
,vas a loyal disciple, and only wvanted. te lead
Jestis te show lus poe.Clirist's 'vords are
couelusive on this point: " One of yen is pe
devii."1 "Good %vere it for that manif lie ad
never heezi bon

Af ter their own deoision w'as rea.ched, the
.Yews delivered Jesus te Pilate. And it is
significant that the -word Matthew uses in
verse 2nd ef this chapter te express the Jews'
surrender ef Christ te Pilate is the saine ini the
origrinal as that whichi lie uses in verse 3rd te
describe Judas' betrayal ef Christ te the Jews.
Tliey literally betrayed their Messiali into, tle
lianils ef the Gentiles, and with him tlîeir ewn
natio' 2d. religions life.

We know very little about Pilate's antece-
(lents. He became Procurator of Judoea ln
A. D. 26. From the very beginniug of his
rile, there was the bitterest hostility between
huni and the Jewe. One of lis earliest aots
was te allow his legions te bring their silver
eagles and other insignia inte Jérusalem.

The Jewvs deemned this a gross profanation of
their liely city, and -iere s0 incensed thereat
that a great multitude of them went down te
Onsarea, and surrounded his bouse pleading
for their removal 'with great tumult.

He surrounded tiiers with lis soldiers and
tbreatened a wholesale massacre, but they re-
plied that they preferred deatli te, this sacrilege,
and continued their entreaties for five days,
when hiegranted their request.

On another occasion he hung some gilt
sbicîds, dedicated te, Tiberlus, lu the Herodian
palace in Jerusalent ; sud the Jews took this
tee as an effenre te, their religion. When lie
would net yield, their chief men complahir -te
the Emperor, and lie, despising the childish-
ness, which, as Farrar says, Ilwould risk 'an
insurrection rather than sacrifice a wihim,"
ordered their renioval.

Tixese diplomatie defeats Pilate avenged with
w'anton cruelty. Once when the mob would
net disperse quietly lie sent his soldiers, dis-
guised as Jews, ameng ihem and 'at a given
,;ignal they assassinated a great. number et
hoth innocent and guilty. Aîîd on anether
occasion and for some unknowh crime, lie
uningled the blood et the Galileans with their
sacrifices.

These incidents show the relations between
the geverner and the governed ; the one cruel
sud unprincipled, the other fanatical and stub-

boem, and beth, bleod-thirsty and ready te
(Ieecu)( to any e-rine te furflhcr their own
designls.

But ail their dealings preved that Pilate wvas
no match fortho Jews, ivlien once their passions
werc aroused, and n.»v tliey are determined te,
force him bce be the instrument ef their deadly
hate.

Their reason fer coxning te, Pilate ab this
jancture was that their Roman conquerors had
taken frein tlieni the power of inflioting the
punisliment et death. They were allewed te,
try and punish smaller effences, but the
Roman authorities reserved capital crimes for
theniselves. Se, as nething but the death of
Jesus -%vould satisfy theni, they breught himi te,
Pilate in the early înemning. (John 18: 28-32.)

Evidently they expected hlm te pronounce
the death sentence on the ground of their
verdict, as was tee etten done in those dsys.
But for soine reason Pilate would net yield te,
them, and hie sharp demand: -. lVhat accusa-
tien bring ye againet this man ?"I rather
astounded them. They sullenly replied : IlIf
lie were not a maletactor. we meuld net have
delivered hlm up te thee,"1 implylng that lie
had ne need te inivestigate furtlier, and in-
sinuating their wish te have their sentence
acted upen.

But te, tijis Pilate retorted: "Take ye hlm
and judge hini accerding te your law."I If
lie was net te conduet the trial lie would net
infiet the penalty. This comipel]edl thesn te
aoknowledge their inability teput any man te,
death.

Forced te specify their charges, they poured
forth a perfect terrent ef accusations, saying,
among other things. tbnt he 'wsspervert ing the
nation, ferbidding te, give tribute te, Ctesar,
and, saying that lie himself was Christ, a king
(Luke 23: 2.) The first of these was vague
and, in their sense, untrne ; the second was an
abselute fa]seloed ; the third was a gross mis-
representation.

Pilate then took Jeans apart te, investigate
these charges. The Jewvs, thougli they feared
net thc guit of innocent bleod, dreaded cere-
monial defileie.nt, and se would net, enter the
jucIgment hall. But Jesus unhesitatingly
fol1eoved Pilate.

2 --Pilate ssked Christ if lic were the King
ef tbe Jews. He therefore notiocd only the


