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je a compiex one, and flot without its sentimental confusion of

issues to-day. It has neyer been held contrary to civilised prac-
tice for a General to prevert by every means in his power th3

conveyance of provisions to, a be8eiged *city. Starvation is a
recognised means of foreing a surrender. That non-combatant,4
woiiiC'i, ehildren, diek aiid agc(I, iii the invested locality will
suifer ivith the combatant, garrison is one of the tragic outeomes
of war. It xnay be of defiiiiti, valne ini~cuiî capitulation.
A1t lthe siege of Wt-gel, in 1671, whcn, as the Prince de Condé
relates, the womien of th,- cown, terrified at the progress of the
siege workg, deinanded leave to quit. they were told, "H1e could
iiot think of depriving bis triumph of its grcatcst ornament,''
a complimiert, the sufferers eould hardly have been expected to
appreeiate. -His calculation," the record continues, "'was
just; those vcî'y womnn--i prevailed on the governor, to surrender

at the end of three daye-.'' Exactly a hundred years later, dur-
ing the siege of Craeow, the commandant of the castle offered to
giv;, Up one hundred civilian prisoners, and asked permission

for the clergy and their attendants to leave. ('ount Suvorov

rcfused, ''ii order to increase the distrcss of the garrison by
so miaii usele&q mouths.'' The ''Grecii ('uve'' bias long lmad

uonioni siege wvarfa ne. But w-heu the s'ine prîneiple isi
applîed on a larger scale there are sentimient-iniongers to-dayÀ

wvho wilii make oi.teiryN against suiTerings w'rought by a state of
blockade, wvhieli is siniply a coînprchensive naval siege, and who
Nvill demiand that food at least bc perinitted to reaeh thc non-'
combatant inhabitants of the cnemny country. Sctting aside the
diflieulty of differentiation betwcen cambuatant and non-com- ~ .
batant, and te îmipossîbîiity of prcvcnting- such supplies, once
admnitted, reaching both alike, or even comibatants to the ecluIi-
sion of noi-eoinbatints iii extreine cases, why should, as a mat-

Ice, ofý abstract justice, the exclusion be permnittcd iii the first
case ami not iii the second? From t1w days w eJws and
Romans made trcaty, iii Maccabean limes, provisions have been
inifecd with. arnis. ships, auid nmoncy, as contrabaiid of war.


