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and readers oi thc w'ord that it is tlie vcry voice of the Most

114ig1, and is specially addressed to thieni. The Spirit ly I-is

nature lias direct 'access to the souls of mien, and can so

quicken and intensify thecir.-spiritual perceptions thiat tlecy cani

sec sin and its consequences, God anîd bis lioliness, Christ and
biis adaptation to theni, as tlîcy neyer sawv thiese truths befoi-e.

Thlis influence of the Spirit niaiy bc resisted and overconie, and

it often is opposed bccausc it l)ro(luces convictions coniccringl
self wlhicli are nîost liuniblinig and painful.

Soine of tiiose tlius convicted are broughit by thie influence

of the saine Spirit to contrition for thieir sins and faith iii Jesus

Christ. It is by the gracious operation of the I-ly Ghiost that

the wvill is renewed and the sinner perstlade(I and enabled to

enibrace the Saviour. At the instant Mvhen flic Spirit lias

madle the muiier nature quick, living, sensitive, I-e pours iii tue
liglit of truth li ~ereb), the iniage of Chirist is fornicd in tlic

soul. lu order to eniphiasize tlie trutli tliat the initial and

characteristie change of lieart is effected by God, it lias beeii

customiary to say tliat the soul is passive iii regeneration. But

tlîis needs to be carefully guarded :iii ail tlîat leads up to, re-

generation, and in ail tlîat follows it, the soul is certainly active.

And an iiîstantaneous passivity is iîot very easily inîagined.

In the cliange of biis ruling disposition lie is the recipient and

not tlie actor ; but iii the very first exercise of tlîis dispositionî

lie is active. Aitliongli the efficient power wliichi secures tlîis

exercise of the niew disposition is the powver of God, yet the

mni is not tlierefore unconscious, nor is lie a nicre mîachinîe

worked by the Divine fingers. No violence is done to the

nioral nature of thiose, wvlo are converted ; tlîeir clîoice is not

governed by irresistible force ;they have the full exercise, of

ail tlîcir faculties al! the tinie ;thîey repent and accept Christ

as tlîeir Saviour freely anîd williîîgly. Tlie power by wvlich, a

sinnier is truly turned to God is not hike tlie force of gravitationi

acting on matter, it is the power of trutli affecting the nîind,

of infinite, gracious love melting the lîeart.

In this operation and ail others wliich follow it the Divine


