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THE MORAL MARK OF MAN. -

TI. T T

Imnoitance of Character in Life.

RIHOSE who habitually complain about Fortune and Luck
i would do well to lodge their grumblings at home, for
; there resides the cauge -of their misfortunes.
e Zach ore of us is, in tact, the architect of his own
life. \\’hatever sway may those extrinsic influences exercise ‘upon
our zctions, il is none-the less triwe that the master-wheel of life lies
within: us—in our sentiments, in our p:xssmns, i our \v:H powcr,
it is the work of our character. o -t o

Popular wisdom, moreover. based upon centuries of long and
persistent ohseivations, spéaks the samé language and declares that
it is the ditferences of character that e\pl.lm the dilferences so mani-
fest in the moral constitution of man. Hencé it is that with two
men cqually. gifted with talent, one will succeed, whilst the other
utterly fails, owivg to differences of characier.

The trifling defects of man, the daily offshonts of his characte:,
spoil and i opardvc a life more surely than great, but transitory,
outb'enl\s '

Whence come, T pray, the many mishaps, counter-checks and
p'unful Elows that, falling to the lot of such man, full ¢f 010\-'mg
promises, have blighted all his hopes of a bright ca-cer?. Perhaps
from a single defect of his character. Thus, an insignificant flaw in
one of the beams of the Quebee Bridge may have been the cause of
its collapse, entailing such tremendous loss of life and property.

Now, consider this other man, whose nature is not so richly
endewed, walking steadily on towards the goal of success. YWhat is
the secret of it? That his character opened for him the avenues of
success and lead him onward unmolested.

If life can be compared to a stream full of energy and activity,
character dredges out the chanrel wherein may flow that power with
the most telling effect. If life is “‘the accomplishing of a task,”
character is the force that gathers in its 11any resources and applies
them to the required labor. Character, then, plays on this ‘‘stage
of life’’ a most telling part. Its importance is such that it behooves
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