
Prayer and Promis.

LesSoul V. PRAYER AND) PROMISE May 1, 1904

Luke Il: 1-13. Commit to memory% vs. 11-13. Read tuke 10:- 25-42.
GOLDEN TEXT-Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shaUlBnd.-Làuke Il: 9.

1 And it caine to ï>ass, 1 that, as hie was praying ln
a certain p lace, %%lien hie ceased, Oone of his disciples
said uinto-hlm, Lord, tÂcach us to pray, sas Johni also
taught bis disciples.

2 And he said unto th em, When ye pray, say, t Our
Father îvhichi art l heaven. Halliwed be thy naine.
Tb y kingdorn coniL. &Thy îvill be done, as in beaven,
so in eartb.

3 Give us day by day our dailY bread.
4 And forgîve us duir smos; for iveclo forgive

every one that Is indebted to us. Andà ilead us ilot
iuutotemp tation; sht tdeliver us roin cvii.

5 And b e said unto thern. WVlich of you shalh have
a frlend. and @hall go unto hlm at midnight, and say
sunto hlm, Frieuud, lend me three loaves;

ô For a friend of mine tg iii bis journey Is corne to,
me, and I bave nothing to set befote hlm?

7 And lie froin witbinsbali ansiver and sav Trouble
me flot: the door lq uow shut, sind my cbildren are
wlth me in bcd;- I cannot rise and give tbee.

8 1 Say unie you, Tiîoughi lie %viil îîot, risc and give
bum, because 'ue Is bis friend, y et because of his
luuportunfty hoe will il rise and give lm as mny s
lie necdeth.

9 And 1 say unto yon, Ask, and it shall be given
you - scck, and ye shall flnd; kîîock, and it shall be
opened uluto, you.

10 For cvery one that asketh rccivetb ; and lue that
secketh fhuudd'îb; and to hlm that knockcth it sbail be
opened.

Il 12If a son shahl ask brcad of any of you tbat is a
father, iilie give hlm a stone? or if ki ask a fisi>,
ill lie for a Ilsb give hilm a serpent?
12 Or if lie sbail ask an egg, iilibe 13 offer bum a

scorpion ?
13 If ye then, bcing cvii, know huow te give good

gfsut or cbiidreiu: bow mucb more shall your
heaeny atber give the Holy Spirit to thema that
ask him?

Revised Version-' Oinit that*1 2 that, 3 eVen; ,4Father; Hnllowed be thy iîame; 5 Omit Thy wilI be
douc, au in heaven, so on earth: 6 ourselves; 7 brlng; 't Omit but deliver us froin evil; 9 to; Io bs corne to me
frein a journey; *Il arise; 12 And of îvbich of you that is a father shall bis son ask a boaf, and; "à give.

THE LESSON EXPLAINEI
Time and Place-Novrnber-Defcember A.D. 29;

somewbere ln Fermea.
Connection-Jesus soon folloived the seventy,

pp.ssing through northerii Galilce and Ferma on fis
lacs jourucy to Jerutalcm. The Lesson belongs to
sorne stage of the journey. It may bc called "Vith
Christ ln the Sobool of Praycr."

I. TÉE ]PRAYER 0F Plt.YEIS.-1. Ag ho
was praying; Jcsus' constant practice, ch. 3: 21;,
5: 16; 6: 12; 9: 18, 28, 29. Luke says more about
prayer than tbc other gospc.s. Teach usto »,ray;
for iwhat? îvitb 'vhnt %vords? ini what spirit? Johni
also taught his disciples. WVelhaveino rcccrd et
ibis, but Jevish rabbis were accustomed to, give their
pupils forins of prayer.

2. When ye prsy, uay;- not aiwvays ix: tbc saine
words. The fomi is a model, embraciîg, "in the besi
order, cvcr divine promise, evcry human sorrow%
and wvant, and evcry Christian aspiration for the good
of others." Our 7'ather. More tlîan sevcîîty turnes
ix: the gospels Jesus uscs this titie for God. In tle Old
Testament, God Is seidorn callcd Father; and then Re
is vieiwed as Father of the nation, not of the mndi-
vidual. «Whichý art Inheaven; the ibroxue o! dod,
%while the cartli is fIis footstool. I.u. 66: 1. BEal-
lowed ; trcated as holy. Thy name ; Inciuding ail1
thie attributes of God, sucb as His powver, wisdom, etc.
Thy kingdom corne; let God's rule bo extcnded
.froni lieaven to carth, so as Le, root out ail wicked-
ness. Thy wilI be done ; the one ruile o! Jesuis' life,
John 5. 30:, 6: 38. As li heaven; by the angels,
Ps. 103: 20.

3, 4. Give us day by day our dally bread; a
petllion ncknoivlcdgizig our dupouidonce on God for
the siînpiest blcssings, asking these for ail, askiiîg
them day by day, a:nd askIng no more, Prov. 30: .8;
John 6 : 2.7. Forgive us our sine. Sec the pro-
mise, i John 11: 9. &a we forgive;I cisc we cannot,
be forgivcni,. Matt. 6. 14, 15. Indebtcd to us; flot
thoso irh owc uis înoîîcy, but al1whio have wrongcd

or injurcd us. Lead us fot into temptation.. God
permuts us to be tempted (John 17:* 15; 11ev. 3: 10),
but with eacb temptation maltes a way of escape 1
Cor. 10: 13. WVe pray, therefore, that wve may flot bc

A Scorpion

îornptod beyond our abilliy. Deliverus frorn evil
the cvii on:e," that Is Satan.
II. AN ILLUSTRATION TO ENCOURAGE.-

5-8. Shali go unto him atmiidnight. In the Eaut
it Is comnmon to travel at night, to avoid tbe heat of
the day. The laie hoi.r is the fhrst difficulty. A&nd
say.. .I have nothing to net before hirm. It
iwouid be a d1ccp disgrace for the pooresi, not te pro-
vide food fors visiter. The soul bas iccds wvhich God
alone oan suppiy. The dror le now shut.; a second
dlfilculty. lIn bed; diiliculty numiber threc. Yct
because ef his importunity; by sheor persistence
ail dificulties are ovorcome. (Compare chi. 18: 1-8;-
2Natt. 15: 27, 28.) 'Wiil give hlmn as msany as ho
needeth; more t.han the tbre askcd for.

III. A Piýoo.%Isn. TO CONFii.-913. Ask;
o! the heavenly Fatier. It shall be given ycu;
ixot because God doos îlot wish te be troubiod, but
because Ile loves to give. Every one;- not mercly
sortie particular friend or favorite, but ail who ask
aright. Amy of you that la a father; wvhose reia-
tion to is sou ls a pictureo0f God's relation to us, A
atone. Stones shaped like the rumal, flat, round


