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___________HE Edinbturghi review-
ers who criticised Lord

Byron inust have pro-i i i ; ~~fitted mznyb'ci-

/za/zv /aing /1/ 01ia, Mien
' ~-~--the> nidethe astolind

ing discovery thiat a
Lord cannot write Poetry.

Let us see wvhat history says to, such a
pretended discovery, and first let us con-
suit sacred history. David and Solomnon
were niighty lords in their day, and yet
they were poets ; their poems couniting by
the thousand.

Mwoses; 'as a Lord, and a great one too,
the lord and leader of the Israclite people.
Notwithstanding this high dignity lie wvas
a poet,-the author of those niagnificerit
hyn-ins -4uAdifé coelt qîae loqiior, Cai-
ternius Domino, Gloriose emmil maignificalus
est.

Secular history is nearer us and may be
appealed. to miore at large. The great

Celtic bard wvas a po%%erfui lord as w~ell as
wvarrior aniong his p)eople, although lie
owned not the modemn designation of eari,
mnarquess, duke, and ail] that. Neverthe-
less, lie wvas emninent as a poct. So much
so that his poerns have stood the ordeal
of tirne aind are a living voice in oui- day,
ceiebrating the events of a bygone age,
preserved in the nmeniories and w'ritten in
the books of ti~ Gaelie people of Western
Scotland. They are known only to Eng-'
lish readers by the translation of Mr.
r Macpherson.

It lias been maintained that this gentle-
nian wias the author of themn. But such a
position cari neve- be proved. Mi- .
Macpherson, although lie could translate,
could not compose such poenws. R-e was
utteriy incapable. Hie tried to convince
the world that he ivas a poet by writing
sorne poemns. But they found no accept-
ance wvith the British public, whilst the

poeIns of Ossiani vere entlîusiastically
reccived and stili hioid their place in
English literature. The wvriter lias heard
portions of tlîern recited by cultivated
Hlighlanders in the original language; and
it is well kntowni tlîat there were books
containing collections of tlîe renowned
Celtic bard's poeîns. One book, in par-
ticular, miay be iienti-ed. Tt wvas in the
possession of Mr. McDonell of Knogy-
damt, and was knowvn in the family as the
IlRed B'ook,."- It was lent to Mi-.
Macpher-son and neyer returned.

"1he poenis of Ossian ai-e highly
deserving of attention if it weme only that
they showv the state of society amiong the
Caiedonians in the days of the Gaeiic
bard. 'l'lie Druids «had introduced a
civilization superior to tlîat of Imperiai
Ronie inasnuchi as its worship acknow-
ledged the one only God, whilst Romne
rîoted in its absurd polytheism, and
j)ractised cruelties unheard of among the
pi-imitive Caledonians. Druidisni,although
it rigidiy enforced its social omganizàtion,
%vas, nevertlîeless, a mnilder systein than
any otlîer formi of heatlienisni and when
Christianity was; presented, in the second
century, it gave up) its superstition moi-e
easîiy than any otlier pagan systemn.
Poiytheismn. with ail its hon-ors, stili
i-eigned at Rorie and ail sorts of cruelty
l)revailcd, wiiilst the Christians of North
Bni tain (Caledonia), hiaving, becomie numner-
ous an.d powerful, kindly received and
pmotected their bmetlî-en of the South who
weî-e s0 savagely persecuted by the
Eniperor Dioclesian.

The success of the Caledonians in
repelling the warlike legions of imperiai
Romne, gave proof, not only of bravery
and patriotism, but also of inilita-y organ-
ization and skiil in the ai-t of Nvar. With-
out ail this, how could they have driven
back to, the South in a shattered condition,
the great army of 8o,ooo Roman wariors


