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tered Chiarles, as lie puslied back bis chair, and
taking bis bat, walked sullenly ont of the roorn. o~

Mrs. Wharton sat musîug'a for a few mo- eî
inents aftcr bis departure, and lier eyes filcd w
withb tears as sho rocalleil bis angry words.- Ih
Shc fult that lie liail beon unkinil, for she si
thiouglit lie was angry at lier tardiness, and s
she was conscious that she would willingly hl
have reliniquisliei the darling merning sleep, if ti
slie biai known of bis engagement. "Wby i
did hoe not tell me of it 1" said slie, mentally ; s

" how sheulil 1 always know wliat lie wislies fi

mne te do, unlesa lie tolls mol andl yet lie a
seeuts often dissatisflcd at sorte negleet of a
whicli 1 amn net censcious, until when tee late d
to rcmnedy it." e

Poor Mrs. Whiarton! witb the beet inten- a
tiens, tho kindliest feelings, and the rnost de-
voted love for bier lbusband, she was yet ig- c
norant of semti of those miner dutios, witheut p
whicli, happiness cannot be attaineil. Edu-
catoil at a fashionable lioarding-scbeel, she e
kucew littlc of the actual mochanisin of lif.-
Shie liad gene througb. tlic regular routine t

of studies aud accomplisliments-lisd boen (
liroiulit eut into secicty in due form, at tlie age t

ef sixtcen, andl after two ycars spcnt in the ex- t

citemeut of tire gay world, lisi given lier hanil
te thc most agrecable, rather than te the rich-
est of bier suitors preferring love in a cottage,
witli Chiarles Wharton, to indifference in sa

palace, with bier wenlthier lover. She was 1
simply a warm-liearted, affeetienate, cheerfuli
tempered girl, wbose refiective powers, if shei

lead tbcm, biad neyer been mucli cultivated,i
sud wliose pliant ebaracter wss yet te lie
mouldeil by future circematances. H-er bus.
bîand had grown ulp in the midst of an elil
fasioned dotuestie circle. Ho bail seen bis
ruother devoted te bier liouselield duties, go-
vcrning bersoîf and others by s regular sys-
tom, whicb maie every caro seemn liglit, be-

cause eacb ful in its allotted place, and te its
atllotted pcrson. He bail observeil bis sisters
scquiring aIl the elogant rofluemrents of a finish-
üd education, while 'tbey gradually learned,
frein example, raier tlian procept, tlie wveman-

ly habits which. are ouîy te lie gaineil in s

well-ordered houselil. lie bail been se se-

customil te neatuiess and order, illat liescarce-

ly neticeil thecir presouce, but if lie was se-

cridontaily ilirown inta circumststtces wliere
they wcre wsutiug, their absence accu tauglit
bim bow eEseuitial tbey were te bis daily corn-
fort, In short, lie was the son ef a sensible

sud goil ineter, sud lier influece bail made

hlm worthy cf as gocil s wifc.

Mary Lec's pretty face andl frank simplicity
r character, liail attracted him, when she first
ntcred society. Hcr unsîterable good humer
ras an additional charmn, andl whcen lie found
or possessed of a fund of sound practical good
crse, whicli needed only time to develope it-
eif, lie hesitated flot to offer to, lier acceptance
isbliart andhlind. During the firstintoxica-
on of youtliful love, hoe could see no defecis
i hier cliaraeter, no spots in the Sun which shied
o much light upon his existence. 11cr cheer-
1l smiles> lier briglit face, lier bird-lke veice,

Il aeted upon him like encliantment, and with,
degree of entliusism whicli ususlly ends in

isappointme3nt, lie exalteil lier into ail objeet
f adoration. Ho was ton years lier senior,
*nd the liglit-learted girl reeciveil bis bornage
vith an elation of spirit whicli tendeil to in-
rease ratlier than sulidqe the levity o! lier dis-
iosition,
1 wendex' if it ever oceurred to a discontent-

d biusband that mucli of thu discomfort of bis
narried life miglit lie sttributed to this over-es-
imation whicli is se genoral a cliarseteristic
f the days of courtsliip. To man, love is but
lie interlude between the sets of a busy lifo-
lie cares of business, or the seveore studios of a
profession are tlie duties of lis existence, whulle
lie attentions wliel lie bestows on tbe young
and fair being wliom lie lias cliosen to share
his future lot, are tlie actual pleasures of bis
ife. He cornes to lier weary witli the sordid
anxieties or tlie oppressive intellectual labours
in whicli hlas been engaged, andl lie finds lier
ever the gentle minister te bis happiness, while
the atmospliere whicb surrounds lier, is one of
sucli purity and pesce, that ail bis better na-
ture is awakened byhler presenco. Wbst mar-
vol, thon, tliat hoe shoulil make bier the idol of
bis dreams, sud entlirene lier on higli in lis
imagination, as the good genlus of lis life 1-
lVilfully blinil te every defect in lier character,
lie views lier tlirougli the medium of bis owni
exeited feelings, and thuà, like one wlio sliould
pretend to judge of the real lanilsoape by be -
holding its reflectien in aClaude Lorraine glass,
lie secs only the softened Iineaments of the sc-
tuaI being. Thon cornes the bour of disen-
cbantment. In the familiar iuterceursc of wed-
ded life, lie cesses to bce the worsbipper at an
idol's slirine. Tbe love still exists, perliaps
even increases lu its fervour, but the blbnd wor-
slip is at an end; she is now is fellow travel-
ler tbrougli the ruggod sud dusty patli of life,
andl lie must bear with hl the heat and bur-
don of the day. But it often happons that the
past bas net been without its cvii influence upon


