It
la the tinder whlclî catcbégi tho s1,auk.
It in the ligbt by ineans et whicb Qed
designs teilluwine aur seul. It lgthe
imerr in wbich wu cati continually

bebold the presence of Godl. IL il the
point ef contact hotween the naturel
and the isupernatural. No wander,
thon, that thn duli page ia ottontimes
illumiruated with the 'plender et the
divine effilgcnce as the mouintains are
cbanged into goid deupest in the hoart
et the dying sun.

Then thf% reading et Liema cred Scrip.
tures 1 What jpy te bc brought ia
contact wit.h the Word et Qed, that
Woerd that wua made fleph 1 Lîke the
disciples on the road tu EDamans, thm't
Word will make our henrt.s hur. Net
content wîth reading the text, strive
after depper knawledgo, for il» umine of
meaniuug is uxbauffiesu, deep as Qed
I1immïelf Cemamnentaters ahound now
in English. These are McDevitt an
the "lIntroduction te, the Seriptures,"
Dixona Il Introduction," Muleon'a

,'Introduc~tion," il umplrys" Written
Word," Bridgott'a -"Ritual et the New
Testament," the -« ConumentariEs et a
Lapide, Madonatus, NMcEvilly, b¶cCar.
thy,"Kentick, "lTho Triple Exposition"
ef a Piconio, IBellarmin on the

Pealm?," St. Alphonsus an the
Peales and Canticles." Father Cle.

ridge's I"Lite ef Our Lord," Didon's
-Jesus Olhrist," Fouard's "ýThe Christ,")

and "lLite et St. Ptiter," and Mass'
.Lite et Cbist "-almeet a conmplote

course in exegesis.

Mforeover Catholic plilosophy ia nov
witbin the reacb ot evcry oae by moins
et manuals. The translation et
Wilhelm'a I"Mamcml cf Catholie The-
elogy," Il'tiiger'sIl"Natural Reli-
gion," Schanz's 1,Christian Apology,"
Jounas-"Evdencea a!f Religion, " give
us a course etf dogmatic theolegy in
English. Vard's 1Clothes et Reli-
gion " and IlWish te flelieve," MYn3eil's
::Ligbt e! R4sson" and Ciarke's
"Existence ef Ged" almat comploe
oun theological outft. Thon there are
Rickaby's tranislationu cf ths second
part ef St. Thonqs Alliea m-gnillcent
wonks on IlThe Formation of Chuisten-
dam " LilIy' bocks on "-Ethics""and

«Ancipnt Religion," Mivart's "4-Es-
says," flridgefflai, G-tsquet'd and Mor-
ris' books ef hiatoical fields, Anotre.
bus' translation of Pastor's "4H istory"D
and nuincrous exc-lient nanuals et
Church histery. With tbeae befare
lis, we shall net bo iL a. los' for some-
ahing te rcad, and the reading et théxii
wouild lmyoad çoradventune strengthsui
our faitb, increase ont piety, anid nag-
nify eut love for the guenonus Spouse
et Christ, "lthe pillar and ground et
Truth."l-Rcv. Joseplh H. Af aloit,
in Yhe Scrninary.

The great *l1ung hosior. la tonna In that
excellont nmedicineiold u Biokis" Anti-
Cenaumptive Syrup. - 1: soothes and din.
imbos tho scmsimblity of :be membrane cf the
thrcat and iir pissages and is as sveroe4n
reinxdy for &Hi ceughs, colds, hoarseneas, pain
or sorene4a in the chest, brouchltit, tc. It
hai cuîed tnany when suppoasd, to. ofa
advanced la coanmptio-l.


