IN XOVA RCOTIA AND THE ADJOINING PROVINCES.

oil. No: nor yet asking the opinion of min- |
isters or of experienced christians; Yut * the

rather piving dilizence to muke their calling |
and election sure.” The furner who icoks
well to his flocks and herds, 4ovrislies; the

neeligent is clocied with rags  ‘Che sl of |
the diligent is made ricir, whether in tempo-
rals or spivituals, ‘Then, be not slothtul, or
wmere hearers of the Word, but clear your
state, and prove your election. (See Use of
Saving Kuowledge, at the end of the Confes- !
sion of Faith; and read Guthrie’s trial of a
saving interest in Christ.) Obuy the iuvita-
tion of Christ, if hitherto you have not done
so. Close with Ilis oflers, and cleave to
Him, if herctofore you have Leen uudecided.
But use dilirence, for othetwise you will not
attein, ¢ Unstuble as water, thou canst not
excel,” will be your description; ¢ Always ;
learning, but never coming to the knowledge
of the truth,” your charvacteristic. Wherefore
« give diligence to make your culling and
election sure; for if ye do sv, you will never

fall.”

———

The Justifying Righteousness.

TraT righteousness by which we ave jus-
tified, is a free gift, as appears by the folow-
ing words :—* The gift of rightcousness, con-
formably to which, the Ajosile represents
believers, not as performing it, but as recesv-
ing it. ‘The Gosjpel of sovereign grace, pro-
claiming the sufficiency, suitableuess, and
freeness of it, is thence denominated ?he
word of righteousuess.—the minigtration of
righteousness ; en:l one of the glorious char-
acters which our Divine Sponsor bears, is,
The Lord our Righteousness. In perfect
correspondence with which, He is said to be
made unlo us  Kighteousuess ; and it is
affirmed of believers, that they are made the |
Righteousness of God, in Him. Menceit is |
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gelical fuith, but the recviving of Christ and
Ihs vighleousness? (Laiah xlv. 225 John
i 12; Romaus v. 17.)  Or, in other words,
a deprendenc e o Jesus for clanal g e ton 2
A depondenee upen Him iy lsuflicient to
sive the most guilty, sid eveoy way suitable

(1o save the most wmgodly sinuer, and as

absolutely {ree for the viles of siuners.  'The
Divine Iledeemer, and 1iis finisned work,
beigr the object of fuith, and the report of
the Gospel, 1ts warrant aad grcund, fo believe,
is to trust entively, and without reserve, on
the f.ithiul word whic't God has spoken,and
it the perfect work wliich Christ s wronght.
Such is the fuith of God's elect; und the
comfortable evidences of its truth and reality,
are the e of God and hely obedience, peace
of conscience and hope of glory.  These, toa
gredier or less degree, are its proper effects
and genuine fruits,

Happy, thrice happy, they that are inter-
ested in this divine righteousuess, and have

j received the atonement! All such are pro-

nounced righteous by the Etern:l Judge.
Theie is nothing to bie kaid to their charge.
They were acquitted, with honor to all the
pertections of Deity, and everlustingly free
from condemnation.  Their sins, though ever
50 numerous, or ever 50 hateful, being purged
away by atoning blood, and their souls being
rested with that wore excellent reb:e—the
Redeemer's righteousness--they are without
spot, or wiinkle, or any such tivng. ‘They are
presented, by their great Representative, in
the body of” His flesh, th-ongh death, holy, un-
Vlameable, and unreprovesble. in the sight of
Omniscience. “They are fuir as the purest
woal, and whiter than the virgin snow. Yes,
let believers exult in the thought ! the work
and worthiness of the Lord Redeemer give
them azcceptance with infinite Majesty and
dignity, before the angels of light. 'These
afford consolation on earth, and procure esti-
mation in heaven, Through these, they shall

that they are declared, by the Spirit of Inf:l- | stand, with courage, at the Lur of judgment,
libility, to be justificd in Him, accepted in ‘ and make their appe.rance, with honor,
Zlim, complete in {lim. and saeed in Iim. among the inhabitants of glory. Let the
Such is the divinely appointed method of | legulist boast of his good works, his devout
justification, and such the provision which | services and striet holines<; the man that is
Grace has made, for the acceptance of guilty, ; taught by God esteems them all, if set io
ungodly and wretched creatures.” tcompetition with Christ, or presuming to

The grand design of the Gospel is to reveal | stand in the place of His rizhteonsiess, sor-
this righteousness of God, and to display the | didl as dross, vile as the dung, Ligiver than
riches of that grace, which provided and freely | vanity and worse than nothing.  Were he
bestows the wondertul gift. The Gospel| endued with all the shining virtues that ever
informs us that, in regard to justification, | adorned the lives and characters of the most
what is required of the transgressor, both as | excellent saints ; did he possess the exemplary
to doing and suffering, was performed by our | meekness of Moses, and the amazing patience
adorable substitute. ‘T'his perfect obelience, | of Job. the ever-active zeal of Paul, and that
therefore, being revealed in the word of truth, | love which glowed in the bosom of John; he

for the justification of sinners, it is the busi-
ness of true faith, not to come in as a condi-
tion, not to assert its own importance, and to
share the glory with our Saviour's righteous-
ness, but to receice it as absolutely sufficient I
to justify the mnost ungodly sinner, and as
entirely free for his use. For what i3 evan-

would not, he durst not, advance the least
claim to_justification on that footing. No,
blessel Jesus, it isin Thy righteousness only
that he dares to confile; it is only in thy
obedience he presumes to glory. This obe-
dience is an immovable basis for the anxious
mind to rest upon by fuith, This is u sure



