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iiered, ùiuch, very mjuch, is changed. To sa.y nothingr of the
changre that hias passed on my1,the mernberà of this congre-
gration who then occupied leading positions ini iL, and sone of
whorn I rernember Weil, are ail away. So are the J.rofessors
under whom 1 studied-Keir and Smith and Ross; s0 are many,
1 may say most, of my classmates ; so are al those who minister-
ed thien to this and the neighbouringr congregations; Watson and
Patterson of this congregation, ]3ayne of Pictou, Roy and
XValke? of New Glasgyow---:to mention no tnore-ail have accom-
plishied as hirelings their day, and have pasý.ed into the unseen
wvorld. Yes, I arn sure that it is withi you as it is ivith inyseif.
It is with very iuingled feelings that we have coine together. 'If joy
and thankfulness be the predominant feelingr-as doubtless it is
and oug,,ht to be-it is a joy with not a litte sadlness niingled
witb iL.

Addressing, myseif, however, to mny own itrmediate task, what,
a retuarkable, what a unique, what an honourable history-iet
mne say at the outset- is the eariy history of that leranch of the
United Church with which you as a congregation were conneet-
ed at the Limie of which I have just spoken-the Presbyterian
Church of Nova Scotia. In point of numbers and of material
resources iL wvas, at. the first and for a considerabie time, one of
the smallest and weakest-perhaps the very sinailest and weak-
est-of ail the colonial Presbyterian Churches; but it appears to
me that in self-reliance, in unseifishness, in public spirit, in a
true appreciation of the oniy conditions of Christian usefulness
and growvth in any country, and especially, in a new country
stich as ours, it excelied, it far excelled theni al]. For example,
ahnost froin its very beginning iL reaiized-what it, took other
churches long generations to discover and act :ipon-that in
union there was strengpth; that, as the causes oi the difference,
and the fends of Mie Motiier Country and Churches did not eyîst
here, so here these differences and fends thernselves should
have no existence, but be buried ont of sight. It saw, f trther,
that a Church, if it would thrive in any land, nust have a native
rninistry, and so, at an early period, iL took steps to provide
itself with sucli a rninistry.

It got to see too, that a C'hurch ecould neyer prosper so long
as iii remained ueg1ez-tful of the inarchiing orders of its King


