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THE IAST 0' THE L(,SCOMIBS.

Miss Burkins iras in tht store. She irante.) a quarter of g
pound of gool black bea-the best Mr, WVatlhns bail-foi
tht Itasimont». Then sht bought hlli an ounce aI pepper.
minta,

-Scetns as thougli I cuuiln't set alirouagh service aclîboui
one," she observed, piaintively , "Poslan Willoughby i
pretty lengthy raminets."

Nir. WVctkias huat beard fiks sa» so, but flot bcing s
meeting-gaer, could not speak tramn experience. This sug-
gesteil ta Miss Bilkins an apening for missionar» matit.

"tI reali» ansh yau wouid make ane ai u!,," sIc said;

"secîs a pit» ycu couidn't help 61l up tht oid cburch."~
". I ahluz caic'lated ta, sametime," sail Mr. Waîkmne

"but soîeway avien Sunday cames round. tberc's suthin' or
iiutber to hcndr'r; ave allus keep open late Saturda» nights,
and l'mn fou, tired ta shave rap, or iî's taD coa or it's boa hoal:
1 expci V'il get round to it by-and by. Calvina, he's itler
mec cvtry Sunda», nom."

"lThere's e ltac sighat a' change in our young folks."
abserved lMiss Bilkins, adding plainl ively, "dI hope it 'il
iss ; I hope tbey ai seif.ilectived."

Mr. Watkins said nothing, but avaited for furîhen orders.
Miss Billcins îoved toavards a pile ai priaIs. As she tossed
thea laver, tesîing the quabit» of stveral b» rubbing vigor.
ousi» hetaveen thuita and tore'hnger, or moisbcning an edgt
besaveen ber lips, ba se if the colour rauil rai, she pursutil
ber conversation.

II s'pose yan've signeil tht atm petition, Mrt. Waîkins ?

He bail heard of nane.
".Wtil, 1 neyer, 'a' yen postmaster 'a' starotinan! ' ex.

Wmlareil Miss Bins.m "lWhy, I s'posed tht» came ta you
fust thhaUg."

"lI ai aua in; mebbe tht» calitil iren I iras out,"
Mn. Watkins suggested, avith an cptlogelic air, adding hum.
tai», "lthen again, nietata tht» didn't avant na» naine."

"lMare litre tht» thoup.bt yon'd be appoed," said Mlis
Bilkins, "hein'i as yaur Calvin iras jusi as Capable, as fun as
years go, ta faire tht Liglit."

"0Oh, îbat's if,," said Mn. %Wablins, flnsbing. "oSa îbere's
c balk D' abat boy taking aid Luscomb's place? "

"1Tclk i tiaey've gai il pneu»y nigb fixed,-Masbcr Gra.
bais and tht parson, andl saine otbiers,-tbey iras at My
bouse jest clone I coant, And secî c list a' Dames ! I

IlI': iidic'lousd prttiog in a boy o' that age," observed
bit. Waikins, ignalîxag the flad that bal tiamclf lorestea
ibis es-tnt for Calvin. ",Seenas as Il ibis 'cre Coast ought
ta bc beitet.. guardeil thîn that. 1 ts c respasasible place
aven 't tire Ligir 1 "

Il Weil, I s'pose tht» Icniai irat ilicynt a dos' ai, or
thiair ilit do." ssiI Miss Burkins, and hastened aira» ta tell
soineboil» in confidence that Mni. Wains iras 1 «taking i
miglit» bard. I cut him up dreadinl», hein as Calvins
last chance iras gene."

M.canwh ice Calvin enlened tht store. 0f late bce had, of
lis airs accord, assisted bis (ailier nantI whera oui oi
scboul. Tht counrIy grocet» iras net, on accouat ai iris
iaîher's irascible disposition, a s-et» desîrable place; but
Calvin iras toiling ta trt haîstif, and ibis iras an excellent
scbooi fur self-discipline.

Tirtre iras a Certain text in the Bible fli Calvin lilcei
and put viganrousl» tai practice:-

"lWbasoes-er tir» band findeili ta do, do if avill tb»
nilit."

IDi yora bear anything about tire petition, Cal? =ktde
bis ther, the moament tht» avere atone.

"Ves, air; Mlaster Grahama statted i. lie says it is no
experiment, fer Winired Camnpbell iras k-cpi tht Lighi fot a
long tir'c; be's strong, active, and reliable, andl ouglit ta
retiia tire position, bath for bis aavn sait andl Mrs. Lus-
coinb'a. Tlaey're going ta cas-ai tht tain for Dames,-
egmn to-day. Hiavetiliy been hee?"

"No; and it's jtst as aveil," said Mn. IVctkins, crosaly.
"I« ain inore in for bis havin' a't ibmn 1 ras; jeans ega.
I lied ihat job pich-ed out for you, Cal ! "

Calvin bail afien bearil tris plan dlet upona, Mn. WVsr.
kins bavhng Uic uopleasat faculty oi neyer lettîng sucb a
msntict drap, Tht lad gensts.'y sai'] nuthisg, but noir he
auddeuly spoke in bis aId, decisive ira».

"«'te Wighit as mcii put tirai aside forevet, lathtr, i
mras n'î ta be, or l been tire nomr. I dont tachent 1
shoul bave liked3 tht job amyrca». Winfred's ifferent;r
lie's ont of the pecticai sort thant like ta bc alue mur tht
sic» and ataer. Ht bas n't an» mother, so Mm. Luscîb
la MhI to avorid ta liii. I've gat a goal mottiez. and 1
vonl et Ieint lier for ai! tht Mnr. Luscomi ini the avorld. ,"
Calcin': darlr eyes gloaved, and there vras -a aonilertul

tendemotas in lis voice. Oi laie years bct bail appreciabeil
his mailier as rever betore; bc iras lier champion ai cIl
trnes, -avec ta the yonng Wcîalkiss aho danei disoha» lier
irben tht eider brothr was canot 1 Anilsomeliair iisbail
moiliflil Mn. Watk-ins; le dil net sonOltcn todrlge in banal
criticisia; there iras c gentler cimesphere in the lante.
bMes Watkinq fonnd bier patiray greati» sinoothed b» '*be
neir thoughtfnets a! ibis eider son.

TItre m=a a pause sites Calvin bcd spakes TIen Mr.
'%Vatkins assenteil.

" Weil, yes ; sIc ai no Or'nary avoien, Me mana,
adding iriti las usual egoti : "lor tise she ironl n'î lic
Ms'Waiktns I I caic'Jstei I kocir what I iras about irlen
I marrled ber.'*

"and then Winfreil lires navigation and aIl that sort a!
thang," seil Calcin; ir e': been studyang il witb Master
Gtabamn a lai.g tice; gant ileeper an thxn an» Icleir who
*ever avent ta, aur sciaool.'-

"sOh, lic bas, bas. he?" I obserneil te failier, partI» to
bide the Eautt iat lie diai fot even know tle naeaning of tht

word navigation ; "libc bcdl n reason for il, he knoaved what
leas abouti That chtp' gat a longbeili "

"dSa be's capable ai pilating an» shiplirata the barbours
fieat litr," pursued Calvini; "and I -alter tbink bel'i
tuite that along avilh the cate ai the LigirI, and so tuWssamc
mont» outside of ilnt 1"I

"lTîere's a nother chance gant,"i gracned Mrt. M'atkina;
"iye Wighit a donc tliat, ton 1 He beatu ye every tintes boy.
an' tht warst on't is, ye giory ini 't 1 "

I tsa pretty gond chnie for Wintrcd." continuedl Cal-
vin, still calin and respectuül ulthough bis checkrs avare an
unwonted flush; "obut not for me, lather."

Mrt. Wctlcins sucecred.
Id ' like ta irfiai what ttoudlsuit yc. The tact on't is,

Cal, yc haint no ambition, 'ni neyer baid: yen l msrm, 'n'
preciaus leelle WVatkifis 1t"

Calvin's eye flasheil, but lie restrauned huanstîf.
"Ve liant a grain D' ambition!1" reiterated Mr Watkins.
'You'veciten rno that remarir, father, andl I have flot

disputed the matten avith you." Caivin'a tant as deep and
stendy, like that ai a thaughtiui mata. "lPethaps yon rare
riglit ; sarte people mtght think to, ta sec me pied along
day alter day in this store."

"lBut it earus aur breail and butter, hoy', if it uint qen.
tee]," internupted bis failier, suddeniy afraid tliai Cclvin
iras gelliaig above their business.

"lI've lhougbt it over, tather, many a tirne irbe I'vc ircen
working litre, especially wlen I ha soie disagrernabît job,
lilce sprouting potetocs, or righling the cellar, cnd I've con-
ciudcd that I have c chance here, and anc that's flot ta bac
despiseil."

Mrt. Walkins iras secretly pleascil tIai bis son did sot
despise bis father'scalling, but bis peculiar disposition tarced
bum ta bide it in a most discounaging repi» -

I1 don't sec avis»; 1 canot psy ye c cent; shomula n't any.
how tlt ye iras of age, even if yc gave yen virolc lime, Cal.
Von bave yer schoiing. au' a chance off irben tbere's an»-
t.hing going on. An' then there's thetrest ai tht boya an'
jert azarm,-it taiez a siglit a' vietuais and clothes; for s0

I 1noir fliat, tather," said Calvin; "yu've gai a large
fumil», cad you malte iti al ver» comfortahît. 1 don't
avial or expeci an» psy. It is my dut» ta hcip yon ail I
cao-".

This iras tht mait aflectianate speech Calvin bail ever
madIe ta bis tather, s0 différent tram bis aid ==rcsi, or
sulent stubborrnness, tirai Mr. Wttkins wauid have been a
strange man bail lic flot becs gratified b» if. Ht maved
about unessil» in t little silence that foiloavei, Uhen li
spake :

"Weil, thai'a suthin'; tha-that-sounds vell, Cal.",
"Do you want ta irnoir ahat my plan is, father ?"I pur.

sueil Calvin.
Mr. WVatiuns nodiled.
" «I mnt tena Uic businezs thorougly. Then irben

tht ather boys get large enougl ta help you litre, l'Il stant
someirlere 'tise."

Thasîsing bis hanils mbt bis pacirets, lic began ta pace
the floor. tallcing rapidly, as if il werc a lesson ibat bcd
bren aveil earseil.

"4Thcre's plenty of tains along tle ceast, wbere 1 coulil
succeed even if iicre irtre stores I avoulil go ta tht cil»
offeet, get goods ct tht loavest prices, and scil îhem se cireap
that the oid settier- wouid gasp. I shahl bc content avith
small profits. sa I shall havc large sales. On a briglit
morning you'Il sec the square in front at m» store just blackr
with country wagons, bringing tresir eggs and butter in
exchangc fot an» rare bargains. Tirey'll finil me honourable
in ail my dealings. When I sa» ant article is pure, tbey'li
finil it so every ie. My» word avili ire as god as my
bond."

Thtre iras a fine, gencraus glawin Calcin': fact, as lie
thus laid out a future ai homourable dtairg.

"lSa I %hall gain tîcir confidence, and fiat bce a tlete
t5tl in tht Zoccry business. Do yau cail tlint a bail
Chance, fatrer ? "l asirei Calvins, adding, pisyit»l, "lAnd
irba inoirs, even if I lacli ambition, niy feliaw-taavnsmen,
respectiog my avotb andl enlerprise, may bie niavei ta namt
met for saine office,-aavn clerir, caunty shtriff, or represen.
tative ?"I

His fther iras silent, and tht entrante af a customer
closeil tht conversation. But tht aid man sat for c long
tume wilh bis ejes flsed upon the yauth. irbo iras again
absorbed ina tht ilelails afia business lieb bail eccepteil
because at sceird marked out for hlm. Diml» bis itrher
recognizeil tht brave spirit fint az baunil ta maire a sur-
crssui ulIture out of c disagzecable preseti. As hie tolil Mrs.
wakics that niglit. in an unusual tannaS ai confidence

- 1 did n't S'pose aur Cal bail so nanti gril. Tht boy"i
malte 'ruthîn' big yat. I mes].) believe, or tise-bte is a't e
vatins t'

'<'<viii. -AIIOARD THtE WATES R EE~

Ail ibis tait JOe ras &bii anaOug the uplandu ai New
Hampshire, ma1icF aar friends, andl daing ail passible to
totward las Miaster s Cause. But hie did nostee! at baie,
even an bis native pla.c-he avus ever lenging for the ses.

It wua naugbt ta hmm that bas chek vua tcnnd by the
putesi breezes ai tht continent, or tuai be conild rosi atoll
tbc riabiest farests,-bis natils longeal for tht sait flaveur
af tht sea ; bis cycs for foresta o asis. Sa lie tolil Mms
Patcha:

"14»if cyt jest ac for the sighto a raasS, arsoneL sailin'
ves3e), These 'etc lectle spindliea iresh.waicx boat, s lihee
amalI pnds is getirng dlrezdisi tanac,-more luke pisyls'
avitb tin letie bate I malte for the Yongtr ta sail in
thatir marra': waalitubs."

Anil Inter, hc toid Mm. Patchi
" 8Weil, jerry, I giies its about sine yen Wa me hitebed

imb sangle tesns,-I'a thinkîn' l'd arter Eo tast a speU."
"I- w&.s afraxid you coulil sot bie content ber." said Mr.

Path.
"' 1T aint noboil»'s (soit but naine," ssid Joe, as lc saw

bis friend's regret ; "lit': bard ta anchor ani aid sait up litre,
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ye'Il al &grec ; but I don't begrudge the tinie 've apent ona
the aid plsce. i aint soty came."

Indeed lie ws flot; %l kneîv tiat he bail been a rich
gainer b» thia hume visit. Here blisha cotered upori the
better ivay; litee bcdi tasted thc pute >ay of hei.n
athers upward. l3elleving himseli to be the lait of the Lui.
combs, and redceened tramn sin, lie bard accompllahed a mar.
vellous work for the failen.

It as anly this that had kcpt Jot so long cway from the
coast. Nom there %vert so many ta carry the work an that
Joe's peculiar mission seemed accompiished. His kind
frierads feit they ought flot ta detain him, perliapi lic was
nceded eisewhcre.

So, impelied by unscen influences, tlint ie taok ta be anly
hunger fot the secJoe decided to leave his native town.
Aiterw=ýd, he knew that Providence lied ledl hlmn on, ta
mieet the deepest ja» of bis life ; ta find that his mother wcs
flot deuil, but ready ta forgi'se. anad reloice unspeckably in
hier son.

Joc tld fia ane that hie was going, ecept thc Patch
faiay. Mi. Patchi, bcng ane afithe seiectmrsn, coa ac
another persan on dut» at the tawn house,-Joe hai anc
aiready initiated,-tie rctarmedl man, wbom hie and the
children hcdl ielped home ane afternooa. He wu fia ion.
ger the terror of bis lamily, but their comfort and support.

IdEveryy w irk yau are perlectly liorrid ta run
caa aithou sain od.by 1 "' said Miss Patch. IdWby
don't yau 1e yrfiends know you are going aind bave some
sort of a lareweU?"l I

Her fiter iaugbed at Joe's look af dismay.
1 «That's jest the sort o' show 1 don't like 1 These 'etc

good.byes is dreadful rilmn' if yau hev an» feelin'. ';omne
faik3 jest glaties in theni, I s'pose," addcd Joe, with his
habit ai moralizing ; os' speciali» if it catis out victusis.
Reminds me how tbey got up a lcreweli for Mielissa Harris,
shte that mvent missionary ta tbe Choke-taws. There a an
aid mari Saunders, that avoulda't carcd a snap if tht
Injinshad scciped Mclisu.,-nevcr lied fia mlssiaraarysperit,
-would n't give c red cent ta send 'cm the Gospel, she
said she wou id e't miss tbst 'etc tareaveli for nothin' I Came
ta find out 't iras the victuais she came for."

In the isugh flhnt followcd, Jae savung himseif upon the
stage-top.

"lCame again soon, and bring uomebody cise," said 'Mis.
Patch. Ilave avant ta sec br«"

" «Thank yc, sbc'd bc delighted, mebbc," stammered Joe,
bis bronzed check turning c deeptr hue at this public allus.
sion ta Maggic, Idca't saîctinies sec so fax int the futur',
yan know.'

"l'T won't be your fauit, I reckan," cbiraed in thc stage.
driver as the» rolled away. -In camion wath cverybody in
tbc village lie had bicard of Jae's fair correspondent. lie
addrd. "They say yau arc going ta be îarricd, bir. Lus.
Conib?"

4Weil, 1the»' must knaw, 1 s'pose," said Joc, flot
pieased at being intervieved ; Idthty aifit gat nathin' cisc ta
do but ta tend ta somebady elscIs business. The» 'il bey
me merried, 'a' deari, 'n' buricd clore 1 get ta J3as'on ! I

Joe spalce witb unnecessar» tient, considering tbe tact tliat
no anc iras forcing him ta bc marraed. Ta tell the truth
Jac vras tarmentedl because these friendi» lests put bis own
avishes too piainly betare bini. lit wua like anc mocked b»
-a blessed resuit» that couid flot bc bis Mlarr t brat hume
hadl be ta Olier thc tady littie housavmfe, Iaggie ? Hc,
wbose clatires and the fcw dollars saved fram, bis avages
avere ail bis avarldly possessions!1

I 'ma daamcd ta bc avithout c home," avere Tac". sad
thouglits, "m ad gaod enaugh fat me for leaving thc best a'
homes yeArs ago. O mother, mother!"

Tht aid grief of that nigh'ý iren be bcdl returaied ta finit
ber gant, came upon tbc man. Fargetting the ytars of
separation, and the unknown grave that brid ber Clay, bis
saut cricdi eut for lis mother, as if bce aver a child egato,
and she axai» in tht next room.

Thcn lie rtmeîbcred that she wua beyond eartly caUi; c
gieat tnte of d=slatterass came tr m. Au the stage
decerded the long bilis, sud tht universc slretcbed ont, bc
s:emed but a miscrabie alam.

Presently Uic stage drew rap at a railay station. Jat
bade tht dlriver good.hye, and ae soon aboard thre Boston
train. But ctiil bis mind avas full ai sad thouglits tâ
would flot tac shaken off.

Tht bill gradual»y disappcared, melting into thc- clear
atinosphere lik-e claud.tops, and tht tr&in sped tbrougli val-
lcys irbose outer cdigc touchedl the =e. 30e threw 'nh2 3
avndoir. -a sliglit tinge of Sait iras in tht air. Hie anhaid
it cagerly, vith hrightenirag gaze.

As tht» rac"red. the Coast bis inedatations became lesu
cbsorbing . distant glinapsts of the- ocean, oz msls DI vesscl:
avoke ail bis aid love for these tbings. As Uic train passd
tht wrbavea necar thc city, Joe's excitemeat increased.

'With his lima thrnst citas ont ai the avindai. he bidle
tht cahlots, asking their treiglit and destination in bts owsn
characteristie style, reatl» ta thc amusement of bis neigir-
boums

"if there baint the aId Sary Jane Hardin' agin,"
exciaimcd lac, ssrveyinq an ancient schooner that bey at
anubor. 1 nevez: tbougbit shc'd Stan' it sa long. Bleauj
anl boav tbcm oa tubs "il hold ont," lic absera-ed, confi.
dentiafly, ta bis seat-mnate ; Ilfor afl tht world ie somc aid
talrs,--iliz threat 'Din' ta dit, 'n' don'î. It's jest tht sam
with an oid barxies; theic'ts a poaverfal siglit a' avear ini
,cms soinetimes"

"oBut it dou't do ta decnd upon worDz-out ships or
hzmn=ese" retumed isa companion.

"Tht» avili go bac an yc, sometimc," saud Joe.
"li7ere'i bce a last trip for tht Sary Jane Hardin' yit ."I

Suddenly Jot: startcdl for the platiormi. Bis Iccen elance
bail relit a tamMlar naît on a cmii, -4he WVatem Queen.
On ber dcck avere the weil-knawn figures af tht Gramiblet,
jahnasona the iate. loi, balid iti in is mast reso.
fiant tt.shian. bewildes scycral aid ladies as it blended
witli tht brgemma's gui tht Staioa.

"Hs n' t yan, betes mas-e on? Yon'mc e-.ocling tkc
ira»," ire gala, touchirag Joe.


