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fui excuse within the meaning of the statute. Lt was contended
on behaif of the respondent that, inasmuch as it had heen proved
or admitted that the die was used only for- the purposes afore-
said, the respondent had sbown a lawful excuse for the possession
of the said die. The magistrate found (a) that the respondent
did have in bis possession a die or instrument capable of making
a tictitious stamp; (b) that there were facts which. showed
absolute bona fides in the respondent, and that there was a
certainty that the respondent would not use the die for any
improper purpose. The magittrate thought that this was
evidence of a lawful excuse, and found, as a fact, that there ïwas
a Iawful excuse, and dismissed the information. The question
for the opinion of the Court was--Whether it appeared on the
evidence as a matter of law that there was no lawful excuse, and
that consequcntly the magistrate was not entitled to find, as a
fact, that there was a Iawful excuse.

The ,Solicitor- General (Sir R. Finlay, Q.C.) and W. O. Danck-
werts, for the appellants, submitted that the Act absolutely pro-
hibited the possession of a die unless there was a 'lawful excuse.'
By 'lawful excuse' was meant such a case as that of a Custom-
bouse officer who seized an imported die, or a magistrate baving
a die in bis possession during a heariiig of a case, but the' mere
fact that there was an absence of a guilty purpose did not con *
stitute a lawful excuse within the meaning of section 7, sub-
b'ection (c).

(.W. Mat hews, for the respondent, contended tVhat authority
from the Crown, such as that suggested by the Solicitor-General
in the case of the Custom.house officer or magi strate, was no-
necessary in order to constitute ' lawful excuse.' Lawful excuse
meant something less than ' authority.'

GRÂNqTHA'm, J.: In this case, as the respondent could not get
the die made here, he sent abroad and1 had it made ther-e for the
purpose of avoiding the money penalty under the Act, I tbink
after that it would be difflouit to make out bis innocence within
the meaning of the Act. Hie had iii bis possession a die which
can be used for tbe purpose of making a fictitious, stamp. Lt bas
been argued that if the respondent were convicted a stanip
collector might be convicted under section 7, subsection (b)»
whicb says that a person shail not bave in bis possession, unless
be shows a lawful excuse, any fictitious stamp. Lt would be
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