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aspects.  Verse 14th: ¢ Like a crane or
a swallow so did I chatter ; I did mourn
as a dove: mine cyes fail with looking
upward : O Lovd, L am oppressed ; un-
dertake for 1e”  But that which is chict
Iy terrible about death is its moral and
everlasting bearings,  These, however,
arewitigated 5 nay, are altogether chang-
ed to the believer in Christ, ~ All that was
really terrible and fearful about death is
taken away. Ileaven opensas surely up-
on the soul, as the grave for the body.—
It is the body that zoes down to the dust ;
and let ity for the soul has an immediate
entrance into the presence of (God, and
the enjoyment of heaven.

The wserul die  lezekizh was a re-
former in Isvacl.  Iie took away the Lioh
places and groves, and restored the ordi-
nances of the Lord.  So good a monarch
was he, that there was none like him he-
fore—neither was #here after.  Active
wsefulness does not exempt from death.
‘Those who have been the greatest Lless
ing to this world have died when their
ume came  ‘They have lived, and per-
formed their part, and then God has tak-
en them. Moses died ; Hezekiah died;
the Prophets dicd; the Apostles died;
and have not Martyrs died ¢  Year after
year sees some conspicuous character,
usefnl in hiz day and generation, struck
down, and nolonger permitted to impress
the world or the church with his exerti-
ons, or by his example. We are called
to witness this at present in shorter inter-
vals than a year. Again 7ad again, in
the course of a few years, we have seen
the good and the useful, the active und
the pious, the christian and the philan-
thropist, taken away—sununoned into the
presence of their heavenly master to ren-
der their account, and to receive their
reward. This cught to make the living
the more active, while they may—udo good
as they have opportunity—occupy till
Christ come.  All such occurrences say
tous: © Work while it is day :” * What-
soever thy hand finderh to do, do it w:tix
thy might ; for there is no work, nor de-
vice, nor knowledge, nor wisdem jun the
grave, whither thou goest™  This is the
tme for working. There is no work in
the grave, and Heaven alone is the plice
of rest. It has been well said, Lternny
will be long enough for resting :—1ife 15
short enough for the most active cupioy-
ment.  In what way can we be of usein
our day and generation—can we difinse
the truth of Chrisi—spread it in our
neighbourhood, and in the world at large?
Seme way be better adapied for one. o-
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thers for another sphere of usefulness.—
All may do much {\y their example, be.
g in themselves Epistles of Christ, ci-
ties set on a hill, lights in the world. Let
every christian endeavour to do some
good, do all the goud he can.  Let him
five for Christ, and he will find means to
promote his glory. Let him do so under
the 2onsideration that he is soon to be
called away, and to give in his account.
How much would not the dying give to be
able 1o do more for Christ, to be more
useful in the world, or to live for him
whom perhaps they never thought of till
they came to die! It was part offlezekiah’s
reuvet in the prospect of death that he
would be cut off {rom doing any more
cood, from advancing the glory of God,
and the good of his fellows. « The grave
cannot praise thee; death cannot cele-
Lrate thee ;3 they that go down into the
pit caunot bope tor the truth”  If there
15 regret in heaven, it will he that so lit-
tle was donc for the glory of God.and the
cause of Christ in the world. Wil the
most active of those who are now crown-
ed in glory feel any regret at their most
~trennous Jabors in the cause of (God and
of Christ while on carth 2 Will not
taese labors fon their crown of rejoicing
and of glovry ¥ If they restfrom their lo-
Lors, 4o not their wod s follyu: them 7 And
is it not part of the blessedaess of the re-
deemed, that they rest from thear labors,
end their worns do follow them? It is
the reward of grace certainly; but it is
the reward which God and Christ are
pleased to conneet with the fuithiul soi-
vices of his people here

We leaw: from the case of Hezekiah,
that no age is exempt from death. He-
zekiak was still bat in the prime of his
days. On his recovery these were his
words: ¢ Isail in the cuiting ofi ot my
days I shall o to the gates of the grave :
1 am depiiced of the residre of my years.
Mine age is departed. and is removed
from me as a Shepherd’s tent: Thave cut
oft’ like a weaver my iife,” This Heze-
kiah said when he had been sick. and
wzs recovered of fiis sickness.  Itisatrie
observation that 1o age is exemnt from
deatb s but how listde 12 it laid to leart !
Aditde more 1ndulygence s soughtin the
wavs of the world, and in the pleasures
of sin. Weare teo apt to feel, it will be
time enough 10 think of death when we
get oider. Owr improvement, our re-
pentance, our faith in a Saviowr may be
deferred Gl then. Tt seems tmpossible
tuat, full of health and lite, we should gao
w the gates of the grave. we should be-




