
Tht; Caledlonia Inte?,cltaîge.

Delegation of Naas River trihes whlo dlaim for
the injunction on three towns $5, 000 to each town,
payable every t.welvt- months.

IN cexinecition with the Indians' defcnce of the Pot-
latch 1 -ive below a verbatimn report of a cornplaint
ruade by W... F.. Christian Indian of
L. ..-K .....I speaks for it8ef and shows xvhy the
Christian cornmunity is against the Potlatch. -E D.

I 0ME before yeu to make a complaint,
beeause 1I amn being very much persecuted
eoncerning die death of my uncle, G ... of

Git ........
1 really belon,- to, the Git ...... tribe of whieh

my uncle ivas chief, but I have been living for
some years at L. .-K .... mission. My uncle's
house was burned at Gît ........ two years ago,
and 1 thnen invited him te, corne and live with me,
to which he agreed. He then went up to
Git ........ bto bring down his thingr, but the
people there took him against bis will and per-
formed halaid upen hirn, se that hie could not move
aftor that for fear of breaking the Indian Iaw
whieh they put - him, thus my purpose conceru-
ing his Nvelfare came bo naught, because they tied
him up liard and fast bo their potlatch Iaw. They'
then persuaded him bo rebuild his house, and helped
him by free labour. Two years after that, his canoe
capsized on his way up the river, and both he and
his wife were drowned. Imrnediat-ely on hearing
this 1left L. . -K.... and went up toGit ........
where 1 organized a party bo go out and search for
the body. Chief W ....... thon called me int
his house and made a speech bo me, urging me bo
accept my late uncle's chieftainsbip and paper of
authority-a piece of moose skin witb mny uncle's
naine on it. They then performed halaid upon me,
and acknowiedged me as rightful heir te, my
unoie's position in their village. The party 1 had
sent out searched the river two days, and on the-
third day returned without having fou nd anything.
1 then .paid thein ail for their time, se much a day,
spending altogether $1 50.00. After that 1 reniai-
ned in my uncle's house, and in a short turne they
called upon me te make a potlatch. They threat-
ened te put me eut and take the lbeuse frem me if
1 refused. 1f replied that I would net potlatch,
because the Agent had already proclaimned the law
against it on the river. But 1 premised to respect
my uncle's dignity, and said I would ereet a mar-
hie monument te huim in the village. But they
raejected my proposai, because I would net potlatch.
And new they have given me notice te, quit But 1

1 de not intend'leaving the bousýe, for the potlatch
bas ne longer a right te tyrianize over one's private
fitmily iaffairs. And new they have agreed te
deprive me of my chieftainship by a general vote
of the tribe, and offer it to my cousin wbho, they
say, is wvilling te make potlatch. But 1 choose to
stand upon my rights within the laxv, and 1 say
that as governiment bas scen fit te prohibit potlIatch
it should support me now in mny position. 1 make
this complaint su that if there be trouble about it
on tho river yeu may know howv the ease stan is.

SU PPLEM ENTARY S'rATEM EN;T made one miont h afper
the above (Deer. 1898).

ON Tuesday evenirig last I wvas in my houise at
Git ........ whlin twe men came for me tu atten 1
a council meeting of the chiefs. 1 acconipaniýýd
thern te W ... s house. Whon I had entered
and takcen a seat W ... addressed me thuis, "I1
spolie te you wvhcn yeu first came up in the autu mn
saying you arc the rightful hccir te your uincle's
chieftainsh;p. I 2ay the saine th'ng bo you ag&Lin
new. But if you %vish bo take th3 titie an 1 posi--
tion of your uncle you must give up Christianity
and civilizalbion, and corne back te beathenism."'
Chief A... aIse spoke te me, say:ng, "I1 say
ýhe sanie thing bo yeu now~, that you must give.up
#religion and civilization and corne back to be a
heathen and make a potlatch." Chief M..

,àdso said the samne thing, an-. .... and G..
A. G.... then stood up and epened a paper

from which he began te read or pretend te read,
saying, "Any person cerning bo this village for
the purpose of settling n>ust dc se by making a
petlatch, and if he deceive the people of this place
by net doing se hie shall be cast eut forthwîth.
And any person feund causing exciternet in this
place shahl be cast forth, thus saith the great
lawyer's law and the governiment and the Queen.
For we have heard that you, W.... F. .. ., are
going bo place a teacher at this place te teach our
children and thus cause trouble and excitem2xît."
To ail this IL tried te reply wvisely. A...again
spoke, saying, "If you will give up Christianity
and return te the potlatch wve wvill lire off our
canmion for four days and nigbts, and yeu shahl be
or king in this place. If you promise te do se it
will be quite enough, we 'vili do it nierc3ly en your
promise," Then G. .g«.. arose and said, ,Andl
after you shall have made your potlatch wve -%vill
ail arise like ene mani and become Chr*stians."
To this I al.so rcplicd as wvisely as I coul-1, deehin-
ing, te have aiiythiing- at ail te do wvith brcakýing
the law, ior I know that aithough the governrnent
takes ne notice of these people breaking tho làw,
yet IL do net thinkc 1 should escapý..
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