
Juty,:899CANAD1AN4 SIiE1CTRICAL N13WS

from that than wlien you rendered themn quarteriy?
lThe Prcsidcnt: It has elirninated a great deat of coin-

plaint about lheavy bis; and it also affords the oppor-
tunity of showing a customier's varying use;i that is, if
lie got a bill for two monilis iii thc winter time lie
wvould titinli lcelîad a very large amouint, ivhereas one
nionth ntny have been large and the other one comara-
tively smiall.

Mr. Fiskc: D)o you ever discount a customner's bilt if
paid on or before a certain date.

The President - We do flot; our rate in Montreal w~as
fixed by contract some years ago, but wve have iately
inauigurated a varying systemi of rates, very iargety on
the Uines indicitted b>' Mr. Dion in is paper. We im-
pose a penalty of interest after the date in the month
providcd for in the contract, and also exercise the right
of disconnection. We put that in vogue two or three
years ago. On and after a given date the customiers
were notified that their accounts wvere not paid, and
were catled uipon to pay theni within a couple of dnys
aftcr. If they did not, they got another notice that
the>' had flot paicl, and that nt the end of two or three
days more if the account were flot paid their service
would be discontinued., At the beginning wve had a
great many disconnections to make and reconnections
were made upon their paying a dollar. It hans gone on;
wve have tost sonie customers of course by it, but with
ito permanent serious loss, tuntil nov we have a very
smali percentage of customers whose bills are cottectcd
by the mian who goes around to make the disconnection-
That is, they wvait untit lie cornes around to pay thieir
bill, instead of paying it to the office.

Mr. A. A. Wright :Where you distribute these
aczounts over thiree months you say the date is placed
on the bill. I suppose yc-u men you give them the bill
for Januar>', February or March, and you mercly say
"this account is for thiese tlhree months " ?'

Mr. Dion I give the actual date of the reading.
Thiere miglit be only two and one-half nîonths between
the twvo readings, or there may be ovcr three rnonths,
as the mati who rends the meter may siot get around on
a certain day.

A. A. WVright: What about these meters, do
you charge rent for them ?

Mr. Dion : We charge a rent for them.
A. A. Wright: You add three mnontlhs cent in

ever>' time.
Mr. Dion - Three or two as the case may bc. W 1e

get twelve months in every year.
T. R. Rosebrugb : I would like to suggest, in

investigating the question of the beliaviour of record-
in- wvatt meters on inductive loads, it nlight be welt to
use a snmall machine having six collector rings, of which
three might ho three phase and three six. In this wvay,
with six collector rings, you can get the phases ail the
way arotind the circle, 15 degrees apart, and by a
suitable combination of a non-inductive load, you can
divide the r5 degree phases so that you can have the
phase angle almost anything you please.

Mr. Dion: .I would like to say a word in reply to
what Mr. Gossler stated in connection watb meter
testing. He objects to testing meters in series because
he says an inductive fond is introduced wvhich makes
the meters go faster. We do not care in that par-
ticular test how fast or how slow they go, provided
they are ail affected alike. The master meter or
standard is first carefulty tested at aIl the loads, and it
is then ubed as a standard in series wvith the meters to
bc tested, so tuat so long as the meters are aIl affected
ahike, the master meter and the others, we don't care
anything about the speed, because wc compare the con-
sumrption %vith that of the master meter to determine
the accuracy of the meters afteruards.

Mr. Wybe. But then we have to lose so much revenue
from having the record incorrect.

MNr. Dion . WVe first test the master meter for ac-
curacy and tlhcn %ve test the other mieterb by comparison.

Mr. Wyse : Subject to the inductive toad.
Mr. Dion : So long as the master meter is afl'ected

in the same manner as the others the particular spccd

does not matter, becauise we knowv duit thc master
meter is correct.

Mr. Gossler : In connection with that matter, 1
notice thit INr. Dion ,.uiggests cotinting the relvolutio.ns
of the mleter, and if )ou are going to couint the revolu-
t;tins> ou have to takce the individual nictcrsand test thcmi.
If you adjust catch illeter for an inclucti% e lond and place
that fieter toregister on a non-inductive toad 1 don't sec
how~ you are going to have it register correctly. There is
aniother thing I wvould tike to bring up iii cosinection %vith
tii natter, for discussion, and that is the advis-
ability of adjusting the fileter for operating correctty on
fuil lond. 'fle tinie that the meter is in operation or
in service on fuit toad is a very sinalt proportion of the
total tinie it is in use, and wve hatve fouind titat ndjusting
meters for three.quarters toad is more equitabte hoth
to the consumer and for the company. If you adjust
meters to operate correctly at 3,4ths of the Ioad and
keep within the government restrictions, I think the
resuits wvitt be certainly more equitabie to ail concertied.

MNr. Djion :If you refer to nîy paper you wvill sec we
test theni at lhaif toad.

Mr. Gossier : 1 bcg your pardon.
MIr. Dion :We test the master ineter at several

different toads but we test the others at tîif tonds.
The President :I suggest titat this discussion be not

ctosed to-niglit, but that wve close our business for the
atternocon, with the understanding that in the miorning
the further discussion ot this paper be taken up, and
that yout occupy your time aI evening getting Up what
you wishi to say on it. Therc is a great deaJ yet to bc
said on ttîis subject, and it is worth a great dent to the
operating companies to have it ail exhausted and
ventilted. We wilt nowv adjourn for this afternoon.

At 5 p.ni. the members made an excursion over the
Hamîitton and Dundas electric raitway, and at 7.30 p.m.
over the Radial Eicctric Railway to Burtington Beach,
visiting cei route the power stations of the radial raitlvay
and the H-amilton street railway. Unfavorable wveather
prectudcd the cnjoynient of an excursion by steamer as
per programme.

SECOND DAY.
At 9.30 a.m. the President rcsumied the chair, and in

catiing tîte convention to order said : Before proceeding
wvittt the regular business, with reference to the Nomin-
ating Committee, it lias come to my attention that some
dissatisi action exists with somie of the miembers at the
action of the Executive Committee in undertaking to
appoint a Nominating Committec. 1 endeavored to
make it cai yestcrday that the action of the Nonîinat-
ing Comimittee is in no sense binding ; that everybody
here lias a perfect riglit to put in the naines of candi-
dates wvhen nominations are catled for. The l'xecuitive
Committee did not intend and do not wislt to 'take out
of the hands of the convention that whictî heloatgs to it,
and 1 wvant to say riglit here and now that if there is
anyone who objects to the action of the Executive Coin-
mintce in appointing that Nominating Committcc we
should hear from them now. W'e believcd thiat we
wvere rcpresenting the sense of the convention iii en-
deavoring ta concentrate our action in nomilnatiorls, but
if there is any objection to it 1 %vant ever>one
to make objection now. If it bie the sense o
this convention that the Nominating Committec bhaîl
flot put in nominations, we %%itl ask to have the N.omi-
natîng Committee discharged but do not let an> une go
outside and say, -~ WetI, 1 don't think the Executive
Committee ought to appoint a Nomin.ating Committee.-
Say it right here and now. If the Exei.utivc Comrnittee
have done more than they ought to, bit dowvn un theni
bard and the>' wvil get out.

A. A. Wright I may say that for one I was
very well pteased when the matter came uip iii the way
that it did. I ha,.c ne idea that this Asbo-Li;tion -,hould
be run by a clique or should be iii the hiands of a ritng,
but wc must have noticed that %vlien iiominationý- are
made miscetlaneously one nian nomin.:tes a friend of
lus and anottier nominates a man because lie chances to
know hi.-, and this thing works wro:îgly. A nominat-
ing commit tee knQW al! the mns and outs of this thing,

jttly,


