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only the grounds on which the visionary
and the enthusinst rest their beliet that
they are united to the saviour, Andthere
is oiten too much reason to suspsct that
in thiem there is nothing more than the
reveries of a heated imagination, who
spring up with every flush of animal spi-
rits, and vanish with every fit of melan-
choly. We are sure that the spirit does
witness with the spirits of believers that
they are the children of God, and fills
them with joy and peace in believing.
But this joy and peace, wherever they
are well-founded, must proceed for a
rational and sober view of our own char-
acter, as corresponding to that we khow
for scripture, the Holy Spirit forms in
all those who are genuine christians.
Since then the Holy Spirit effects a
gracious change on the minds and char-
acters of those who truly believe all who
have experienced this cianye. must be
conscious of it ; and, without any suppos-
ed and inexplicable whispers and sug-
gestions, able to recognise it as a proof
of their saving interest in Christ. As
this however is too generaland indefinite
a manner of describing the natare of this
inward witness, we shall point out some
of the features of that character which the
Holy Ghost torms in believers, and by
which when taken together, those who
poszess them may decide that they are
really and truly united to Christ.

3. Then if you believe in the Son and
possess the believer's chavacter, you will
entertain o strong conviclion of the evil
and abominable nature of ssn and of your
own personal guilt and worthiessness. In
what respects do you ti&nk that sin is an
evil and abominable thing ? If you im-
sgiue that 1t is so only on account of its
evil consequences to yourselves personal-
ly, then you have no right concaption ot
its abominable nature ; for your concep-
tion of its evil arises entirely from your
own selfishress, and is nothing more than
what the blindest and most hardened sin-
ners may, and often do experience. But
if you really really feel and believe that
sin is intrivsically evil in itself, dishen-
ouriug to God against whom it is com-
mitied and degrading to yourselves aa
rational and immortal creatures,—and
that because it is the vialation of the holy
law ot Gnd, and a breach of all the ob-
ligations you:are under to réverence and
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your conviction of the evil of sin, and of
your own personal guilt and worthless-
ness, then you may conclude that ycu
have acquired, in part at least, the dis-
positiqn and character of those who *the-
lieve in the Son of God ” But youmust
not stop here if you wish to ohtain a full
and conclusive proof thit you believe in
Chriss.

4. Then if you believe in the Son of
God, and possess the believer's character,
you will also entertasn ¢ sirong corvsction
of your own helplessness, and renounce ail
dependence on your own merséts. There
are many who have strong convictions of
sin, but who, not being fully awakened
to a sense of their own utter helplessness,
waste their time, and weary themsslves,
in fruitless and impotent attempts to
work out a justifying righteousness of.
their own. Those who have been.brought
to this stage, may he said to be not far
trom the kingdom of heaven. But until
ther have been led further than this,—
until they have been made sensikle of
their own utter helplessness and induced
to look for pardon through the merits of
the Saviour alone, they cannot say, with.
auy degree of truth, that they believe in
Christ. Conversion is sometimes sudden
as in the case of Paul, and the eircrims-
tances attending it so remarkable as to
be indelibly impressed upon the 'nind.
But it is often effected gradually, and by
such imperceptible degrees, and to ren-
der 1t impossible to assign the precise
time when a saving change takes place.”
Yet if you can say, this much I know that
whereuas 1 was once insensible to the evil
of sin. and unconcerned about faturity, I
have now become awakened and alive to
both ;—this much I know that whereas I
once thought I might obtain the pardon
of sin through my own merits, I now sge.
that I am utterly lost and undone for
anything I can-do to help myself, and 1
earnestly desire to trust for forgivenesy
and acceptance with God to the merits of
Christ alone. If these be your conviet-
ione and resolutirna, although all con-
victions snd resolations are not couver-
sions, then you-have some reason to con-
clude that yeu reslly ¢« believe in the Son
of God.” But there are yet svme other
marks, by which you may:be enabled to
decide, with greater precision #nd cey-
tainty, whct&er.?our frith aialrzghb and
gemuiess. I R M XA G P
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