
LESSON III-January 19th, 1898.
The Ministry of John the Baptist, LUKE- 3: -22.

(Comît to incwuory r.Res 21 aaid.21

GoilrEN Tr,\T: ««Behold the Lamnb of Cod, %vhich tnketh away the sin of the wril."
John 1: 29.

PRzovE THta-We should point others to Christ. John I : 41.
SIIORTER CATE'CHiIs?,. QUest. 41. Whcre is the mor-a1 law e'urtiarily comztre/ended? A.

The moral lswv is sumniarily cornprehended in the ten comnmandments.
LESSON I1XMNS. C'/iildren's Hymna. Nos. 23, 62, 63, 64-.

DAILY PORTIONS. Monday-, The Ministry of John the Baptist. Luke 3:- 1.14.
fluesday. The Ministry of John the Baptist. Luke 3 -15-22. 11ednesday. A wvitness-bearer.
John i : 6-iS. fPhursday. Sent before. John S: 22.30. .Fridciy. John's submnission. to
Jesus. Matt. 3:- 7-17. Saiurday. Suffering for faithfulness. Mark 6: 14.20. SabbutM.
The Preacher and his message. Mark i - i -i . (The)1. B. R. A Sélections).

HELPS IN STUDYING.
INTRODUCTORY. John began his rnînistry in A. D. 26, about 17 years after the dlate of

the events in our last lesson. The baptisrn of Jesus wvas lu January, A. D. 27, and the
imprisonment of John in March, A. D. 28. John's ministry began in the Wilderness of
Judea, a thinly inhabited region west of the Dead Ses. The baptism of Jesois tonk place at
the fords of the Jordan near Jericho.

LESSON PLAh'. I. The Message Proclaimed. vb.î~. Il. The MessengerPersecuted.
vs. i9, 2o. III. The Messiah Pointed out. VS. 21-22.

I. There %vas a ger.eral expectation: crinmes and excesnes. So Lierod thought: to
amnongst the Jews at this tinie, that the Messiah silence the fearless preacher by shutting hi.rn
%vouId shortly appear, snd the preaching of up lu the louely fortress prison of Machaerus
John wvas so earnest and did so much good 'at the east side of the Dead Ses in the ]and of
that somne wvere beginning to think that per. Moab. TIere he remainzd until he wvas be-
haps he was the Christ. So the priests snd headed. 7
others came to him 1 and asked him " Who III. When John was preaching aud bap-
art thou ?" le replied that he 'vas but " a' tîzing at Bethabara (probably Betin;,) across
Voice crying in the wvilderuess " bidding men 'the Jordan from Jericho great multitudes Block.
prepare for Christ'bcomning. Ile baptized with ed to him froni all quarters SO that it seerned
water 2 as a syrnbol of the ecansing away of' as if everybody wvas th2re. Amongst tixe rest
the sin of every penitent one, but Christ would camne Jesus froin Nazareth. Hie wvas now
baptize wvith the lloly Ghost and -vith fire. 3 'about thirty years of age sud ready to enter
Hie would really cleanse their hearts by his upon the vukof his rninist ry. He drew near
Spirit aud inspire them with love and zest. to John, after the crowd had gone awaî, but
He would separate betieen the good and the knowing his holy, blarueless life John humbly
bad as the farnier separates between the wheat hesitated to baptize onme so much better than
and the chaif. The one I-e would save sud, himseff. 8 Yieldirg, hnovever, to the wishes
bless, the other he would punish vihterrible of Jesus he p.gured on bis hesd too the syrn.
destruction.4  His ministry lasted nearly bouic water. As Jesus returned :from the
two years su that the Bible gives us but a few river, praying as he -,vent along, 9 both he snd
specimens of bis teachiug.6 Ile %vas really John e-tw what seerned to be the npeuîng of
the first preacher of "'the giospel," the glsd'the sky above them and something, dove-like,
tidings of salvatiun througli Christ. fluttering down and resting iu bis hesd.

Il. John diII not fear to rebuke ail whose 'Then the), heard s voice (rom ahove saying
wickedness called fur his censure. The self. "«This is rny beloved Son; iu thee i arn well-
righteous pharisees, the dishonest publicans, pleased." B>' this sigu John knev that jesus
the cruel soldi2-rs, aIl feli under his sharp re- wvas the Messiah wvhom he had been sent to
proof. lerod hinmself did not escape. John foretell.* 10 On two other occasions sfterwards
told him that he i'as living in sin, 6 that he the same voice spoke to, Jesuis. 11
vras guilty of tyranny, niurdler aud mauy other

1 John 1. 19-25. '2 Mstt. 3:11. 3 Acts 11: 16; 1: 5. 4 Matt. 13: 20. 5 John 1: 29, 34;
3: 27-36. 6 Matt. 14-- 3; Mark 6. 17. 7 Matt 84 7-,.S att. 3, 13-15. ù Matt. 3: i6.
*0John 1: 32-.34; Ps. 2: 7; 2 Pet. 1: 7. Il Matt. 17.- 5; John 12. 2S-30.

LEssoNs. i. We sbould prepare our hearts to receive Christ. 2. The lioly Spirit
cleanses the hesrt frcxm sin. 3. There must he an everlasting separation between those who
believe in Christ and those who refuse to accepit him as their Saviour. 4. We caunot escape
'the penalty of sin by gettiug angry vth God, or bis ministers. 5. Jesus " flfihlld ail right-
eouisnes.," on our behalf. y


