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wrapt round 'with illustration, set off wit.Ii invective and îrony, again brouglit
Up in a splendid final peroration,-this produced a regularly orpauiscd mental
resuit. It gave the idea of' a spinal colunin, with ribs and other mcmibcrs de-
pending upon it. It compoed a syinietrical cssay, hiaviug, the charicteristic
that it was more redundant and iterative, than that whîch irais written orily to
bc read. Vie do net remember, aniong the cxtracts that we have scea frorm
Webbter, pass%,à,s of this definite description. lIt struck us that bis speeches
evinced a want of' elevation of character. They appeared to us to tel! of a
career passed in moving round froin one popular centre to another, catering te
the appetite for eulogy in connection with the moderato Eist of approved topies
belonging te the period of' the revolution.

IVe have been inforined that America bias produeed lvyssucli we believe
as Storey and Kent, wbose writings by their precision and elegance, -wili bear
comparison with thoso of the best.jurists of Britain. This is held to be very
high praise. England has a considerable population thiat enjoys the advantage
of' a very caref'uI and long protracted system. of educatien. Of this large
number the most talcnted devote themselves to the study of the law, ana these
are stimulated to the utmost exertion, by the higphest honours and rewards
that the country affords. Engand morcover has long been in this situation;
yct here is a country whose history bias only begun, whlose educational insti-
tutions arc yet immature, where division of labour is not carried te a high
peint, xvhere attorney and barrister are not yet finally seperated, and 'which
nevertheless rears jurists, whese treatises do net shrink fromi a comparison
'with these of the older country. A few ycars ago a thick volume of peets
was publishcd. There were biographical notices and selections from, the writ-
ings of we suppose thirty or f'orty authors. lIt was criticised in the Edinburgh
11eviewf, and from, the manner of the article, we haîf suspeeted that it was
Sidney Sinith's. At all events it appeared net long bef'ore the dcath of the
humourist. .tt iras a clever critique, and the opinion it expressed ivas net
coînmendatory. lIt spoke of' the quality of the -volume ns being out of ail pro-
portion te the quantity. iBryant, Longfellow, Sprague, and Pana, were the
names that ire remember best. The specimens adduced from these, especially
the first, bad some characteristie features. Vie k-now that Wordsworth intro-
duced irbat ire consider te be a factitieus style, and ire are aware that Shelley,
Keates, Tennyson, Bayle.y, have extended the systexu. There was a time
irlen it was thought that there coula be no poetry without distinct drawing,
and whlen a thouglit was net valucd accordini as its meaug iras ambigueus.
This reniark applies net only te the rhetorical school o? Pope, but is as truc of'
the more romantie authers, Milton, Gray, Scott ana B3yron. More recently
there h--- been an accession of strength te the cloudy style occasioned by the
attention that lias been bestowed upon the Gerinan wfriters, especially Goethe
ana Richter. The admired anthors of the day sucli as Tcnnyson, Baylcy and
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