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These scem to be wvise and uiseful nieasures. he nine applied
to tie schieie, enibodying thein wvas " tie grading systein," nlot
aitogether a satisfactory designaLion, to be sure, but the error
is not of great importance.

Thius, it seemis to uis, that the criticisins of the Coiniissioner
upon martinet grading is -sound, but inapplicable to the case iii
hiand, wvhile his alternative of a iiiisiioiier is true but niot of

muc iporane.Surely, this mIov(leIlet in WrisconIn hIs
beeni productive of great grood to the rural scixools, andi no check
should lie given it except for the iiiost wveighty reasons.

USE YOUUR OWN METH{ODS.

-The repetition of a sound inaxini iii tl, e hearing of those
to Nvhiose xvork àt is applicable grives an eniphasis Vo it wvhich
cannot weil be overlookud; at least, suchi is our excuse for
retuiringi to this subjeet, whichl wvas referred to in our previouis
issues by our contributors. The Teachier says Vo the progressive
teacher, you should becomne as familiar as possible wv:th ail ap-
proved iiuethods andi devices used in the school-rooin, but flot
for the purpose of copying dieu. in your owil wvork. Suich an
atternpt wvill alwývays resuit ini failure. You iinust be yourself
and devise your own ixnethods if you wvould succeed. You miay
properly enoughi use your knowledge of the mnethods andi
devices of others as a hielp iii preparing your own. Thus far
,you nmtay safely go but no farther. This doctrine the l7eaclteîr
lias frequently and earnlestly urged. But yoinio teachers, anti
somietimes eveni older omes, are strongly tem ptedti o use, without
modification or change, the cut-and-tlrieti wor1c that mnakes up,
so larg' e a part of soine of our educational, journals anti of the
wvork "of sonie inistitute instructors, so that it tloes not seein
possible te repeait tht. caution too ofteil or too strongly. And
in support of suehi a suggestion it pubhishes the following
extract from the writiuigs of Dr. Stearjis, which states in au
impressive and pointeci way whiat we hiave in iiiid:

" Good teaching is a direct, econoniiieai and effective effort
Vo accomiplishi clcarly deflieti purposes withi the pupils who are
under instruction. Its excellence does noV consist lu the
novelty, ior in its cleverniess, nlor iii its pecuuliar iiîethods, but
in its efléctiveness for the specific end in view anti in the
wisci with wvhici Vhis end is conceived. This very evident
truthi is iii dangrer of beingc lost sighlt of in the pursuit of iiew
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