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THE NÉW PARCEL POST.

NWASIIINGTON, January 26.-the president to-day. approved the postal
convention recently eotîcluded betwxeen the United States and Canada. By
this convention, articles of every kind or nature whi*ieh are adinitted to tie
doniestie mails of either country xviii be abwitted to the sanie rates of pos-
tage, and un(ler the saine conditions and classifications to the mails ex-
chianged between the two counitries exccpt thiat articles other than Iutters
in their usual and ordinary formn are excluded froni the mails unless tlîuy
are so wrapped or enclosed as to, permit their contents to, be easily ex-
anuined by post-masters or customis oficers. Ail aiticles exchangred under
this agreemnent are required to Le fully' prepaid at the rate of postage
àpplicable to simiiiiar articles in * he domnestic mails of the country of
origin. Articles other than letters in their ustial and ordinary fonim, On
their arrivai at the exchang. post office of the country of destination, ýviIl
be inspected by customs oficers of that country wbo will Ievy the proper
custon's duties upe.n any artit-e found to be dutiable und.er the law of tliat
country. The transrnisý,ion of thie followingr naine(] articles is absolutely
prohibited. Sealed packages W'vhich f roin their forin and general appearauice
are not letters, and are not wrapped or enclosed as above required;
publications which violate the copyright laws of the countrýy of
destination ; packets, except single volumes, of printed books whiich
exceed four pounds six ounces in iveight; liquids, poisons, explosives
or inflammable substances, fatty substances, or those which easily liquify;
live or dead (not dricd) animais, insects and reptiles; confections, pwi.,tes
fruits and vegetables, which exhale a bad odor; lottery tickets or circulars;
all obseene or immnoral articles and other articles which may destroy or
darnage the mails or injure persons hiandling thein. This convention goeb
~nto effect M~arch 1, 18MS.

A WASHINGTON correspondent tells an anu.sing story abont ai letter
received at the postmaqtei -getnci al's office, enclosing a two-cent staiip, ýN ithi
an explanatory note settingl forthi tbat the wvriter had been tempted to iiiae
use ot a stanip which had rot been properly cancclledl, and becoiing co'n-
science smitten, had taken this mode of reparation. There is a fund in thie
treasury depaitinent into wliiehi "conscience nioney" can be paid, but tliere
was no precedeit to, show how a postagre stainp sent in uncler such circumii-
stances shoiild Le dih.poscd of, and the officiaIs wvere corresporidiîtg
embarrassed. ]?inally a r& cord was made of the fact, in the book of Lters
received in the postmaizsteir-genetual's office. The letter was t.hun endotr.ý'ed
by the chiief èlerk and sent to the thii:d assistant postniaster-ger 1 eral. WVlivxiit
reached that officiai it was transferred, after due consideration, to thie
finance division. Anothier entry was hiere formnally made of letters reccived,
and the letter Nvas then placed in the hands of the chiief of the division, w1lo
pasted the stamrp on the letter, drew his pen through it and xvrote tl ie"o r'l
cancelled" underneath. H1e then aflixed bis signaturrc. whichi w'a.s %vit-
nessed by one of the clerks, who also signed bis naine. The letter was thenl
carefully filed awvay for future reference.


