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0 ant cnquiring mmid n
t ask cati be more con~
genial titan that of trac-
ing back to its primary

3 sources the deveiopmtent
of Grecian art. For,

. . since modern art is but
the feebie echo of this
great origin~al by so di-
iiig,a, tborougli acquatnir-
ance would be obtained
%vith those deep) fouîi-

tainheads of inspiration froni which basb
sprung the ensemible of Sesthctic beauty
known under the generic terni of Art,
tliat nex cr-f'uhing spring whici lias throughi
ail ages supplied civilized nations witli the
nectar of bighest inteilectual enjoymient.
And even, wvere the investigations to be of
thc mnost superficial nature, it wouid be
fouind that of ail these sources, that %wbichi
lias been the inost abundanit and miost
continuous in its dischiarge, is the Liad of
Homer. With justice, indeed, lias it been
said that it wvas Homier w'bo gave iaws to
the artist. The influence of bis unrivalled
j)oci upon Grecian art wvas tw'ofoid;
indirect, inasmuch as it stamiped Grecian
action and Grecian istory with its own
imipress ; direct, inasniuchi as it laid down
the princîples and fuirnisheci tbe grand
conceptions upon whichi most of after-art
bias been formced.

'o any nation, duritig the varions stagwes
of its developmnent, the p)ossession of an
epic such as the 1)iad, in whichi the hicroic
characters of its early Iiist-ry arc painted
in ail tbecir grandeur and nobiiity, is of
prime importance, since it infuses into
the people an enthusiastic determination
to rival tbe renowvn of their great ancestors,

aicost wvhat it niay, to maint.i unitar-
nishied thieir giorious national escutcbeon.
Of the Greeks, in particular, tban wvhom a
nation more susceptible to ail that is grand
and noble bas never existed, w~as this
especially true. In the Iliad thiey bebield
iniirrored forth, in the most striking and
attractive way w'hat Greeks had been and
what Greeks should bc. This produced
in them a certain mental e\altation, an

inward striving to attaîn a grand ideal
wbicbi engendered an atniosphiere wvherein
art in its most perfect formn could flot be
otber than spontaneous. We are toid that
'l there are two kinds of artists in this
%vorid-tbose that work because the spirit
is in theni, and they cannot kecp sulent if
they wvould-and those that speak, frorr a
conscientious desire to make apparent to
others the beauty that bias a'vakened tbeir
owvn admiration." To the first class, un-
doubtedly, belonged Hiomer, and by that
subtie bond of symipatby wbich so espe-
ciallv distingauisbied the Greeks froni al
other nations, lie perpetuated bis own irre-
pressible spirit amongst bis counîtrymien
for centuries aftcr lie birriseif bad passed
into that " stirless rest-tbat change whicb
neyer chianges.»

Not upon art atone was bis influence of
a iasting character ; were it not for him,
many a page of Grecian bistory 'vouid in
ail probabifity biave another reading. XVe
know that his poenis, altbougb in existence
for some time before, wvere flrst collecte,!
into their p)resent forni and comrnitted to
%vriting, during the reign of Pisistratus-
that is, a few years before tb1. commence-
ment of tbe famious Persian wars. Most
of tbe Greck states, indeed, scem to bave
been unaware of the dangc,-r-cioud arising
in the clear sky of Grecian freedomn now
that the l'ersian empire biad absorbed al
tbe lesscr states of Asia. Pisistratus,
biowever, whose 'vatcbful eye w'as ever
scanning the political horizon, 'vas quick
to perceive it, and took evcry ineans to
ensure the safety of the ship) of state
during the terrible hurricane which lie sawv
W-as about to burst apon bier. And pos-
sessed as lie ;vas of a keen iinsigbIt into
human nature, hie fuily understood tbat, in
sucb a crisis, the only hope Iay iii stirring
up in tbe whole body of the Greeks a
spirit of beroic p)atTriotismi, sncb as wvouid
miake tbemi consider deatli itself a desir-
able boon if therefroin wouid accrue any
bentefit to their fatheriand. This being
so, bis collection and publication of tbe
Iiiad was beyond doubt an act of far-
seeing policy. What could better fire the
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