
the hurWs treni f tndecy b ths iperal econiton.Catholicitv,
at the expense of holintss, liad lcn for a century th,: leading feature of
ccilesiastical poiicy. Now, ah'nost the entire pagan populace w-as
duniped int the Chiureli, and the sniall amount of liolincss that.
rernined vvas driven, from sl)eer drend of losing itself in this seethirig
m1ass Of roltenness, tr iihldraw itself to the deserts, and tiiere to devoie
iself tu> fruitUess strivings after a state of iimplecca-bility. The earniest
clenients of Christianity hiving thus beconie Bidd/,i, the guidancte of
active Chiristiani effort %vis left largelv to wvorldly-iniclt-d, liaîif-paganIl
bluiu;,s. 'l'le Rouman hierarchy, wvitli its dlaims of absolute spiritual
and absolute civil autilority-, %vas a logical resulst of the sacerdotalisin
thiat %vas already growing apace iii thie Nicene age : that diabolical
tbicory, in accordance with wbiichi a certain ciss Qfr men, bv virtue of
ordination, liai- tiie spiritual poiwer that Chsrist lias given to bis (:hurc b,
;Und tliat, too, apart frorn ail consideration of personal character. The
Cbiurch is holy, priesis are representatives and the onlv represcntativcs
Of the Cbiurcb ; therefore, priests, as priesis, arc holy, and hiave powe!r
to niediate betwcn (od and man. P'ersonallv, the priest may lie a
iertine or an unbeliever. His priestly powver is not tbiereby affectc.1

M\.oreover, Ilhe theory, in -iccord.-ice withi which the end justifies
he ea;w-as carly developed iii the interest of the -aorv-ssive hier-

archy. 'l'le well-being of the Churclh, lin, identificd wvith external
power, carne to be regardcd as, of ilece-ssity, the thing of suprenie
importance to (od and man. Ail laws, hutman and divine, may andl
nmust he set aside, therefore, if tic interests of Uie Church require ii,
anîd tU i birrchiv is to decide as to wlbat the interests of the ('b1uruih
require. This principle already acted on for centuries was forrnutlated
hiy Peter Danîiani about z 030, and employed withgra succc.ss hv
1-JidebIranid and succeeding popes.

A.rnicd with tlî'-ýc principles, with tliese clainis, with the supersti-
tious reverence alwvays accordcd to, priestcrafîr by ignornce, the hier-
archy w-as frc to, use ail possible limans for its oivn aggrandizenmcnt,
and %vas eniabled, by the beginning of Ille t1birteenthi century, to well-
igh- rtalir.e its audarious dis

, rhie C'hristian gcrmi 'vas aliost iost iii this l)aieifui accumulation of
human and saîanic nmachincrv ; but it %-as not wvholly iost, lucither.
iridecd, could it be in zaccordance withl Christ"s promises. It %va.-
perrecidy sure, sooner or later, to corne forward Nvith new vigor, to cast
off ihis accumiulation of corruption, and to go, onwvard iii its Christ-
m piied mission of %piritually subduing the wvorld.

'J'le reformatican oaf the Church ivas not inaugurarcd by Luthcr, nr


