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NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS.

Smarasy

We cannot but express our exireme surprise
that, out of eome forty or fifty persons, who
veceive thie paper in Toronto, not one should
Aavedeemed it necessary to notice the demands
that have been made from this office for tle
amount of their subscriptions. Where thay
imnagine the means can be found of paying
Srom five to seven pounds to the printers of
the ExrosiTOR, we really are curious to know.
We can assure them Mr. Draper doss not
provide us 1with the means (us he has Jir.
Craftan, for  unveiling his political infamy )
by giving us some two hundred u year under
the pretence of oblaining statistical informna-
tion for the Inspector General's Offize. Noy,
not ceen @ ‘Slocation” in the Copper Nline
District has ke vouchsafed to us, although
1ce confess e cortainly did think ihut, cfter
the issne of our last number, he wounld have
owarded us at least earth enough on our own
native soil to have contained our Gones—some
8ix feet by three. This surely might hare been
spared to us, and in asking for that, we deenr
ourselres to be anything but unreasonable.

All parties subscribing to this paper may be
supplied with the whole of the numbers fram
1he commencement, including the Eight Years
in Canada.
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THE CROWN LANDS DEPARTMENT.

The atrocious system which is casried on
in this Department, is only equalled by the
insolence and obstinacy of those against
whose continuance in oftice, we have no
hesitation in stating, three fourths of those
who " we business to transact in it, feel the
utmost indignation, and most loudly protest.
Mr. Papineau is wholly unfit to be at the
head of the Crown Lands Department. In-
stead of facilitating the business of the
country, by causing those under him to use
despatch in the scttlement of the claims of
individuals, every obstacle is sttempted to
bo thrown in their way, so that deley, and
expense, and uncertainty, are sure to be the
portion of these who have not an immediate
influence with the head of the department.
Nor is Mr. Bonthillier one whit more acco-
modating than his much disliked chief.
We aro in possession of some information,
in regard to the conduct of this consequen-
tial personage, and in reference to some
claims preferred by a gentleman from the
Upper Province, which he hal great diffi-
culty in having arranged, which we shall
lay before the public at an early day. In
this case, theso insolent officors were at
jssue with tho majority of the Council itself,
and in such manner that it would almest
lead to the belief that they must have had
some immediate interest in long refusing to
pay the full amount admiited by the Coun-
cil, on the matter being especially referred
to them by the late Lord Metcalfe,

At present we shall confine ourselves to
commenting on the most extraordinary na-
ture of a recent advertisement from that of-
fice, intimating that “all sctip, already
prepared, which muy remain unclaimed on
she 30th of June, 1847, shall be cancelled.”

By what right, we ask, dare the Commis-
sioner of Crown Lands presumo to an-
nounce that men, who have fought for their
country, and to whom the Legislature of
that country have voted a trifling compen-
sation, shall lose their title to cliims which
havo been allowed, beeause illuess or ab-
sence, or any other unforcseen cause, may
have prevented them, before tho period in-
dicated, from taking up theirscrip? This
we unhesitatingly pronounce to be a pieco
of high-handed ruflianism, without justifi-
cation or examplo ; and gladly indeed will
the country hail the moment when these in-
capables itro made to yield their places, the
one 1o tho only man who, from his industry
and affability, should fill the office, the able
Member for Kingston (Macdonald), and the
other to sorae equally popular subordinate.

But wo thing we lave a clue to all this
public infainy. One of the very Commis«
sioners, acting in conceit with Mr. Morris
and Mr. Papineau, has, or has had, in his
cinployment a Crown Lands clerk purchas-
ing scrip for him, and distributing his oards
as a land agent. If this will not entitle
him to be made a Chicef Commis ioner for
Western Canada when the Land Agents
are dispensed with, the system of making
appointments will have been-greatly ajter-
ed indeed.

MR. TOPKIRK'S APPOINTMENT,

The Gazette of Saturday last contains the
nomination of this fortunate individual as
Collector of Customs at Kingston, as well
as a Commissionerof the Penitentiary, vice
Atcheson, out of the country. This is a nice
little arrangement, which we shall endea-
vor to silt to the bottom.

It is well known that general indignation
has been excited at the perpetration of chr-
tain cruelties in the Penitentiary of King-
ston, the managemeont of which is so gross
a perversion of al! justice, that it led to the
resignation of the honorable and high prin-
cipled men who composed the late Com-
mission. The public are not aware per-
haps, but we can assure them of the fact,
that the Warden of the Penitentiary has full
power to make all contracts (and ihese are
necessarily on a large scale), with partios-
for the supply of the prison, without the
Commissioners having the slightest voice jn
the matter, or exercising that superyision
which it must have been one of the objects
of their appointment, they should enforce.

Let the public for one moment pause to
consider the manifest consequence of this
infamous system. The Wardgn of the Pe-
nitentiary is the father of the Member for
Frontenae, who was not only whipper-in to
Mr. Draper and his tail last session, but, by
hisbullying, contrived to obtain an influence
over the Executive, and to worm himself
into their confidence in a manner that was
denied to cther members of the House who
had far more legitimate claims. What more
natural than to suppose that, as it wasne-
cessary to keep 50 useful a member in the
House to support their tottering power, they
should give to the Warden the means of

commanding the highest influcuce in tho
country, through wlom his son’s futuroe
election should be seeured.  The applicant
wlo could command most votes in a contest
of that kind, would be the person naturally
selected, and thus, with this wand of bri-
bery in his possession, might Mr. Henry
Smith be continued as Member for Fron-
tenac.during life.  'We do not assert, what~
ever be our opinion, that such means of cor-
ruption have been resorted to; but what we
will assert is, that the dental to the Com-
missioners of a power which should be vest-
ed in them, and not in the Warden, would
seem to warrant tho supposition. In any
case, the principle is dungerous and full of
wickedness, and cannot be teoseverely con-~
demned. °

And why has Mr. Hopkirk been appoint~
ed a Commissioner? Because, as a crea«
ture of the Government, he will lend all his
cunning and energies to quash the enquiry
which will be made into the charge of cru-
elty preferred against the father and sup-
porter of ‘him who feels his power over -
them, the necessity of his support to them,
and who, consequently, beards them with
his incessant demands. He is the last stay
they have in the House. They have dis-
gusted all other parties, yet they “ lay the
flattering unction 1o theirsouls *? that Henry
Smith will be enabled to command a cer-
tain influence in their favor by his bluster~
ing and his importunity. Believe it not,
Mr, Draper: your protegé has no power be-
yond that of his stenterian voice, aud your
pelitical days are numbered. What those
days have been—how versatile, how pue-
rilely,yet how shamelessly,changing—sinco
your first entrance into public life, we shall
take an opportunity of unfolding, on the ar-
rival of the proper Govemor General of the
province, whose chief popularity will be
based on your dismissal from an office
which the united voice of the country has
pronounced you unfit to retain. With tho
picture before his eyes which we shall
draw of your political infamy, charlatanism,
and deceit—a picture which we defy you
ta deny as your own—His Excellency cannot
fail, if he would win the commendation of
all honest men, to regard you as one whose
connection with his Goveinment must as~
suredly bring down upon it rain the most
compiete.

But,apart from the other considerations in-
volved in this most extraordinary double ap~
pointment of Mr. Hopkirk, the actisat oncea
slight and jnsult toLord Elgin. That noble-
man is alone the Governor General of Can~ |
ada, anq possessed of the power of distri-
buting office ; and we cannot but express
our surprise that the Earl Cathcart, who is,
in facty a mere locum fcnens, until the ar-
rival of his successor, should have lent the
sanction of his name to any appointment of
the sort. Lord Elgin might not exactly
have been of opinion that the ex-brewer of
small beer, and the contcmner and resister
of the laws of the Province, was the party
best qualified to fill the situation of Collector
of Customs at Kingston, and Commissioner




