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I IE banna of marriage betiveen
Hfarold Westall and Hope lli-
weil were duly publishied in Con-
wvay Churcli-for the building at

Abermawr was stil unfinishedl; and, as no
one came for ward with any '1just cause or
impediment,' the wedding day was fixed, and
arrang'ements made for Harold to spend
the fortuiglit before the important day in
lodgiugs in Conway.

' Great nonsense,' H-arold thought this
last necessity, and ivhen Hope suggested that
the ruie was a prccautionary ineasure te
guard against irregular marriages, the young
man pettishly sbruggcd bis shoulders. 'lie
bated fuss ,' lie said ; 'he %vished the English
lav was like the Scotch. Hie bad beard that
ap iu Scotlaud you j ast said auywhere and
auyhow that a girl was your wife, and wvife
she %vas, and no more to, do.'

Hope was grieved. She looked up to see
if lie really nieant wbat lie said. But
Harold did not meet lier oye, so she laid a
liand goutly on bis, and plcaded-secure that
deaf Mari, sewiug bard by, could hear
nothin-' ear Harold, do not speak so;
do yoit not care that wve should lie marrîecl in
church, that %ve should asic God to bless our
coming life ?'

He hung bis bead someivhat sheepishly.

' Yoli womcn take, things,ý so seriously,' lie
niuttered.

Hope sighed. A littie drop of bittern..,s
now and again xningled' with hier cup.
Every now and then a littie bit of plaster
fell off the idol she liad set before herseif,
and showed that ail was not soiind material
underneath.

For Hope did now idolize Hlarold, and to
ber eyes the good-natured, easy, selfish lad
appeared surrounded by a h2iao of imaginary
nroodness.

She would not see that lie lacked principle,
that the kind acts lie did sprang from a
natural amiability of disposition-to be ad-
xnired and cberished, truly, but not to be
accepted ini the place of steady obedience to
the law concerning God and our neiglibour.

Men who are good-naturecl only whcen im-
pulse directs are not to be relied upon. A
lit of temper, nay, a rainy day, may set
them all vronig.

Now Rope Nvaited for something more re-
assiring, from Hlarold, but it did not corne i»
the fashion she hoped fbr. He only st-retched
himself, and slipped his hane from under
bers, dcclaring that Hope needn't look so
solemn ; hoe was flot really proposing a run-
away match. Gretna Green days were over.
The sulky, downcast look %vas gone; hoe was
ail smiles and fun; and Hope smiled too,
covering a sigh), and remembered that a


