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If forget thee, O Jerusalem, let my right hond forget her cunning.—Psalm 137, 4-5.

WILL YE ALSO GO AWAY?
13

—

A MissioN Sermox By Rev. W. H. A.

 Theu said Jesus unto the twelve, Will ye
also go away? Then Simon Peter answered
Him, Lord, to whom shall we go? thou hast
the words of cteruet life. And we belicve and
are sure that thon art that Christ, the Son of
the living God.”—~-Johr vi. 67-69.

The People who went away from Kearing
Christ—Their Modern Compeers—What was
it that made them turn away from Christ—
Force of the word “also ’—Death and the
Judgment—Anecdotes ot the Hopeless Man,
end the Lady who received Christ.

TuesE words were conunected with one of the
saddest cpisodes in the history of our Lord.
That morning’s sun had seen vast multitudes
of people cager to find out the Great Prophet
of Nuzareth, to hear more of His widsom, and
to gaze on that mysterious combination of
weakness and pewer which He scemed, to them,
to exhibit, and to be sustained by that miracu-
lous supply which He coutd atford. All day
long the multitude had hung uwpon His lips
while Llcspoke of the mysterics of the kingdom
of heaven, of which He was the Ambassador.
Hour by hour the throng had decreased.  There
was something in His tone, and in the manner
of ilis discourse, which not only failed to in-
terest them, but which oxcited their prejudices.

Still the crowd decreased, and, at Jast, as the
shadows of evening lengthengd and gathered
rouny them, IHe tarned round with sorrow on
His fuce, and & burde. on 1fis heart, as He
said,—** Will ye'also go away #* Ob, what a
cepth of sorrow there was in the question!  He
who had been to their what no one else had
been, who knew the wants of the human heart,
and who had been endeavouring to make those
who histened to Him know them also, instead

>

of producing by His sermon the results He
wished, saw results of an exactly opposite de-
scription. These men found nothing in His
words which met their immediate fancy, and
something that was out of consonance with
their atfections.  They listened to what He said
for a while, then turned their backs on Him
who was the truth and the life.

They went away. And they have gone to
their acccuut. No longer can they listen to
Him who ministered on the shores of Galilee.
They heard the words of Him who spuke as
never man spake; but their day of grace pass-
ed away, and one by one, their opportunities
ended, and they have gone to their account.
They cannot come back to us to hear auother
sermon. Christ came to them. They had
their opportunity, and it is past. But the
thing that was donc then is being dons now.
Christ is still gathering a multitu’e, drawn to
Him by avariety of circumstances. Some, per-
haps, are drawn by euriosity, some by an ach-
ing sensc of their need.

As it was then, so itisnow. In oar churches
and chapele largpe numbcrs of persons wilt stild
gather, aud feel o certain measure of iaterest ;
but when we come to the truth which :ost inti-
mately concerns them, and on the reception of
which their eternal interest depends, does not
the crowd dimieish? do not the many turn
their backs upon Him 2 Back they go to their
old life, to their old-self-seeking and self-pleas-
ing. Numbers go away. Souls that scemed
to be attracted are repelled, and by-and-by
Jgsus is left surrounded only by thosc who
have found what they need—everiasting life.
‘Lhere is plenty of misery to be seen now,

PLENTY OF WORLDLINESS TOO,
even in quiet country districts. The saddest
of ull tragedies s to be scen in the history of &
man whose back is turned upon God. IfIL had
to divide humanity into two classes, I could not
have a truer porition than thiz, I could net



