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onC the godson which tho visionaryan the e=tuia rest their beliet that
tiiey arc united te the saviour. A&nd there
is oiten too, niuch reason tu suspect that
ini tlicm there is nothing more than the
reveries of a hcated imagination, who
spring u 'p with every flush of animal spi-
rits, and vanish ivith every fit of melan-
choly. We arc, sure that the spirit docs
witiiess withi the spirits of believers that
thev are the childrcn eof God, and fius
thein withi joy and pcace in beliieving.
But this joy and pence, w4horever they
are 'well-founded, must procced for a
rationai and sober view of our own char-
acter, as corresponding to that we kbew
for soripture, the Hly Spirit ferme in
ail those who are genuine chiristians.
Since then !the Holy Spirit efi'ects a
gracious change on the minds and char-
actera of those who truly believe ail whe
have experienced this c&'aibye. must be,
conscieus of it; and, without any suppos-
ed and inexplicable whispere zd sug-
gestions, able te re-cognise it as a 0ro
of thocir saving intercst in Christ. As
this however is toe general and indefinite
a manner of describing the nature of this
in'vard witness, we shall point eut some

qfthefeatures of that character which the
Hol1y Ghost lortue in believers, and by
whieh when taken togother, those iwho
possess them may decide that they are
really and truly united ta Christ.

3. Then if yon believe in the Son and
possess the beliover's character, you will
entertain a strong conviction oj the evil
and abominable nature of sin and of your
own, personal gufflt and worthlessness. In
whiat respects do you tlnk- that sin is an
evil and abominable thingl if You im
agfiliu tlat it is se only on accotant of' its
evil consequonces te yourselves personal-
ly, thon yen have no righit conception of
its abominable nature; flor your concep-
tieul of its evil arises entireiy from your
own selfihucess, and is nothing more than
wbat the blindest and most hardened smt-
ners may, and oftei do experience. But
if yon really really feel and believe that
sin is intrinisiealiy evii in itseif, disbon-
ouring to God against whom it is coin-
mitLed and degrading to yourseivez a,%
rational and immortai croature,-.nd
that because it is the violation of tbe holy
law ef Qed, and a buéeach of ail thje ob,
Iigatong £0uý are under to riverence, and

your conviction of the evii of sin, and of
your own personal guiit and ivortbleas-
niess, thon you may conclude tiiet ycu
have acquired, in part at ieast, the dit-
posiriqn and character of those who "hoe-
1ieve ini the Son of God " But Vota Must
flot stop here if yen swieh to obtain a full
and conclusive proof thtit you believe i
Christ.

4. Thon if ycu helievo in the Son of
God, and possess the believer's charactor,
you t'ill also entertain, a strong conviction
vfyiour own heiplesnes, and renownce ait
dependence om vour oum merits. There
are many îvho have strong convictions of
sin, but wvho, net being I*uilyî awakened
te a sense of thoir own utter helpiessucess,
ivaste their time, and weary theinselves.
in fruitiess and impo)ten2t atternpts ta
work out a justifying righteousness of.
thoir own. 2Yhose who, have ben.brought
te this stage, may lie said te bu net £av-
froni the kingdoan of heaven. But until
they have been led further than. this,-
until they have been made sensible of
their own utter helplossncsa and indueed
te look for pardon through. the morits of
the Saviour alune, they cannot say, with.
any dcgree of truth, tunt they believe ini
Christ. Conversion js sometinios sudder.
as in the case of Paul, and the eircrims-
tances attending it se reniarkable as ta
bc indeiibiy imprcssed upon. the -nind.
But it is often effected graduaily, and hy
suchi imperceptible degrees, aud te ren-
der ut impossible to assign the precise
timae when a saving change takes place.>
Yet il yen eati say, this 1-utcli 1 know that
whereus 1l was once insensible te the cvii
ot sin. and unconerncd about futurity, i
have now become aNwakened aud alive to
beth ;-this nuch I know that whereas 1
once thought I might obtain the pardon
of sin through my own mernts, I new seec
that I amn utterly lest and undone for
anything I can--do te help, uyscif, snd 1
earnestly desire te trust fer forgiveuesi
and acceptance with Ged te the tuerits cf
Christ atone. If these be your cenvket
ions aud resolutiornn, aitheugh ail con-
victions end rusolutiozis are flot conver-
siens, thon you -have tome reason te cou-
elude "ha yeu seally ' believe ini theo Son
cf Ged." Butr thore are .yet morne other
marks, by which yen may.-be m-nabledao
decide, with groater ieo .cr
wanty, -wàether.your fait& àmsl.it âQ&d
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