ey tath, 1893.]

. s;oQ. 6. Why do congregations and mis-

. '0D8 need help to bulld?

«&reA‘ . Because, in a prairie country, logs
) Dot available for building; because
Wnber is dear, and many of the settlers
-B%¢ poor; and because of the lack of school

Ouses, or private houses suitable for
Berviceg,

Q. 7. Do the people try  to help
themyely ey

A. They give from two-thirds to
three-fourthe of the cost of the buildings
T money and work, and, last year, they
Bave over $17 per communicant for all
Purposes, or fifty per cent. more than

’ F.he rest of the Church.
¥ Q. 8. How many Dbuildings has the

und helped to erect?
196 Two hundred and thirty-two—
Churches and 86 manses, worth over
$350,000,

Q. 9.
Prompylys

A. Often they do not. When a good
ear comes, a good dea! is refunded, but
When the erop is short, the Board must

Content to wait. Last year over $5,-

! was repaid. ‘

Q. 10. Why are manses needed?

A. Because many of our missionaries
:;‘e married; at many points no houses

T be rented; and where they can, rents
::: 50 high that men cannot pay them

~“°¢ ol their small salaries.

siu?‘ 11. Have any of our missionaries

ered through want of suitable houses?

"l A. Yes a great deal, although liuvtle
. &:‘: been said about the matter. We
¢ taught to believe that people are
t;:ebe pitied who live in a country where
o thermometer descends to forty be-
“an zero. Some missionaries have .hml
'Ortnch board between them and fno:nd
Tou Y. Occasionally, a missionary with
. UF or five children, is found stowed
W&y in two small rooms, and when a
:othel‘ minister stays over mnight, some
€enuity iz necessary to accommodate
tl:m' Not unfrequently, snmow has been
® coverlet on the bed and the carpet
% the floor. When sickness invades the
Ome, what?

" Q. 12, How many congregations have
© “lirechey, and how many missions
» Mangegs

of Al Of the former, one in three; and

‘the latter, one in five.

Q. 13 How much money is required
® make the Fund self-operative?

A, About $45,000.

Q. 14. How could
Talseq?

Do the peeple repay loans

this amount be
The wealthier members of the
,_ Ureh must give the bulk of it, but
@“:mﬁtian Endeavor and other Societies
0 OWd help. Where a society or one person
- 0 raige $500 or more, the money could
loaneq by the Board, in the name of
® Nociety, and when repaid could be
loalled, and thus the donors would have
*® Batisfaction of knowing that they
: ere Planting religious institutions in the
. ﬁl::t. Correspondence between the mis-
8 and Societies would increase the
I te!'est.
Q. 15, To whom can money be sent
this work?
Rev. Dr. Reid, Toronto, Rev. Dr.
n, Montreal, Rev. I>. M. Morrison,
X, and Chief Justice Taylor, Colin
- Ca—mpbell, Esq., or Rev. Dr. Robertson,
¢ " 'Dnipeg, J. R.

ORANGEVILLE PRESB YI'AR[AL
W.EMS SEMILANNUAL
MEETIMNG.

’ OrThe semi-annual meeting of the
dngevijle I’resbyterial Society in con-
lh"éiou with the W. F. M. §., was held

; helburne, on June 17th, 1893.
 the e, Crozier, of Grand Valley, occupied
L 't&c Chajr, and presided with her usual
, t and ability  The meeting was open-
With religious exercises, after which
i e p
: ‘;]leirg_&tes were present from eleven Aux-
< 9Ties ang three Mission Bands. After
i t € reading of the minutes, and of the
8urer’s gtatement, and the transac-
ol some business, Mrs. Campbell, of
e€nham, read a very carefully pre-
The

&

. e

log

. ’ Wgh.de
’ Ha-llfa

&

- Hon
7 Chey

4red and aple paper on Prayer.

",’,Dapel’ dealt with the efficacy of prayer

oll was called, and it was found that -
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on the work at home, and the work in
the foreign field. Mrs. Gray, of Brant-
ford, followed, giving a short address on
the same subject. She urged on the
delegates the desirabiiity of being more
gpecific in prayer, and of praying for each
missionary by name.

Miss Turnbull, of Orangeville, then
sung with great acceptance, a solo entitl-
ed “‘Calvary,” after which Mrs. Fowiie,
of Erin, read a paper full of encouragement
and cheer for those whose time is much
oceupied with domestic cares.  She show-
ed, with much sympathy and earnest-
ness, how even the busiest woman may
do much to help on the good work.

Mrs Gray, of Brampton, then gave a
very instructive address on the early
work of the missionaries among the In-
dians of the great North-West. She re-
lated many interesting incidents about the
way in which the good-will and conti-
dence of the Indians were secured, by min-
istering to their Dbodily comtort, and
of how this led to the annual sending
oi ¢loching to the North-West. '

The meeting was then closed with the
singing of a hymn, and with prayer, and
ull returned to their homes benclited, and
filled with enthusiasm for the work of
the Society. . M. STEELE.

[>resbyterial Nec.

THE SYMPATHY OF Ct.RIST.

The sorrows of life are many; and the
savious made this ome oy His credentials,

that IHe couid traansiigare them all jinto
congolation. ‘The Npirit o the lord God

is upon me, because he hath anointed me
to preach good tidings unto the meek ;
he hath sent me to bind up the broken-
hearted, to comfort all that
mourn. . . . In that life and that
death, in that voice cf sympathy and Lhat
heart of love, in those sayings and doings
of Jesus Christ which emter into all ex-
perience and reach backward and forward
into two eternities, above all in that per-
son, God for us and God with us, who was
manifested to bear our sins and carry our
sorrows, on purpose that we might never
ieei earth lonely nor heaven unreal,
has been found through eighteen centur-
ies, is found to-day, shall be found in the
ages to come, a rest and a peace and a
satisfaction which the world ean neither
give in its joys nor take away in its be-
reavements. The comfort spoken of is no
childish soothing, no eifeminate luliing,
paliiation of distress, no oblivion
of sorrow; it is what its name bespeaks it,
a strengthening and a fortifying thing,
because it both pierces to the depths of
the reality that is and rises to the height
of that other '‘reality that shall be. Com-
fort is strength, and comfort is fortitade,
aml comfort is comrage for two.worlds,
and comfort I8 expansive and diffusive as
the love which breathes it, even as it is
written, “Who comforteth us in all our
tribulations.””—Dean C. Vaughan.

no

ANATURAL PROGRESS . VS. BIBLE
AUTHORITY.

There is a wide-spread and growing
belief in a law of natural progress. So
amazing has been the recent advan:ment
in the knowledge of muterial things that
men have taken up an inilated conception
oi their powers aud possibilities. Many
have come to believe that the root of all
hwnan trouble 18 not in man’s nature, but
in his environment, and that by coatinual
progress in knowledge, and increased skill
in its application, sin and all its atten-
dant evils may be reduced to zero. )

This theory 18 poweriully enforced by
the evolutionary hypothesis of natural
development, which regards the earlier
books of the Bible as miystical, fabulous,
legendary, poetic, and unhistorical, just
like all early heathen literature. It is
reported of a distinguished divine that he
recently began his sermon by saying :
“The old view of the Bible is fading’
away from the vision of the age.” He
then went on to argue that the prophe-
cies of the Bible had never been fulfilled ;
that its miracles were Ineredible; and
that the Christ It revealed was but human-
ity’s evolution of the divine ideal. It s
widely asserted that the world has out-

grown the Bible; that as the legal dis-
pensation gave place to the Christian, so
it is time for another advance ; that since
the inauguration of Christianity new civ-
ilizations have arisen, and man’s mind
has been broadened, leaving the Bible
too narrow for the demands of the race.
I need not take space to show that all
this boasted progress is the merest moon-
shine, having neither history nor philos-
ophy to sustain it. It is a notorious fact
that outside of Bible infiuence there is no
progress but only retrogr:ssioa. What hag
become of the famoms civilization of Nin-~-
veh and Babylon? By what law of progress
have the Egyptian, Greck and Roman
races fallen out of history ? What law
of progress do we discover when we set
the feeble Incas and Aztecs by the side of
their anclient monuments? If progress
is a natural law of society, what mean
the decadent races covering four-fifths of
the globe? There is outward progress
within the limits of Christendom ; but even
this external progress may grow and
man continue as selfish and morally de-
based as ever. There is no progress to
the individual except as he is impelled
upward in character. The fact is, every
man comes into the world with a degen-
erate nature that needs regenecration. If
the Bible establishes the principles that
lead to the regeneration of the individ-
ual soul in any one age, it will answer
the same purpose in every age. God has
put into the Bible the very truths that
He knew were best calculated to lead
to regeneration. It is not conceivable
that any revelation could be better adapt-
ed to awaken a sinner; nor can the dec-
laration, “Behold the Lambh of God which
taketl away the sin of the world,’: ever
lose its charm for the awakened soul. The
answer It gives to the question, ‘““What
must I do to be saved 2’ is the only one
that can be given while man is man and
God is God.

HALIFAX LADIES' COLLEGE.

The last of the series of exercises with
which the college was closed, was held
on Thursday afternoon, June 22nd, and
was especially interesting. Selected es-
says were read by two of the pupiis,
and addresses given by two or three
visitors. The valedictory was read by
Miss Winnifred Burns. Prof. Macdonald,
of Dalhousie, bestowed well-deserved
praise on Miss Ker, the Principal, and
on the other teachers, and comcluded with
some excellent advice to the young lady
graduates and to the puplls of the Col-
lege generally.

The seventeenth annual meeting of the
Niagara Bible Conference, for Bible study,
will be held at Niagara-on-the-Lake from
July 6 to 12. 1In the circular calling it,
it is stated that this year, “in view of
the critical condition of aifairs, ¢ivil and
religious, throughout the nations, more
thaa usual attention will be given, both
to prophecy, and to the authority of
the inspired word.” Topics have been
assigned to eminent teachers, professors
in  Theological Seminaries of different
denominations, pastcrs ‘and evangélists
in the United States and Canada. Copies
of circular can be had on application to

Alf. Sandham, Toronto.
Rev J. Guinness Rogers, in the Mer-
chavts® Lecture, on Tuesday, on ‘“The

World in the Church,” said the Church
must avold a laxity which would weaken
principle. If the influence of the world
ever alftected the Chureh so much that
people believed they c¢ould make money
s0 long as they did not break the world’s
laws. no matter how many competitors
they might ruin, or how many lives they
mighi burden, it would debase individual
character, and lower the influence of the
Church. ’

All but nine States, out of the forty-
‘four in the United States, now make
sclentific temperance education compul-
gory in , their common schools. There
are between 12,000,000 and 13,000,000
children in America, to whom it is re-
quired that tlijs instruction be given.

ey T

Christian Endeavor.

GOD'S GREAT COMMAND,

REV. W. S. M'TAVISH, B.D., ST. GEORGE

July 1€.~Acts 17 * 30; Luke13: 1-5.

What is the great command referred
to? ‘That men should repent. What Is
repentance 2 The word originally meant
an afterthought, or the sight we get of
an action after it is done. But when we
take a second look at an act, it often ap-
pears more wicked than it did at the time
wihen it was committed. We are led,
therefore, to loathe, to hate the act, and
to blame ourselves for having done it. To
review - the past is often to condemn the
past. '

Our Shorter (atechism gives an ex-
cellent definition of repentance: Repean-
tance unto life is a saving grace. where-
by a sinner, out of a true sense of his
sin, and apprehension of the mercy of God
in Christ, doth, with grief and hatred of
hls sin, turn from it unto God, with full
purpose of, and desire after, new obedi-
ence,

1. In genuine repentance, therefore, the
sinner has a true sense of his sin. Many
a man grieves over the fact that his sin
has bruu'ghi trouble and disgrace upon
him, and yet he does not see it in Its
proper light. ** A true semse of sin Is
to see it and feel it as committed against
God, and agalnst God as He is revealed in,
the Neriptures and in Jesus Christ.”

2. ln true repentance the sinmer ap-
preliends, or lays hold of, the merey of
God im Christ. Repentance thus difiers
from remorse. Judas realized the enor-
mity ol his sin, but he saw not the mercy
of God. Though the penitent sinner re-
gards his sin as a great black cloud,
yet he sees that the cloud is piérced, and
that through the rift the love of God
still shines upon him. He knows that in
his Father’s house there is bread enough’
and to spare; he knows, moreover, that
God has invited him to ecome and be sat-
isfied. He feels that though his sin is
great, yet the mercy of God is greater;
though sin abounds, grace superabounds.

3. The penitent. with grief and hat-
red of his sin, turns from it unto God. He
knows that he must cease to do evil and
learn to do well. He makes no attempt
to palliute or excuse dis sin, but he abhors,
confesses and forsakes it, and turns to God
with all his heart, with fasting, with
weeping and with mourning (Joel 2:12).

He knows that i he covers his sin he .

shall not prosper, but if he confesses and
forsakes it, he shall find mercy (Prov. 28:
13). Like David, he asks that God cre-
ate in him a clean heart and .repew a
right spirit within him (Ps. 51 : 10). Like
the prodigal, he says, ‘I will arise and
go to my Father.”

4. On the part of the penitent there
is also a full parpose of and desire after
new obedience. Pharpaces sent a crown
to Caesar at the same time that he re-
belled against him; but Caesar returned
the crown and sent this message back,
“ Let him return to his obedience first.”
To acknowledge past sins will avail noth-
ing mnless there i8 at the same time a de-
termination to live more holily, righte-
ously and godly in time to come (2 Cor. 7 @
11). While the penitent acknowledges
that he once loved to choose and see his
pabh, his prayer is, ‘ Lead Thou me
on.” Not only does he ask to be led, but
his determination is to follow cheerfully
wherever God leads, The language of his
heart is:—

“ Where He may lead I'll follow ;

My trust in Himv repose,

And every hour in perfect peace
I'll sing, He knows, He knows.”
—

Mr KEdison, the electrician, who ig
generally regarded as an agnostic, says
that no one can be brought into close
contact with the mysteries of nature
without being convinced of the existence
of a Supreme Intelligence. He may some
day demonstrate His existence through
the operation of these mysterious laws,
with the certainty of a demonstration
in' mathematics.
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