
LITE RATURE AND II[STORICAL NOTE S.

[Ie interrupt tlîis niontli the usual historical chaptor on Education, to
insert a paper prepared by Mr. R. Lawe B.A., Princeipal of Tbroe Rivors
Academy. Suchi papers are of the greatest value to tbo comnpiler of
history, and if otiiers of our teachiers woul(l onily follcw '.%r. Lawe's Ox-
ample, material tliat nmay be lost but for such industry, will fait iîito tho
proper bands for saf;e.keeping.]

Threc Rivers claims the hionor of liaving !had the first sebool
in this province, that of Father Diuplessis, 1616 ; but foî* the
first Eng1-iý;h sclîooi we must corne dowiî nearly two Iîundred
years later. Away back in the dawn of this eentury, beforo any
one of our many Canadian universities was founded, belbre there
was anv educational syeLem in Canada, Stc1 ,hen BurroughS, an
American, six foot high, weiglîing about two hundred and fifty
1)oufds, a physical triant, tauglit the boys of' Threc Itivers for
several years. Maîny were the istories relatcd by Steplien of
bis daring deeds and great exploits, pcrformced ehiefly alongl the
American border.

"Full well bis pupils Iaughed
At ail his jok-es, for many a joke hiad lie."

But past is ail his fanie,"-for though hoe wrotc a history of
bis life, bis sons boughit up the books and burnt thein. A
daughiter of Mr. Burroughs' became Supoîriorebs of the Tii ree
Rivers convent.

In 1814 arrived fromn Ayrshire, Scotland, Selby Burns, a friend
of the poct, but niot a relative. Mr. Burns bail a large school of
both boys and girls, and recoivcd atid from the Royal Institution
for the Advancement of Lcarning. le ivas for many yecars
warden of the churelh of England iii Three Rivers. It is said
iat the Royal Institution threutencd to witlidraw the grant on

accounit of the M1ethiodits having been allowed to preach in bis
school-house. Mr. Burnîs ttaught in Threc Itivers for over thirty
years, during the greater part of which time Phoebe Thompson
(whosc father bad been g:îrdener and bar-ber to (tovernior Craig),
had a school for girls.

In 1843 the 11ev. James Thom, a Prcsbyterian minister, open-
cd a school in Three Rivers and taught till 1850. There being
many Prebbyteriana in Threo Rtivera during 3Mr. Tbomn's time,


