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a certain raam on account af an ilincss suddan and
sure. His past years had been spant in another ser.
vice than the Lnrd's. In less titan an hour, the wvritcr
was tald by the physîcians standing by, deth would
arrive. A hall a moment, thaughi sufficiant for the
saving aparations af gracc-a liait an hour it is feared
in this casc-was too short a perîod ta bcgin and comn.
plete the rcquirements ftir the day ot accounst.
The poor fcllow ivas directed Io the only Saviour ;
but a stranga blînding unreaionableness suggestcd
attention to Christ wvhan ha bccame batter. He lis.
tened ta assurances that hae couid aneyer bc boltter. In
hait an hour another spirit lîad guise, and on that bied
lay the body of one who had lait untîl too late ihat
whlch should have boern attcnded ta long bcfore.
May ather eycs and cars may bc prcscrvad (rom any-
thing like what was sen and hcard during the last
liait haur ai the earthiy existence ai that man, who
had left this worid without a Saviour for thc ncxt 1
Thc -cason ofi sure distrcss is nat thc good season for
flrst sober reflections upon tlîc soui's wvalfare and
destiny. Should thase lines meet soa ona wha is
putting off ta a more convenient season what God
says should be attended ta nom, let that on -know
that it is best, for this worid and for that wvhichi is ta
corne, ta fait in witlî God's way. Ta Hîm wha is the
onty Saviaur, thes. linos would point. They would
urge acceptance of HM nt once, lest wvhen the day ai
affliction camas the conditions tnay nat ba tound for
the hones. repatition of the Psalmist's tastimany-
"It is go:-' for nme that 1 hava been afflicted.

Bsut that testimony is helpful whan bî-ought by tha
Spirit af God ta tha afflicted ltever. M,%any are the
afflictions of the righteous, but the Lord delivereth
hunt out ai thern ail."l Sarrow is lightenad and pain
mitigated by the assurance that underneath are the
cverlasting arms. And whcn the sorest affliction is
past, the believer in Christ, having reached the place
where there is no more pain, will realîza ta the full
that the Lard has beeta leading, so that it was for his
highest goad that F- had bean afflicted.

THE BEST IWNDRED R Ai'NS.

The Sundzy lit Home gava an invitation ta its rond-
ers last january ta send lists af the hundrcd hast
English hymns, and in responsa ta this appa be-
tween 3,400 and 3,5cO lists have heen ecceived. An
analysis ai tha vating shows that the largest numher
ai votas gave the flrst place ta Tapiady's "Rock af
Agesi." The prima favourites aiter this ara Lyte's
"I Aide WVith Me, Fast Falls -.he Evantide;" Charlas
Wcslty's IlJesus, Lover af niy Soul ; i Charlotte
Elliott's "J ust as 1 arna, WVithout One Plea ; " New-
tan's IlHow Sweet the Nama ai Jesus Sounds ; "
Charlotte Elliott's " My God, My Father, WVhile 1
Stray ;" Sarah F. Adams' IINearer, 'My God, ta
Thee;si Keble's "lSun ai Mly Soul, Thou Saviaur
Dear " Horatius Bonar's I Heard the Vaîce ai
Jesus Say," and J. M. Ncale's "Art Thou Weary, Art
Thou Languid ?" The lîst contains hymns tram
flfty-fiva différent authors, ci whom Dr. Watts and
Charles Wesley stand at the head, each contributing
seven ta the aggrcgate. Tha favourite among Watts,
hymns is by general consent hîs best, IlWhen 1 bur-
vey the Wandrous Crass." Cawper and Dr. I3onar
hava each five ; fuur each are tram Bishop Heber and
John Mason N cale; while tbrea are given saverally
tramn Tait and Brady, Dr. Doddridge, James Mont-
gamnery and Fraderick Wîiliîam Fabier ; Charlotte
Elliott, Ken and Kable each have two, as also have
Newton, Lyta, Edward Caswall, Samual J. Stone, WV.
Chatterton Dix, Frances Rîdley Haver.-al andi Mrs.
C. F. Alexander.

SAys the Pail M~ali Gazette: It is distressing ta
those who value the relics ai the book wvarld ai ta.
day, nevertheless it is a tact, that the original manu-.
script ai" The Pickwick Papers » has been secured
by a .vealthy New York citizen, much ta tha dalight
ofithe idol wvorshippers of that city."

TnE Congregaionasist points a moral in the follow-
ing. What a rebuke ta this nation, raceiving millions
ai dollars annually from its revenue on liquors, is con-
veyad by the Quaca ai Madagascar when site says,
ini a lait proclamation. 1 cannot consent, as your
queen, ta taka a single ocîamy ai revenue fromr t at
which destroys the souls and bodies ai my subjects!

eur L)2auno jfothzs.
N0O7*'h'lNG ZS SiAI.L.

h'athing la smaîl la ail ils würld,
WVhiciî Und hai caused ta be,

Fur evcrvtliaaè a aasn has,
And place. in carth or ien.

EFaca speck ai'dusi, each beas oif fgli,
Fat in ail the plan.

Each b'cath ai ait actas. the tarifh
lIolds lite, for licé ai man.

A mustaral see<l seems intail in'ice't
When ioolccd nt in the banali

hait Iet il grow whcre God siyi Sn
And birds protcicd stand.

Twnpence may scem an uiTcrir.g smali
Tý. Rive ai the temple %,ale.

Blut "marc than they ailsh r give," mai' Olie
Who lcnows wbat is truly greai.

A liilc cliildl- 'ues it sccm samahl
Truie wi«Ioms speak.%A ii,
Excepi like chîlioo'i, simîplc. pure.
Nane are for heaven fit."

Tlterc's nothing saitî in ail this world,
W~hich G'ac has caisiei ta lae,

Ouri looks and wordi, and acis and ilioughta
Sionie lima --gain we'll sec.

For sniail is grrat whcn icen becyond
Thte preseni passng Itour,

For ail is hcld a), hM whn ruIes
rite wotid an love ana l puIel.

,;o evcr>thuing that may "e-m smali,
WVhen lighted fron aha,ve.

ls itcn ta (Ili a place lr%îgncdt
Ily pruva'lence anil 1ivc.

YUST TOO LA TE.

Schaol was out. but George North and Bart Fulton
lîngered ta work out a long, difficult problem. This
wvas ta ha cxpectcd af George, wlta .as tua stcady,
studiaus boy oi tha school ; there is always ana sucli,
you know. The teacher looked approvingly at him as
ha 'ent home, but paid no attention ta Bert. Bert's
studinus rats were ton spasmodic ta ba worth much
notice. OinIy the day belore Mtr. Lennox said, I
wilI try you just tître wccks langer ; then, if you have
flot turned over a netv icai, 1 wvîll turn you out ai tha
schooi."

Bart was aîways sa full ai fun that hae %vas lîeed-
less, heyond words ta express, and titis terra lie hnd
fallen far bahind his classas Ha wvas not naturally
stupîd, but ai late it seaîned as if hae would flot
think or laarn. Ha ceasad ta make as muchi fun as
formerly, but Mn. Lannox tiîought thîs wvas hecausa
ha ivas getting sullen aiter so many rehukas. Bart
hîmsalf wvas puzzled ta know -that had made hîm s0
dul. This nîgbt ha liad rasolved ta pleasa the
teachar hy soiving a probiera that ail the boys except
George hati gîven up ; for Bart wvas quicker at mathe-
matîcs than ha wvas ai any otîtar study.

The two boys flgured away in silence a wviile ; thans
George put book and siate in his desk, lockced the lat-
tan and went aut ta play. Ha was sure ha mnust have
worked out hîs. taàk correctly. Haif an hour afier ha
saw Bart came out ta juin a companion, whu saad,
"Gai that aId puzzle, Part? "

I ihank >o." replicd Bart, telling ham the answer
ha had obtaaned, wîth the rcmark, IIThar ought ta ba
right, I'm sure."

George, who bcand distin.-ty the bit af dialogua,
thouaL tohamnsalf, Il If Bart*s .cnsier is rcorre..t, mine
is not, for îhay arc unlike.-"

About sundown the pla)ground was destrrted, andI
nabody saw George North *raîurn ta the schoohousa
and go in. Ha did flot consider thit ha was doing
anythîng very wrang, but ha did not care ta ha scen.
<onca in the raomhe unîockted his desk, gai bis siate,
iook it ta Bert's dask, which was neyer iocked, and,
takîng Bert's sîate, ha conipared the worked-aut pro-
blerrs. Tbey wvere thougbt out in quite dissiniiar
wvays, ,a Bcnt's method sccmed as reasonable as
Georges.

IIf I had iMr. Lennax's ' Key,' I could tell in a
second," thought George, "and I know wvhere ha
keeps it. What is the barri af just satasfying my
cunxusity ?"'

He caneluded that thara wvas no harm-. Sa ha
saarchied îhrough a row of shalvas undar tri tencher's
privata eesk. and foundi the "'Key ta the Algebra."
Ha carriad. it dawa ta Bart's scat and wetit avar the

figures on his siata again. lia found Bart had donc
hîs ivork correL-tly. Notv, aftar aithl5, you doubtlass
tliink that George cather copîcd aver lits own probiems
or cIsc rubbed ut.t Itert's. Weill, hae was tcmpted ta
do tua first, but afler a whila ha concluced hae would
nut ba uite so mean. Hae tumbledoar llert's books,
alrcady an great disarder, tiien, takîng up, as hae rcally
supposad, tha tcacher's book, ha carried! it hack ta the
slicltand lait it ter.

Nt-xt înorning nana of tha B>oys sava Bart hiad
wvorkcd tic pa-oblcmi out carrcctly. Mr. Lennox
praised im hacartily for lits unusual parsaverance,
.and Geq)rge sac.ratly considarad luiniseli very honour-
able. Just bafore schooil %vas dismissad, MNr. Lennox
loutud 1'trL's grammar on hîs shahi. Ha wvas walkzing
about tue room, sa hae took si round ta lBart, saying,
"Titis is yaur book."

"No, sir ; mina is liera, said liart, openîng his
desk and quickly catclung up a vcry similar book -
Mr. Lennox's " Key ta the Algabra."

Tha angry tcacher ilhoughit ha tunderstaod it ail, and
hae poured out lits indignation an<l disgust toward pour
B3ert, in tha presence ai tha wviole schoal.

I don't"kîow ar.>îhing about it,"' was aIl Bart
could say.

It seed then just impossible for George North,
the "goad boy ot tua s,.houi, ta tell ai lits part in
the performance, sa ha kcpt staîl. F or a wceek after,
Bart %vas sa duli and suiera that George sîlanced hîs
tonsLtance by sayang ta haîniseif thai Ilart dîd not care
fur a~ fev exii.s, à.-udang3, ha gut marc or lcss ai thema
anywity. If he confessad, evcrybudy would say hae lait
the "Key" therc un purposa, wvhereas hae thought
Liînself vcry honotit.iblc nuoi ta f-upy the right araswer.

A %%cek passed, and Becrt was nat ast schooil oaa
day. 'IExpellcd, -the ho' s saici, untîl Mr. Lennox
graveiy announrcd that Bert %vas dangcrously til, and
tha docior said hc must have heen greaîly out ai
healtît fur wceks- thhï,tlits duiness and laaiguour wera
the -esult ot discase. Il I hava far mare charity now
for poor Bert's fauit titan I have hac!,' addad Mr.
Lennox kindly. 11I think lic nîay flot have been quite
ira lus right mind. Hae 'as careless, but neyer before
dishionourable."

George North, consciosus-sanittan, rebolved ta ex-
plain everything it-if-wall, if Bert got worse or
secimcd ta cara whan lie gat weli. Two days passed ;
thans late ana atrnoon a niassenger caime ta say Bert
Fulton wvas daad.

l Ha died very quietly ; ha sent his love ta ail the
boys haggcd Mr. L'ennox ta forgive ail his faults,
and ta balieve hini whan ha said ha did nat cheat
about that 'Key."'

There wera low sohs in the school mrtsm, but no
such bitter grief as that wluich broka forth tramn
George Northt, and no boy wiho heard his confession
wobild hava hcen in bis place (or anythiaig thon or
aftar%%ard.

IlGod may forgive me, but 1 wrongad Bert, and ha
neyer cans came back ta speak ta me," tvas his sorry
cry. _________

WJIO RIIS Oi$Wj SELF RARE OUR SIN7S.

Soisie time aga a %var raiged ini India, batwcen the
Engi.sh and a nati, e monar(h namcd Tippoo Sahib.
On ona occasion saeral Englasît officars %vore taken
prisunaers, among tham- aona named B3aird. One day
a nati% e officar brouglht in fetters ta ha put an ac ai
the prisor.ers, the vousidcd, flot ex,.epted. Blaird had
bern se,.ereI> nounided and utas suffiring fram pain
and %%taknebs. A gray haired afficar said ta the
native officiaI .

"lVoit do flot think ai putting; chains upon that
wouîîded young man? "

I hare are just as many pairs of (ettars as there
are captives," 'vas tha answar, Iland every pair must
bc worn."

" Then," said the officer, Ilput twa pairs on mna. 1
will wear hb as wveil as my own.1"

The end ai the story is tîtat Baird livcd ta, regain
bis freaciuuin, îivcd ta taka that vary city, but thae
ganarous friand died in prison. Ha wara twa pairs
ai fetters. But w"hat if ha wara tha fetters fur eI irn
the prison? What if, instaad ai baing a captive
ifànself; ha had hean fre and great, and had quitted

a gloriaus palace ta live in thair loathsoma dungeon,
ta wear thaîr chains, tohbear thci tripes, ta suifer a-ad
dia in thair stcad, that they might go froca1 Such a
thang has been done. l'or ail wvho recaîve the grace
af God's Son, the chainb are struck off, and the prison
is thrawn wide open.
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