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Some YeArs afier Miy ordination I vas appointedl by the
Presbytery ta dispense the Lord'àsaupper in a vacant congre-
gation about forty miles distant irom my home. There vet
thea no ralîroads in that part af tht country. but the weather
vas fine and tht roads god, and about the middle af the week

Ipkeceing the Sabbath appofted, I proceeded tlitbtr dra
hy my owe gond mare Jess, wbase long and faithfui services
in carrylng bier owner througb al his rounds ai ministerli
duty justiy enta tii ber ta the best future ai wich sucb are
capable. When 1 vas within about five miles of mny place oi
destination, passing somi nmen evgtagtd in rtpaîriug thet hgh.
way, mofa tbtms stapped me ta say that there vas a girl in
tht bouse 1 had. just passed wha had been for smre time in
deep distress about ber spiritual condition, and tht family
woold ho niad i 1vould go in and converse with ber. Every
right-minded minister wiii judge how such an appeal vouid
hoe respondtd ta. I immediately turned back and, tntering
the boume, vas inroduced ta a girl yo'angtr than 1Iliadt ex.
pected, beiug aiy thirteen or fourteen 'ltara ofage. Without
delay we entered upon tht subject ai lier religious iterest.
on inquiring 1 learntd that she had for sanie wteks bien in a
mtate of deep distress on accaunt af ber sins, but I aise found
that she liait begun to 1"apprehiend tht mercy af Gad in Christ,"
and vas cmergiug into the peace ai tht Gospel. h became
my pleasant duty. ta endeavour, througb tht aid ai tht Spirit,
ta duer away any remaining obscurity ln ber views, ta con-
firin and tregthen faith that vas yet veak and te encourage
ber ta go forward. Indeed, either then or at anether inter-
view I fet it iny duty ta recommend ber ta take tht dtcided
stop of making a public profession ai falth, which aht did on
tht foliowng Sabbath by jaining with the Lord's people lu tht

And bere a thnught accurs ta, me, why is it that ve nova-
days,so seldoni or ever heur af cases aof ersons being for any
tirne under such distress and anxitty ktgarding their salvatioa?
We hear ai persns btîug cauverted lu large numbers, many
af theni seemingiy vithout any periad af conviction oa in, at
all events withaut aay depth of distress and alan. Peisens
wiii go te a revival meeting with minds at taie, at the urgent
soictation ai tht leaders they viii stand up ta deciare them-
uelves on the side of Christ, and thea tbey viii ho immtdiateiy
aumbered amoug tht couverts ai suclÈ a meeting er such an
emageimt, ailthis seemiugly without any anxious feelings on
accounit ai personal guilt. It vas certainly very différent ln
former times. Our fathers would sometimes almost distrast
tht conversion ai a man, ln wbose experience it had not been
.preceded by a ptjiad cf distress under conviction of sin. Then
books inteuded ta clear tht difficutits lu the way af seeiers

~after salvation vert amang tht most valued ai religious litera-
torc For example lu my young days, J. Angel James'" Anx-
bous Inquirer Dirtcted » vas soid by tht thousand and vas
tagerly ptrased. We venture ta say that such books art nov
scarcely calied for at ail.

That there is such a diqerence 1 thiuk vil1 be manifest ta
al who cam look back ta a pcrlod forty yemr past, or vho
yeruse tht Christian biography, ve might say, irom tht Puri-
uan penlod up tili the, first balf af tht preseut century. Ont
mnain. reasan, 1 tiink, la that there vas mare lu tht teach-
iog, even af evangelical ministers, ai what vas calltd prtach-
ingthe loir. There vas more setting forth the sterner attributes
,of Gods character, as His rlgbteousness and savereiguty,
and there vas not the prepartionate exhibition of His grace and
mercy.

la this ve tbink they trred on the ont band, but yet ve
are oiten afraid tbat iu a great demi ai modern revivalismn, or
evangelimas it is aten called, there la a serious errerou tht
other, la tht toc, exclusive exhibition ai tht love and grace ai
Chyist. Wben wet cansider how rauch ai tht Bible is occupied
vith the' exhibition af God as tht righttous lav giver, whtn
wt remeniber boy the gracious Saviour comtaectd bis minis-
try by etiug forth tht lav af God ln its pority and brtadth
-lu a manner never befare known, vhen ve remeaiber tht
apuste represeuts tht purpose ai tht liv, as producing tht
knovledge af tin (Rom HLi.2o), as shutting men up ta tht faith
ai Christ -(Ga iiii 23,) and as ont guide (N.V) tu bringus ta
Christ (v. 241,ut may veil causider 'vbtther mach ai aur Mo-
dern Christian effort is not lackiug ia tht distinctive holding
op of the righteousness ai God and the purity and izkflexibt-
lity af lils lau'. Mr. Spurgeon compares this ta attempting
ta rua op a building before tht foundation l, laid and gots
tht lengtb ofimayiug that hi believes that In this valrmuc.h ef
maodern evangtlism dots mare barin tha god.

But this la- aside from my narrative. Before I1 eR mad
atervard, 1 iadtreaso uo believe that the case ofthis girl
vas only ont indication ai a spiciai vork of the Spirit af God
gaang. on at tt ime in thai commuuity. A deeP eriatunes
* semed a st on the mmnd or. tht people, and tither then or

afterward -a urger nuniber ai persans tàan vas usual vhen
*cangregations are v acant, aadeiaprofessionoairçUgiam. Tht
artcunîsacesreadtted this mare. remmnkahie. There had
heen nu special meetings ta avwàken iaterest, frons tht sarity
ofa preachers the congregation hadual had regniar supply, and
the koýmer limter afer.libouriugamid cldnu anad liffer.
tact, bad et diirooraÈàdi, if -ual disposed ta shake off tht
dust et bis fé aaiatleiu.. is crcumsutacs 3eemed
strikiogy -to sak thtevitale ai thq doing of tht Lo»rd, and
q'mpiciaUy1iu tiii stumsveregfty oftbie Spirlts opertiau
Sbarly itr, caumiWmloers frm tht cougegtinbeippy-
lent At la meeMuigf P eberV vith .a viq toohalg a
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miuiter, anc aid father saud jokiugly te them, IlWhy yen
thrive but when vou are vlthaut a micister.", (But aRia' ail
what of fruit vas nov gathered sprang fom thtemsed that badl
bea preeh<usy smayaand hou much byý tht pastor wbost
labour miemed fruitîtas is oniy kuovu te Hlm uho said that

ont savetb and another reaptb.')
It vas several years hofore 1 agaiu heard ai this youug

couvert. Tht cougregatian hadlu the meantime hotu con-
nected with antbcr Presbytery and Ihadl net the samne op-
portunities ai heaiug ai ber. But I have ofen*since feit
ashamed of myseif that I vas so long lu tnquiri*ng about ber.
But uben 1 dtd hear ai ber it vas ta riceive a mamt gratifing
accounit ai ber subsequent ife. She vas tht oldeat ai tht
family and ironi that time she tnk a sort af motherly Iead af tht
youuger chitdreu, and I ami led ta holieve that Iargely through
ber influence, anc after anther became a folower of tht
Saviotur. Furtber, there was iu ber immediate ntighbauirbood
a number ai fanilits in a state ai utter religious indifference,
I might almost say practicil heathenism. She commeuced
misianary uork amoug them, especially by gathenlng tht
cbildren, wha vem rgowiug up lu tht deiptst ignoranceta
instruct thein in tht ordiniany branches of iearniug, but tspic-
ially ta train thein for tht Saviaur. Tht missionary spirit
coutinucd ta posstss ber. When I lait heard ai ber ahi vas
tugaged lu ttaching a mission school lu San Francisco, 1
believe arnong tht Chinese. I may add that a youager ister
bas betu for several years au tannesttand uccesilul teicher
lu one ai tht Foreign Mission fields ai aur Churcb.

Tva thougbts are suggested by these iacts. First tht influ-
ence ai au aider sîster upon tht younger members ai tht
family. By ber constant compauîouship vith tbem, and tht
maxiner lu vbich they are disposed ta foliav bier leadership, I
amn iuclined ta behieve that lu maay cases ber influence is not
even second ta, that ofia mother. At ail events it la poverfui
enougb largeiy eitber ta malce or mar all tht instructions ai a
parent, and proportianate must be tht rtspousibility ai such
a position. Then secandlv, ve bave bere a beautifal exaniple
ofithe order lu uhich religion lu ont bcart diffusesitstif aronnd.
As Andrew first fiudeth bis own brother Peter and brought hlm
ta Jeius su she flrst sougbt tht salvation ai ber famiiy. Then
as tht voman ai Samaria taid tu tht men ofilber oua cty of
tht vonderful man who had told al ber life, ta, she aext
labours for tht veifare ai the community araund ber. Then
as these disciples vent forth under tht cammand ta preach
the Gospel to every creature, sa bier sympathies finaliy vent
forth ta a worid ying ln tht vicked anc. May sucb a spirit
more and more hb ond lu ail who name tht namne ai Christ 1
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HIGH"ER REIJGIOUS INSTRUCTION.

Ma. EDi)ToR--l wouid take it as avery great favour if
Sabbath schoals vouid forvard their iuteaded contributions ta
tht vork ai aur committee as soon as possible aller September
3o. Tht committet viii meet in Toronto about the middle af
October, and 1 vould like ta ho able ta Iay befote them, as
favourabie a financialstaternent as possible. We have gant
forward sufaifr lu faithband bave not beta disappointed. Nat
a cent ai obligation bas yet beta incorred for vhicb there 18
nat sufficieut cash lu baud. Tht uarger part ai aur expend
ture, however, lies befare us, naniely, the cost ai postage,
printing, dipiamas, prizes alad medals lu connection vithlb.e
scheme aifIIigher Religiaus Instruction. It vould ho a great
satisfaction and encouragement if 1 could repart a large par-
tion ai tht fands already lu hand. It vouid relieve thtecan-
mittee, and especially tht Convener, ai much aeedless anxiety,
if aur langer scbaols vauld remit their subscriptions nov. Ca
you not kindly oblige us lu tht matteri

I am happy ta amy that the ntw acheme bas been vtry fav-
ourably rectivtd by tht Churcb -gencnaily. It viii surprise
sanie, 1 think, tao learu that our sînaller schools are xnast
grateflfor it. A Smbbath schoai vith but tutnty-tbret schoi-
ars, an a littie island off tht coast af Nev Brusvick, sent
me $t.65 in irespouse te the carda sking for Si. Another on
tht miland daose by, vith thirty acholais, applitd for more
cards and sent $3.o7. Anather ia tht htart ai tht Rockies,
boastiug ai four teachers and tventy scholars, sends $1. 1
find $5 and Sio fr-equent eutries iu my cash book. No school
bas sent less than Si. Stili oniy thirty-five have rtsponded.
Tht iberaiity af these is doubtless an indication of vhmt is
coming, but we vould like if aur frends wauld remit tariy so,
as ta assure us ai a sucient revenu--.'If those vba are ytt ta
cotribute emulate tht generasity of thosn vho have donc 30,
ut shall ho able ta prestat a balance on the right side aext
Jue.

We have been incquently asked, U Hov muca do yoti e-
quire ? » It is impossible ta, ansver this vith aay degret af
accuracy. Prebably $foo vould meet althtpreseatdeanda
of aur vork. Were ail tht coflecting cards sept out ta returu
us fifty cents apicce, we should bave about five tues th« msmi.
We do not tbink that amure than oae-furtjt ofo.w scbofs vill
tespand thisyta. Wall not othber schools try and maike up
for tome of the delinquents Ianmsuethaitif3upertnd.
enta and ministers caouid readthe grMt!u express ana vith
vbich the lettera 1 rective are fillt-caoamingfroua flsing vil.
lages by tht .Atlmntir, Mîaiug-camps la the Rodes,, md
cbnrch.mnansesenthe prairies itht Nort-West-theyv-. ould

realze cýývividly tht prictal iittd.o hicIllthisacheni
bas proyed,ýaveIcmm espanse.

Alo.metoadd.thatif itSy parts ai tht achesnue am fmand
obc re, r iffut tu carry tIvldbgadtherim

thase vho.co"sdÏr*toheso.
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LETTER FROU( TAASUI.

The iollowing letter ,from Rev. Dr. Mackay, Formosa,
dated August 15, 1889, received by Rev. Dr. Wardrope, bas
heen kindly iorwarded for publication.

Although the preachers reterred ta ini my last comrnunica*
tion ict, athers have amrved, sa there ;-, no break in the
tenching. Two prornising young men are now assisting me.
llelieving aîi1 do that every (oreigna and native labourer
should be paisted as well as possible in the Lord's work, every
wbere betveen the North Fole and the South, 1 took up very
especiaily titis year the island worid, and was anxiaus to give
as much information as possible an : a. Farmation ai each,
valcanic or coral. 2. Surface and climate. 3. Naturai pro-
ductions, etc. 4. Ethnography, and very especiaiiy, 5, intro-
duction cf Christianity and the present state ai the Lords
work amongst these isies af the seas. it as wben making re-
search, Melogical, etc., that onie feels there is a great IlUn-
known 1'an this littie planet ai ours. The ioliowing is a list
ai mast ai the islands which were studied. 1 say studied.
Not lots ai stuff simply committed ta memory. 1 might be-
gin with Australia and state, etc. For once 1 give more, var.,
Tasmania, New Zealand, Auckland, Antipodes, Chathamn,
Norfolk, New Caiedonia, Layalty, New Hebrides, Queen
Charlotte, Saloman, Louisiade Archipelago, New Britain,
New Ireland, Admiralty, New Guinea, Arroo, Timorlant,
Bonin, Ladrone, Caroline, Peiew (a boat froin Pelew was
drifted here years ago, wlth twenty or thirty stili living), Mar-
shall, Gilbert, Sandwich, Ellice, Fiji, Samoa, Tonga, Cooks,
Society, Austral, Tanamaton Marquesas, Gambier, Pitcairn,
Easter, Philippine, Celebes, Moluccas, Bornea, Sunda, For-
mosa, Loochoo (many have betn here), Japan, Oparo, Lac-
cadives, Madagascar, Laban, Iceiand, Knakatoo i have
plamice-stane ironi there gathered soon afttr the awful trup-
tion), Trinidad, Bermudas, Babamas, Andaman and many
more.

A man can't be broad and noble withaut casting bais eyts
avez ail lands more or iess. It dots ail good here thus ta set
the triumphs ai tht saine Gospel ainder tac same banner in
these ises ofthe sus.

Besides, ve traced tht uines ai church history (rom the
Day of Ptutecost dowu tbrough storm and calmn, darkness
and light, persecution and toieratian, ta aur awn day. We
vent aver the ground by centuries do that clear and deinite
land-arksnmilght be imprcsstd an every mind.

Physics, with as many experiments as we could at the tme
arrange, was tntered into with great spirit.

" Natural Law in tht Spiritual World," by Drammond,
1 presented ta, them ini substance, telling them about tht
author. The aider preachers bave had .such varied experi-
tact -in studying nature. arouand thern that nearly al vas
reiished with a zest that would astonish some wtsterners.
Il Biogenesis,'" UGrovtb, " "Degeneration,»" "Enviroumeat, »
etc, vert thoroughiy ejoyed

Bunyan's Il Pilgrlm'ls ProgresIl took fit days and nlhts
af aur unie. Ail read and studied every day tili about four
..m. Then tach selected a character ta represent at aur

evening meeting, e.g.: ont delivered the substance of vhat
Christian said, another, what Obstinate uttcred, and anather
Pliable, etc. Thus ve vent through tht book, making it ten-
foid mare instructive and interesting for preachers. vives,
chiidren, etc. To have students spealc every night on tht
platforni on the subject under discussion is part af cor
methad cf teaching. Crarnming is absolutely unkuowu. May
it neyer show its ugiy face in Oxford Cailege, Tamsui.

What these men study they know, and have what they
linow at commiand. They don't look back as though haviag
gant airer a subject and ytt ail seemingly like a dreani.Nut
sa-

Ta Il knaw thyself n is never neglected. Tht human sys-
tem, its maladies and cures, etc., ail are studitd as hting ex-
cttdingly important.

Ta have a smattering cf French and German, Latin and
Gretk, and not nnderstand the htart and longs, liver and
stomnach, blond and brains, is troiy lamentable. From tva ta ten
students go ever day ta, the hospitai durlng disptnsing baurs
Last montb I vas there tvexy day vith eight. If at Tamsui 1
arn nearly always presenat dturjg operatians. Another dactor
is comiug eut-frein Scotland ta be Dr. Rennie'sassistant, and
live nearBang-kah, and have a hospital underGovernanent con-
trol, which simply means tht Go% erment pays $2S0 per manth
and alempioyeesmust be attendtd ta. It vilhbe agreat re-
lici ta us itre.

Yon vil ebserve abat since New Yeas's ve bave beta vork.
ing inthevway indicattd above for aur Lard and Master, with.
out a dav's vacation, for tht coliege is full as tirer, and thus
the waik gots on.

Eighi:yimore geologacal specimens have been givea. me,
and are aise (rom Londan, Eng.

Mrs. M%1ackay bas put in a bard-ytar's verk in tht; girrs
school, but. by.and-by she vil write hercelE Janaieson as
back frem in dm .Islad, and is much better.

N.134-4 havé gained a coatpltte vttory over the plattings
af -Spanish pfiessat Chin-Nih. After two moath of, swag-

7gtring th" are asbaaied toge into the stretta. Vhy won't
Cinade. atthis time rally arotand tht aid banner, and onS and
for al show the moniater oi iniquity- that Catnada,-yoazngad
vigorous, iii naeyer snbmit ta Romisb raie, ad. praest.craf
ploffirfs May she arise in tht fulsftrtgh'f ber-mighât
united as osie, and stemn the- tide af iniquity in Quebec -Pro-
,vinme Yooi sinctrely, G. S. MAcIAZ-


