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GRACE AND GOOD HORKS,

E call speuial attenuion to the able and umely |

discoutse by Professor Mclaren, which will be
found 1n another part of our present issue. 1 here are
tmes when it 1s pecabiatly necessary that the grand,
ancient, reveaied truth should keep state ” and that
formal answers shoutd be given to objections which,
huwever weak inthemselves,and however often atlready
teplied to, are sull made to do service, to the injury of
the ignorant and illanformed and to the contirmation
in hurtful misapprehension of those who may fancy
that becauso their favounite hobbies are not answered,
they are, therefore, unanswerable,  \ve believe that
we are in the midst of such umes at present.  Calvine
st ut Augustimanism, o calt it what one pieases, 1t
it is understood tu be what it s of the very essence
of Lvangelicaism  has often had vaned and absurd
accusations brought against at.  Lhese have, with 1n-
detinite frequency been su answered that no rouin has
really beenleft for anything like an effective reply. But
such answers are convemicatly sgnured and the same
<harges are accordingly, every auw and then, repeated
with as great confidenve as if they had never previ-
ously been heard of and never already successtuily
exposed. It is accordingly indispensable that they
should be again met and agan disposed of, and Prof,
M.Laren does a guod wutk 1a his vigurous effort 1n
this direction,

HOME MISSION FUND.

E have not ascertained all the particulars, but
this we areglad to be assured of, that more than
the $40,000 needed by the Home Mission Committee
in the Western Section of the Church has actually
been received by the Treasurer, so that all the de-
mands upon that Fund will be fully met. It remaias
for the Church to shew that this 1s not a mere spas-
modic effort, but that the same rate of contribution
can be maintained and improved upon without in any
way interfening with ttie successful prosecution of the
other schemes of the Church. Even the most san-
guine scarcely anticipated that the full sum of $346,-
000 would be raised; now thercis an actual, surplus.
In other departinents the exhibit, we hear, is not so
encouraging.

CLERICAL HOLIDAYS AND CHUAKLH
BUSINESYS.

VERYONF engaged in active life needs a hnliday
—something to break in upon the necessary
mnonotony of ordinary though important work We

don’t know any who need this more than hard work- .

ing, not very well paid ministers. But in order to be
a Loliday at all, it must be a holiday indeed, with re-
sponsibilities for the time being completely laid aside
and work thrown to the winds. It can never for a
moment, for instance, be imagined that attending a
Conference or an Assembly is of the nature of 2 holi.
day. Instead of this being the case, if it is set about
atall as it ought to be, it is as hard and exhausting work
as any one can possibly engage in. Those who are
sent to such meetings are sent upon the business of
the Church, are selected for that very purpose, and
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are not true to themselves or to those who sent them if
they do not attend to that business with all diligence.
Indeed it is, if possible, now more obligatory on tnem.
bers of Assembly to give honest conscientious at.
tention to that official work at the yearly mecting of
the highest judicature of the Church,than it was when all
the ministers and representative elders met in Synod,
for they are now formally deputed for this purpose,
and if they cannot discharge the duty they ought not
to come under the obligation, How people can think
of bringing their wives to such meetings, unless they
have ptivate friends, is more than we can understand,
It is no holiday time for the members of Assemnbly,
and if they attend (o the work of the Church they
cannot have much leisure far doing the agreeable to
their better halves. While how these poor unfertu

nntes can enjoy themselves in a strange city and in
sttange homes, where pethaps they have not one
friend, perhaps not even an acquaintance, scems quite
incomprchensible. It is always, to be sure, lawful to
lead about a wife sister, but the expediency of such
a procecding is sometimes quite a diiferent stury,
When it is business let it be business in carnest, when
t is holwlay making let it be holiday making out and
out,

CCLERICAL SCANDALS."

‘I is a matter for great thankfulness that in thys as
well as In a goud many other countrie. ' Clenal
Scandals * arerare, and that the few which do oceur are
treated with an amount of astonishment and severity
which far more imply a healthy tone and a high stan-
dard of public morality, than anythig like I'hansaie
censoriousness or unconcealed satisfaction at the dis-
covery that * professors ¥ are. sometitnes no betier
than their neighbours, if not in not a few instances a
great deal worse. It may sometimes be made a mat-
ter for complaint that the stundard by which ordinary
professors of Christianity are judged is unreasunably
high and that office bearers in the Church are sull
more severely dealt with and still inore harshly con-
demned. But afrer all it would be a matter for re-
gret if things were in any respect different {rum what
they are, unless by the standard being still further
raised and the condemnation meted out to the guilty
rendered still more severe and unmistakable. Itis
well that those who profess to follow Christ should be
experted to do more than cthers, that men should
reckon upon their walking by a higher ule and mind.
ing better things. It is a tribute of respect pad 1o the
godliness professed, even though it may somectimes
involve heavy and unmistakable condemnation of
the people professing it. For the same reason,
preachers of the Gospel and office beasers in the
Church have no reasan to complain if conduct which
passes in others without condemnation or even re-
mark, brings down upon their heads hostile crui-
cism, bitter seproach, and unsparing condemnation.
Why should they think it strange that they are taken
at their word > They wish to be in the world as
Christ was, Their ambition is to plant their feet
wherever they recognize the footprints of the blessed
Master. They glory in the avowal that their daily
aim and daily prayer is to be the living epistles of
Chirist, known and read of all men. It is their own
standard, theiz own adopted ideal. \Why should they
think it strange if onlookers acquiesce in the avowal
and apply this chosen gauge to their outward hives 7
It may be that malignity or envy may somectimes
raise the hue and cry; that superior cxcellence may
stir up all that is worst in base and corrupt natures;
and that fabricetions of facts may be put into requisi-
tion in order to darken what is bright, and be.
spatter with filth 'what is pure and holy, This
nct only may take place sometimes, but ¢ oftes
docs. Yet, afier all allowance which truth could justify
bas been made for this, the fact remains that the dis-
tance between the ideal and the actual Christian life
is generally so great that onlookers cannot help thking
notice of the fact, and cannot but express their sur-
prise and displeasure at the extent of the discrepancy.,
The only remedy accordingly lies, not so much in out-
cry against the accusers, as in nore earnest and per-
severing erdeavour to suppl; what is wanting and to
rectify what is wrong. To lo ..r the standard would
be to inflict great, perbaps irretrievable, moral injury
upon not merely a neighbourhood but a nauon.
“They speak against me,” said a good nan on one
occasion, “do they? I shall endeavour by God's
grace so to live that no one will believe them.” Be-
sides, in ordinary cases it will be found that when

such Ihmgs occur, there Is an amount of obhqmly of
character and eccentricity of conduct so marked and
unquestionable as fully to account for the nccusations
if not actually te excuse some of their harshness.
\We do not forget that the best of inen have had
their names sometimes cast out as evil, and have
had imputed to them courses of conduct as far
as possible from the actual facts, Yet it ir truc
all the samme that a man is in this way ncver
eventually put down except by himsclf, and that
in ordinary cases where there is simoke there is more
or less of tire,  Some people arc, apparently, always
in trouble  Othees finl the volce o/ scandal ditirely
huhed in their presence, and have scarcely once had
wmalignity fashioniug stories to their disadvantage. s
this because the former are so great and useful while
the latter are sv small and their efforts for good so
feeble? We doubt it.  The dead flies may be dolng
all the mischicf; the inconsistent conduct ralsing
most of the storm, It would be quite casy to give
marked instances of what we allege. The perverse
whim, the unguarded word, the foolish and eccentric
act, havetoo often destroyed, ace too often destroying,a
great amount of good.  Men try to shift the bueden,
and to make others bear the blame. If they would
only turn from their foolish ways and repent of their
more than foolish words, they would be nearer the
right spirit and more centain of speedy deliverance
and rest frum maay of the troubles, Is it complaned
that «t s hard, cspccially fot thuse * who minister,” to
get back to their old positions in the estimation and
cunfidence of their fellows, after they have * shipped,”

even thaugh they have repented and received the tor-
gvencss of Heaven ¢ Lt as dificuly, indeed, but the
truly penitent will be the Srst to recognize the neces-
sity and the uscfulness of such difficulty and be the
v .diest, if necessary, to walk softly and silently, not
only fut many days, but fur alt theis ives.  I'hescvere
and high standard by which ddergymen and women
are judged, we repeat, may someu:nes have a seenung
harshness about it “which sume may be ready to
denuunce as meruless. It 19 a wholesome seventy
all the same, and, though sumctimes abused, is never
so much so as when &8 1s greatly relaxed, or, as 1t
has sometimes been in seasuns of great sehigious and
muotal declension, set aside altogether aad denvunced
as prudish, Phansaical and “blue.”  When the
standard of antelicviual acqaiccment  necuessaty  to
academic distinction s tased and rigidly entorced,
men glory in the fact and take credit for the * plu.k-
ing” which follows, Why should st t:e thought strange
when a similar course is followed in the region of
morals, and still moze in the case of those who claim
tu be the servants and spokesmen of the Most High?

’

GRUOCERS' LICENSES. N

N our last week s report of the proceedings of the
Synod of Tuitonto and Kingston, we inadvertedly
left out the last clause of the filth resolution on Tem-
perance as adopted Ly that reverend court. The
resolution actually passed, reads as follows:

** That the Church should urge the Legislature to enact
that ail places where intoxicating hiquots are sold should be
clused an pubilic holidays, and, as Jar a3 Puasible, to withe
draw licenses from groceries.”

We tave italiuzed the onmutted words, the more
cffectually to draw the attention of our readers to themn
and to enlist united influence i their support.  The
whole reconunendation, it will be observed, inphes o
step in advance, and indicates the healthy progress of
opinsonon the subjectinquestion, Timewas,and notso
lung goune by, when such a propusal, even w a Church
court, would have been regarded and denounced as ab-
surd and tyrannical, and when the chances were aganst
its bewng favourably entertuncd or adopted by either
Presbytery or Synod. It would then have been said
that holidays were by way of eminence the very sea-
sons when such places ought to be upen if they were
allowed at all.  The people, it would have been urged,
were then abroad intent on holiday-making and general
cnjoyment, They nceded refreshment and rest. What
were they to do if the means of securing the one or
the other were not available? Holidpys with closed
taverns,it would have been aigued, would not beworthy
the name.  Better not have them at all, than make
them nfere delusions and snares, [t is different now.
Other means of 1est and refreshment are provided in
ever intreasing abundance, and the miserable sight of
crowds of hohiday-makers returning home intoxicated,
with the usual allowance of quarrelling and blows, has



