
miost interested, who have ever scen a flock of mg*<-,raints- in their north-
'yard or southward flighit is remiarkably smnall. With the e.xception of
some of the larger wvaterfowl and haivks, nearly ail birds of passage
pursue tlîeir journey at niight, and generally at a great hieighit in the air.
From observations made a feiv years ago at an astronnomîcal observatory
near New York, upon migrants seen %vitlî a telescope passing- across the
fae of the tmon, it was calculated that ilhese birds were flying at a

hegtOf from' 1 to 4 Miles ab)oe- the earth. 'l'lie theory now pretty

,genera lly accepted by those w~ho have made these miovemients a study,
is that the birds are guided in their course 1) rivvrs and the sea coast,
the line of watcr being easily traceable by mooliglht c~r starlight on a
clear nighlt, ev.-n at these -i-cat altitudes. W71en -,he weather is duit or
stormy, limvover, and especiahly whien a lat hamgs lowv doiwn, obscu-
ring the landmnarks, tUe travehlers ire forced wo Il), kw. At thiese tillies,
aithoughi it is not often possible wo see them, their rallying calis Filay
frequen tly Uc hecard with great disziictness.

0Oc' of tUe best points about Oitawa for such observations is the
MaIria Stireet bi idge over tUe Rideau Canal. The Gatineau River to
Uic northward with Uic first stre:tclh of the Ridcau on this side, formn an
ainiost due north-and-south line for about 250 miles, and no doubt
compose one link iii the chain of laidmariiks followUd by tUe l)irds in
pnssing hietwcen tUe Hudson Ray region and tUe Atlantic c. .ast of the
Southeurn Siates. Ou i almcst any dul night during the season of migra-
tion-\pril and1 M\ay for the northward nioveunent and Sepwnmber anid
October fý.r tUe southward-at an hour Nvheiî tlîe noises of tUe streets
have so:iewhai;t (luiced, tic crie-s of the passing birds cari bc clearly
lîcard. Very Olten too, tie direction of tue Ilighlt of certain undividuals
or sniall groups m:uy be traced wvith reaso:uable certainty. showing thc
course at thie former sezison to Uc "eloiwn" tlîe canial, iLe. northî-westerly
at this point, and in tUe autumin mionths iii tUe contrary direction. 'llihe
identification of species lin Uic darkness is a more dur'ffcult mnatter. 'fli
rallyimg crics o« iiiost birds differ considerahly front the songs and cails
whiclî %ve knowv so well iii thie d tylighit. Still there are a feiv species
whose voices are fiihiar enou.lh t.> Uc reu:oguîized at a ny timie. The
cry of tue Greater XTehllov-legt P l.-v-r ( . mle(izatc;,is) is at once Striking
arîd easy to iniitate, as every sportinî.rn knows. O.ae rîighr last fait this


